
O r i g i n a l  spo n s o r s :  H u r l b e r t  and C o w d e r y

1 IN T HE H O U S E  BY THE J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

2 S E N A T E  CS FOR H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 126 (Judiciary) a m  S

3 IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A

4 T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FI R S T  SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act limi t i n g  the liab i l i t y  of a i r c r a f t  owners or

7 o p e r a t o r s  for personal injury or d e a t h  to guest

8 p a s s e n g e r s . "

9 BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

10 * S e c t i o n  1. FINDINGS A N D  INTENT. The l egislature finds that aircraft

11 h i t c h h i k i n g  is a common and a c c e p t e d  prac t i c e  in the state, e s p e c i a l l y  in

12 r o a d l e s s  areas, but that aircraft owners and operators a re r e luctant to

13 give ri d e s  to h i t c h hikers because they may be sued for n e g l i g e n c e  in the

14 event of a n  accident. It is the intent of the l e g i s l a t u r e  to encourage

15 h o s p i t a l i t y  o n  the part of aircraft operators and owners b y  limi t i n g  their

16 l i a b i l i t y  e x p o s u r e  to guests. This Act should be l i b e r a l l y  c o n s t r u e d  to

17 a c h i e v e  this goal.

18 * Sec. 2. AS 09.65 is amended by adding a new s e c t i o n  to read:

1 9  S e c t i o n  09.65.140. L I M I T A T I O N  ON L I A B I L I T Y  F O R  INJU R I E S  TO OR

20 D E A T H  O F  GUEST IN AIRCRAFT. (a) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n s  of

2 1  law, a guest who rides in an aircraft may not r e c o v e r  d a m a g e s  from the

22 o w n e r  or operator of the aircraft for perso n a l  i n j u r i e s  to, or the

23 d e a t h  of, the guest r e sulting from the ride in the aircraft, unless

2 4  the p l a i n t i f f  in the a ction establishes that the i n j u r y  or d e a t h  was

2 5  c a u s e d  by the i n t o x i c a t i o n  or gross n e g l i g e n c e  of the o p e r a t o r  of the

26 a i r c r a f t  or that the guest was not a c c u r a t e l y  i n f o r m e d  of the pilot's

27 c e r t i f i c a t i o n  and e x p e rience level and the c o n d i t i o n  and o p e r a t i n g

28 s tatus of the aircraft. This l i m i tation does not ap p l y  to aircraft

29 u s e d  for commercial operations or ope r a t i o n s  for w h i c h  the ow n e r  or

O f f e r e d :  6 / 2 1 / 8 3
R e f e r r e d :  R u l e s

-1- S C S H B  1 2 6 (Jud) am S



1 operator receives direct or indirect compensation.

2 (b) In this section "guest" means a person who requests gratu-

3 itous passage and is carried in an aircraft wi t h  the consent of the

4 owner or operator of the aircraft without compensating the owner or

3 operator for the aircraft ride.
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