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I N  THE S E N A T E  BY THE F IN A N C E  COMMITTEE

HOUSE C S  FOR CS F O R  SENATE B I L L  N O. 693 (F in a n c e )

I N  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE ST A T E  OF ALASK A 

TW ELFTH L E G I S L A T U R E  -  SECOND S E S S IO N  

A  B I L L

For an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  Act r e l a t in g  to the numbers of superior court

judges and j u d i c i a l  e l e c t i o n s ;  and p r o v id in g  for an 

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE I T  EN A C TE D  BY THE L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  THE S T A T E  O F  ALASK A:

* S e c t i o n  1 .  A S  2 2 . 1 0 . 1 2 0  i s  amended to read:

S e c .  2 2 . 1 0 . 1 2 0 .  NUMBER OF J U D G E S .  The superior court c o n s is t s  of

27 [ 2 6 ]  j u d g e s ,  f i v e  of whom shall be judges in  the f i r s t  j u d i c i a l  d i s ­

t r i c t ,  three of whom shall be judges i n  the second j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  14̂  

o f  whom shall be judges in  the third j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  and f i v e  of whom 

sh a ll  be judges in  the fourth j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t .  At the tim e of subm it­

t in g  the names o f  nom inees to the governor to f i l l  a vacan cy  on the 

su per ior  court bench, the j u d i c i a l  c o u n c il  shall a l so  d e s ig n a t e  the

d i s t r i c t  in  which the a p p o in t e e  i s  to r e s id e  and ser ve.

* S e c .  2 .  The A l a s k a  Court System  may enter into n e g o t ia t io n s  for lea se

or r ental space in  V a l d e z  for the use of the superior court.

* S e c .  3 .  AS 22 i s  amended by adding a new chapter to read:

CHAPTER 1 8 .  R ETEN TIO N  E L E C T I O N S .

S e c .  2 2 . 1 8 . 0 1 0 .  A P P R O V A L OR R E J E C T IO N  OF SUPREME COURT J U S T I C E S .  

Each supreme court j u s t i c e  i s  subject to approval or r e j e c t io n  as pro­

v i d e d  in  the A l ask a E l e c t i o n  Code (A S  1 5 ) .  The j u d i c i a l  c o u n c il  shall 

conduct an e v a l u a t io n  o f  each j u s t i c e  before h is r e ten tio n  e l e c t i o n  and 

sh all  p r ovide  to the p u b l i c  in for m ation  about that j u s t i c e  and may 

p r o v id e  a recommendation regarding h i s  retention or r e j e c t io n .  The 

in for m ation and any recommendation shall be made p u b l ic  at l ea st  60 days
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before the r etention e l e c t io n .  The j u d i c i a l  council shall also p r ovide 

the inform ation and any recommendation to the o f f ic e  of the lieutenant 

governor i n  time for p u b l ic a t io n  in  the e l e c t io n  pamphlet under AS 1 5 . -  

5 8 . 0 5 0 .  I f  the majority of those v otin g on the question rejects h i s  

c a n d id a c y , the former j u s t i c e  may not be appointed to f i l l  a vacan cy  in  

the supreme court, court of a p p ea ls ,  superior court, or d is t r ic t  courts 

of the state for a period of four years after the r ejection .

S e c .  2 2 . 1 8 . 0 2 0 .  APPROVAL OR R EJECTION OF COURT OF APPEALS J U D G E S .  

Each judge of the court of appeals i s  subject to approval or r e j e c t io n  

as provided in  the Alaska E l e c t i o n  Code (AS 1 5 ) .  The j u d i c i a l  c o u n c il  

shall conduct an evaluation of each judge before h is  retention e l e c t i o n  

and shall provide to the p u b l ic  information about the judge and may 

provide a recommendation regarding his retention or r eje c t io n . The 

information and any recommendation shall be made p u b l ic  at least 60  days 

before the r etention e l e c t i o n .  The j u d i c i a l  council shall also provide 

the information and any recommendation to the o f f ic e  of the lieutenant 

governor in  time for p u b l ic a t io n  in  the e l e c t io n  pamphlet under A S  1 5 . -  

5 8 . 0 5 0 .  I f  a majority of those voting on the question rejects h is  

ca n d id a cy , the former judge may not for a period of four years after the 

r e je c t io n  be appointed to f i l l  a vacancy in  the supreme court, court of 

ap p ea ls, superior court, or d i s t r ic t  courts of the state.

S e c .  2 2 . 1 8 . 0 3 0 .  APPROVAL OR R EJECTION  OF SUPERIOR COURT J U D G E S . 

Each superior court judge i s  subject to approval or r ejection as pro­

v id e d  i n  AS 2 2 . 1 8 . 0 5 0  and the Alaska E l e c t io n  Code (AS 1 5 ) .  The j u d i ­

c i a l  c o u n c il  shall conduct an evaluation of each judge before h is  

r etention e l e c t io n  and shall provide to the public information about the 

judge and may provide a recommendation regarding h is retention or rejec­

t io n . The information and any recommendation shall be made p u b l ic  at 

least 60 days before the r etention e l e c t io n .  The j u d i c i a l  c o u n c il  shall.
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also provide the information and any recommendation to the o ffice  of the 

lieutenant governor in  time for pu b lica tio n  in the e le c t io n  pamphlet 

under AS 1 5 . 5 8 . 0 5 0 .  I f  a m ajority of those voting on the question 

rejects his ca n d id a c y , the former judge may not for a period of four 

years after the r ejection  be appointed to f i l l  a vacancy in the supreme 

court, court of appeals, superior court, or d is t r ic t  courts of the 

state.

S e c .  2 2 . 1 8 . 0 4 0 .  APPROVAL OR R EJECTIO N  OF D I S T R I C T  COURT JUDGES. 

Each d is t r ic t  court judge i s  subject to approval or rejection as pro­

v id e d  in  AS 2 2 . 1 8 . 0 5 0  and the Alaska E l e c t io n  Code (A S  1 5 ) .  The j u d i ­

c i a l  council shall conduct an evaluation of each judge before his 

retention e l e c t io n  and shall provide to the public information about the 

judge and may provide a recommendation regarding h is  retention or r ejec­

t io n . The information and and any recommendation shall be made pu b lic at 

least 60 days before the retention e l e c t i o n .  The j u d i c i a l  council shall 

also provide the information and any recommendation to the o f f ic e  of the 

lieutenant governor in time for p u b l ica t io n  in the election  pamphlet 

under AS 1 5 . 5 8 . 0 5 0 .  I f  a majority of those v otin g on the question 

rejects his ca n d id acy , the former d i s t r ic t  court judge may not for a 

period of four years after the r ejection be appointed to f i l l  a vacancy 

in  the supreme court, court of a pp ea ls, superior court, or d is t r ic t  

courts of the st a t e.

S e c . 2 2 . 1 8 . 0 5 0 .  J U D I C I A L  RETENTION ELECTION D IS T R IC T S  FOR THE 

SUPERIOR AND D I S T R I C T  COURTS. (a) Except as provided in (c ) and (d) 

of this s e c t io n ,  i f  a judge of the superior or d i s t r ic t  court seeks 

retention in  o f f i c e ,  the judge shall be voted on by the voters in  the 

j u d i c i a l  retention e le c t io n  d is t r ic t  in  which the judge is a r esident.

(b) For purposes of this se c t io n , the j u d i c i a l  retention electio n  

d is t r ic t s  of the state are the e l e c t io n  districts as they are described
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in art. X I V  of the s ta te c o n s t it u t io n  as i t  e x i s t e d  on March 1 9, 1 9 5 9 .

(c )  I f  the j u d i c i a l  co u n c il  c e r t i f i e s  to the dir ector  of e l e c t i o n s  

that the judge seek ing retention has r o u t in e l y  and frequently heard 

cases that a r is e  i n  a d i s t r i c t  o u t s id e  of the d i s t r i c t  in  which the 

judge i s  r e s id e n t , the judge w il l  also be v o t e d  on for r etention b y  the 

voters in  that d i s t r i c t .

(d) I f  the j u d i c i a l  c o u n c il  c e r t i f i e s  to the d ir ector  of e l e c t i o n s  

that most o f  the ca ses  heard by as judge s e e k in g  retention in  o f f i c e  do 

not a r is e  i n  the d i s t r i c t  in  which the judge i s  r e s id e n t , then the judge 

shall be v oted  on for r eten tion  only by the voters in  the d i s t r i c t  or

d is t r ic t s  i n  which he r o u tin ely  and frequently hears c a s e s .

Sec. 4 .  AS  1 5 . 3 5 . 0 9 0  i s  amended to read:

S e c .  1 5 . 3 5 . 0 9 0 .  P L A C I N G  NAME OF SU P ER IO R  COURT JUDGE ON B A L L O T .

The director shall p l a c e  the name of a superior court judge who has 

properly f i l l e d  a d e cl a r a t ion  of ca n d id a cy  for r etention on the j u d i c i a l  

ballot i n  the [ J U D I C I A L ]  d i s t r i c t  or d i s t r i c t s  as pr o vid ed  under A S  2 2.

1 8 .0 5 0  [D E S IG N A T E D  IN  H I S  D E C L A R A T IO N  O F  CA N D ID A CY  FOR THE G EN ER A L  

E L E C T IO N  A T  WHICH APPROVAL I S  S O U G H T ] .

* S e c .  5 .  A S  1 5 . 3 5 . 1 3 0  i s  amended to read:

S e c .  1 5 . 3 5 . 1 3 0 .  P L A C IN G  NAME OF D I S T R I C T  JUDGE ON B ALLO T. The 

director shall place the name of a d i s t r i c t  judge who has properly f i l e d  

a declar ation  of c a n d id a c y  for r eten tio n  on the j u d i c i a l  ballot i n  the 

[ J U D I C I A L ]  d i s t r ic t  or d i s t r ic t s  as p r o v id e d  under AS 2 2 . 1 8 . 0 5 0  [ D E S I G ­

NATED IN  H I S  D E C L A R A T IO N  OF C A N D ID A C Y  FOR THE GENERAL E L E C T IO N  A T  WHICH 

APPROVAL I S  SOUGH T].

* S e c .  6 .  A S  2 2 . 0 5 . 1 0 0 ,  AS  2 2 . 0 7 . 0 6 0 ,  A S  2 2 . 1 0 . 1 5 0 ,  and AS 2 2 . 1 5 . 1 9 5  are

repealed.

* S e c .  7 .  T h is  Act takes effect im m ed ia t e l y  i n  accordance with A S  0 1 . 1 0 -

0 7 0 ( c ) .
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