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SEN ATE B I L L  N O. 6 96  

I N  THE L E G IS L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF A L ASK A 

TWELFTH L E G IS L A T U R E  -  SECOND S E S S IO N  

A  B I L L

For an Act e n t it l e d :  " A n  Act r e l a t in g  to reports concerning veterans who may

have been exposed to b i o l o g i c a l  or r a d io l o g ic  warfare 

or to c e r t a in  chem ical d e f o l ia n t s  or h e r b ic id e s  or 

other c a u s a t iv e  a g e n t s ,  in c l u d in g  Agent Orange, and to 

a s s is t a n c e  to those v e t e r a n s ."

BE I T  ENACTED BY THE L E G IS L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  O F  ALASK A:

* S e c t i o n  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  F I N D I N G S .  The l e g is l a t u r e  f in d s that there are 

probable grounds for p r o v id in g  r e l i e f  for c e r t a in  c l a s s e s  of veterans for 

in j u r ie s  r ece iv e d  from exposure to t o x ic  substances u se d  by the U . S .  m i l i t a r y  

for experimental and u ncon ventional warfare programs. Those c l a s s e s  of 

veterans in clu de veterans exposed to

(1) any of a c l a s s  of p h e n o x y -h e r b ic id e s  u se d  i n  Southeast A s i a  

during the Vietnam c o n f l i c t ]

(2) r a d ia t io n  during the p e r io d  of above-ground nuclear weapons 

t e s t in g  during the years 1941 -  1 9 6 1 ;  and

(3) chemical and b i o l o g i c a l  agents during the periods 1955 -  1 9 6 9 .

* S e c .  2. AS 18 i s  amended by adding a  new chapter to read:

CHAPTER 17. VETERANS EXPOSED TO CH EM ICA L AGENTS 

OR B I O L O G I C A L  OR R A D I O L O G I C  WARFARE.

S e c .  1 8 . 1 7 . 0 1 0 .  REPORTS TO THE DEPARTMENT. (a) A p h y s i c ia n  who, 

after December 3 1 ,  1 9 8 1 ,  has primary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for treating a 

veteran who may have been exposed to b i o l o g i c a l  or r a d io l o g ic  warfare or 

to a chemical d e f o l ia n t  or h e r b ic id e  or other c a u s a t iv e  ag en t, i n c l u d i n g  

Agent Orange, while ser vin g in  the armed forces of the U n it e d  S t a t e s ,
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s h a l l ,  at the request of the v eter an , subm it a report to the Department 

o f Health and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  on a form pr ovid ed  by the department. I f  

there I s  no p h y s i c i a n  h aving primary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for t r e a t in g  the 

veteran, the h o s p it a l  tr eating the veteran sh a ll, at the request of the 

v et e r a n , su b m it  the report to the department.

(b) The form p r o v id ed  by the department to the p h y s i c ia n  or h os­

p i t a l  sh all request the follow in g in fo r m a tio n :

( 1 )  the symptoms of the veteran that may be related to e x ­

posure to b i o l o g i c a l  or r a d i o l o g i c  warfare or to a ch em ical d e f o l i a n t  or 

h e r b ic id e  or other c a u s a t iv e  ag en t, i n c l u d in g  Agent Orangej

( 2 )  the d i a g n o s i s  of the veterans and

(3 )  the method of treatment p r e s c r ib e d .

(c )  Th e department may require the veteran to p r ovide other p e r t i ­

nent in f o r m a t io n .

S e c .  1 8 . 1 7 . 0 2 0 .  REPORTS BY THE DEPARTMENT. (a )  The department 

shall c o m p i l e  and eva lu a te in form ation submitted i n  accordance with 

A S  1 8 . 1 7 . 0 1 0  in t o  a report to be d is t r ib u t e d  annually to members of the 

l e g is l a t u r e  and to the federal Veterans 1 A d m in is t r a t io n  and other v et e r ­

ans ' g r o u p s . The report shall con ta in  current research f i n d in g s  on the 

ef f e c t s  of exposure to b i o l o g i c a l  or r a d i o l o g i c  warfare or to ch em ical 

d e f o l ia n t s  or h e r b ic id e s  or other c a u s a t iv e  ag en ts, in c l u d in g  Agent 

Orange, and s t a t i s t i c a l  in for m ation c o m p ile d  from reports s u b m it te d  by 

p h y s i c ia n s  or h o s p i t a l s .

(b ) The department shall conduct e p i d e m i o l o g i c a l  st u d ie s  on veter ­

ans who h ave cancer or other m e d ic a l  problems a s s o c ia t e d  with exposure 

to b i o l o g i c a l  or r a d i o l o g i c  warfare or to a chemical d e f o l ia n t  or h er b i­

c i d e  or other c a u s a t iv e  agen t, in c l u d in g  Agent Orange, or who have 

c h ildr en  born with birth  d efects after the v e t e r a n s ' susp ected exposure 

to that warfare or those ch em icals or other ca u s a t iv e  agent, i n c l u d i n g
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1 Agent Orange. The department must obtain consent from each veteran to 

be st u d ie d  under this s u b se c t io n . The department shall evaluate in f o r ­

m a t io n  obtained from these stu d ies  and compile a report to be distr ib uted 

as provided by (a )  of this s e c t io n .

S e c .  1 8 . 1 7 . 0 3 0 .  C O N F I D E N T I A L I T Y .  The id e n t i t y  of a veteran about 

whom a report has been made under AS 1 8 . 1 7 . 0 1 0  or 1 8 . 1 7 .0 2 0  may not be 

d i s c l o s e d  unless the veteran consents to the d isc l o su r e. S t a t i s t ic a l  

information c o l lected  under this chapter i s  public information.

S e c .  1 8 . 1 7 . 0 4 0 .  IMMUNITY FROM L I A B I L I T Y .  A p h y sicia n  or a h o sp ita l 

subject to this chapter who complies with this chapter may not be held

c i v i l l y  or c r im in a l l y  l ia b l e  for providin g the information required by

th is chapter.

S e c .  1 8 . 1 7 . 0 5 0 .  C L A S S  AC TIO N  REPRESENTATION BY ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

The attorney general may represent a class of in d iv id u a l s  composed of 

veterans who may have been injured because of exposure to b io l o g ic a l  or 

r a d io l o g ic  warfare or contact with a chemical defoliant or h erb icide or 

other ca u sative  agent, in c l u d in g  Agent Orange, i n  a suit for release of 

information r e la t in g  to exposure to that warfare or those chemicals dur­

in g  m il it a r y  se r v ic e  and for release of in d iv id u a l  m edical records.

S e c .  1 8 . 1 7 . 0 6 0 .  A S S IS T A N C E  PROGRAMS. (a) Unless the commissioner 

makes a written f in d in g  that it  would be d u p l ic a t iv e  of ser vices providec 

by an agency of the federal government, the department shall provide a 

program

( 1 )  to refer veterans to appropriate state and federal a g e n ­

c i e s  for the purpose of f i l i n g  claims to remedy medical and f in a n c ia l  

problems caused by the v et er a n s ' exposure to b io l o g ic a l  or r a d io lo g ic  

warfare or to chemical defoliants or h e r b ic id es or other causative

a g e n t s ,  in c l u d in g  Agent O r an g e»

( 2 )  to afford veterans fat t is s u e  b i o p s i e s ,  g e n e t ic  c o u n s e l -
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in g ,  and genetic screening to determine i f  a veteran has suffered ph y si­

cal damage as a result of substantial exposure to b i o l o g i c a l  or radio­

lo g ic  warfare or to a chemical defoliant or herbicide or other causative 

agent, inclu ding Agent Orange; and

(3) to offer the children of veterans g e n e t ic  screening.

(b) The commissioner shall adopt regulations necessary for the 

adm inistration of the programs authorized by this s e c t io n .

S e c .  1 8 . 1 7 . 1 0 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In  this chapter

(1) "Agent Orange” means the herbicide composed prim arily of 

trichlorophenoxyacetic a c i d  and dichlorophenoxyacetic a c i d ;

(2) "c o m m issio n e r " means the commissioner of health and 

s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ;

(3) "department" means the Department of Health and S o cia l

S e r v i c e s »

(4) "veter an" means a person who was a resident of the state 

at the time of h is in d u c t io n  into the armed forces of the United S t a t e s , 

or was a resident of the state as of January 1 ,  1 98 2 , who served in  

V ietn am , Cambodia, L a o s ,  or Thailand, or waters contiguous to those 

countries, during the V ietn a m  c o n f l ic t .
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