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Introduced: 1/17/83
Referred: H e a l t h , E d u c a t i o n  & Social
S e r v i c e s ,Judi c i a r y  a n d  F i n a n c e

*

BY M A L O N E , Z H A R O F F ,W E N D T E  A N D
i IN THE HO U S E  SZYMANSKI

2 H O U S E  BI L L  NO. 36

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A

4 T H I R T E E N T H  LE G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION

5 A  B I L L

6 For an Act entitled: "An A c t  relating to the longevity bonus program; and

7 p r o v i d i n g  for an e f fective date."

8 BE IT ENACTED BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T HE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * S e c tion 1. A S  4 7 . 4 5 . 0 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

10 (a) A  p e r s o n  who is 65 years of age or over [,] who is a r e s i­

11 dent of the st a t e  and w h o  has b e e n  a resident of the state f o r  not

12 less than one yea r  i mmediately p r e c e d i n g  the date of application,

m 13 [WAS D O M I C I L E D  IN THE T E RRITORY O N  OR B EFORE J A N U A R Y  3, 1959 A N D  WHO

14 HAS M A I N T A I N E D  A  C O N T I N U O U S  D O M I C I L E  IN THE T E R R I T O R Y  OR STATE F O R  25

15 YEARS] may a p p l y  to the commissioner of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  for q u a l i f i c a­

16 tion to r e c e i v e  a m o n t h l y  bonus of $250.

17 * Sec. 2. AS 4 7 . 4 5 . 0 1 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

18 (c) A  p e r s o n  w h o  otherwise qualifies to receive a bonus p r o v i d e d

19 for in this chapter m a y  continue to do so only as long as that person

20 THE] c o n t i n u o u s l y  r e s ides [RETAINS A  DOMICILE] in the state.

21 * Sec. 3. A S  47.45. 1 5 0 ( 2 )  is r e p e a l e d  and ree n a c t e d  to read:

22 (2) "resident" means a person who, except for b r i e f  inter­

23 vals, m e d i c a l  treatment, military service, attendance at an e d u c a t i o n­

24 al or t r a i n i n g  institution, or for absences for goo d  cause shown, has

25 resided in A l a s k a  a nd w ho has m a i n t a i n e d  a d o m i c i l e  in A l a s k a ;  d o m i­

26 cile is the true and permanent ho m e  of a p e r s o n  from w h i c h  tha t  person

27 has no p r e s e n t  i n t e n t i o n  of m o v i n g  and to w h i c h  that p e r s o n  intends to

28 return w h e n e v e r  away;

29 * Sec. 4. A S  4 7 . 4 5 . 1 7 0  is amended to read:
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Sec. 47.45.170. PURPOSE. The sole p u r pose of this c h a p t e r  is 

to o f f e r  and p r o v i d e  all law-ab i d i n g  A l a s k a n s  capable of m a n a g i n g  

t h e i r  own affairs w h o  have r e s i d e d  [MAINTAINED A  DOMICILE] in the

s t a t e  for at least one year [25 YEARS] a nd have r e a c h e d  a retirement 

a ge of 65, an i n c e n t i v e  to continue u n i n t e r r u p t e d  residency in the

state. Under no circumstances shall this c h a p t e r  be c o n s i d e r e d  a 

form, type, or m a n ner, of p ublic relief. B o n uses made u n d e r  this 

c h a p t e r  are not p r e d i c a t e d  on n e e d  eve n  t h o u g h  they may a p p e a r  to 

p r o v i d e  supple m e n t a l  income to some q u a l i f i e d  p e r sons who w o u l d  o t h e r­

w i s e  be forced to become r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of the state. T he l e g i s l a­

tu r e  further finds and states that this l e g i s lation recognizes the 

e c o n o m i c  har d s h i p s  suffered by m a n y  e l d e r l y  Alaskans, A l a s k a n s  who 

t h r o u g h  their t e n a c i t y  and p e r s e v e r a n c e  m o l d e d  A l a s k a  as w e  know it 

t h r o u g h  skillful ap p l i c a t i o n  of their talents. These pioneers are the 

sam e  Alaskans, w h o  in the prime of th e i r  life w e r e  in effect treated

as second-class citizens by the federal gov e r n m e n t  and who p a i d  m u c h

of their h a r d - e a r n e d  income to a g o v e rnment in w h i c h  they d i d  not have 

the right to p a r t i c i p a t e  t h r o u g h  the p o w e r  of the ballot. T he l e g i s­

latu r e  also is aware of the fact that m a n y  of these pioneers have be e n

f o r c e d  to live out their retirement ye a r s  in areas far away from the

l a n d  they loved and nurt u r e d  and t h e r e b y  also suffering, in ma n y  

cases, the loss of familial r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  th e i r  own kin, an e x p e­

rie n c e  that is sad and f r u s t r a t i n g  to t h e m  as w e l l  as d e p r i v i n g  new

generations of Alas k a n s  of the bene f i t s  of t h e i r  wisdom a nd e x p e r i­

ence. This l e g i s l a t i o n  h o p e f u l l y  wi l l  provide o ur pioneers w i t h  the 

economic means to remain in and c o n t i n u e  to serve their state and to 

e n j o y  the o p p o r t u n i t y  of a i d i n g  the n e w  A l a s k a n  in m aking this state 

t r u l y  "The G r e a t  Land." 4jj

* Sec. 5. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  any other p r o v i s i o n  of AS 47.45, a p e r s o n  who
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1 was not a recipient of bonuses under AS 47.45 as of July 1, 1982, but who

2 is qualified to receive bonuses under A S  47.45 as amended by this Act, and

3 w h o  has applied for benefits within six months of the effective date of

4 this Act, is entitled to receive accrued retroactive bonuses as follows:

5 (1) a p erson 65 years of age or older as of July 1, 1982, is

6 entitled to receive monthly bonus payments beginning July 1, 1982;

7 (2) a p e r s o n  reaching the age of 65 after July 1, 1982, is

8 entitled to receive m o n thly bonus payments beginning on the date of

9 eligibility.

10 * Sec. 6. Sections 1 - 5 of this Act are retroactive to July 1, 1982.

11 * Sec. 7. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance wit h  AS 01.-

12 10.070(c).
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