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BY T H E  HEALTH, EDUCATION A ND 
T H E  SENATE S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  COMMITTEE

S ENATE BILL NO. 870 

IN T H E  LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF A LASKA 

T W E L F T H  LE G I S L A T U R E  - S ECOND SESSION 

A BILL

: an Act entitled: "An Act relating to public assistance; a n d  providing

for an e f fective date."

IT ENACTED BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 37.05.180 is amended b y  adding a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(b) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  (a) of this section, a w a r r a n t  u p o n  the state 

treasury for p a y m e n t  of p ublic a s s istance m ay not be p a i d  unless it is 

presented at t h e  office of the commissioner of revenue w i t h i n  six m o n t h s  

after the date it was issued. A w a r r a n t  for p a y m e n t  of p u b l i c  assistance 

not presented w i t h i n  that time is considered paid.

* Sec. 2. AS 47.05.010(1) is amended to read:

(1) administer old age assistance, aid to families wi t h

dependent children, aid to the blind, and all other a s s i s t a n c e  programs,

investigate k n o w n  and suspected fr a u d  in those p ublic a s s i s t a n c e  p r o­

grams , and r e c e i v e  and sp e n d  funds made available to it;

* Sec. 3. AS 4 7 . 0 5  is amended by a dding a new s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 47.05.070. SUBROGATION. (a) If the D e p a r t m e n t  of Health a nd 

Social Serv i c e s  provides or pays for medical a s s i s t a n c e  for injury or 

illness under this title, the department is sub r o g a t e d  t o  the rights of

the recipient of that m e d ical as s i s t a n c e  in a cl a i m  o r  cause of a c t i o n

arising from the injury or illness and to the proceeds of an insurance 

p o l i c y  c o v e r i n g  the injury or illness to the extent of t h e  value of the 

medical a s s i s t a n c e  provided.

(b) If a recipient of medical assistance under t h i s  title obtains 

an award or judgment a r i s i n g  from the injury or i l l ness for tfiich t he
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r

m e d i c a l  assistance w as received, the Department o f  Health and Social 

S e r v i c e s  shall r e i m b u r s e  t h e  recipient for a p e r c e n t a g e  of the re c i p­

ient's attorney fee s  and c o s t s  equal to the p e r c e n t a g e  of the award or 

j u d g m e n t  to w h i c h  the d e p artment is entitled u n d e r  (a) of this section. 

* Sec. 4. This Act takes e f f e c t  immediately in a c c o r d a n c e  with AS 01.10.- 

070(c).
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