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I N  THE SENATE BY THE J U D IC IA R Y  COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE B I L L  N O. 692 (J u d ic ia r y )

IN  THE LEG ISLA TU R E OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWELFTH LEG ISL A T U R E  -  SECOND S E S S I O N

A B I L L

For an Act e n t it l e d :  "An Act relating to the d u t ies  of coroners and the

BE I T  ENACTED BY THE LEG ISLATU R E OF THE STATE OF ALASK A:

* S e c t io n  1 .  AS 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 2 0  i s  amended to read:

S e c .  1 2 . 6 5 . 0 2 0 .  D U T IE S .  When a person d i e s  unattended by a p h y s i ­

c i a n ,  or when no p h y s ic ia n  is  prepared to execute the c e r t if ic a t e  of 

death prescribed by the V it a l  S t a t i s t i c s  A c t ,  the coroner [D IS T R IC T  

JUDGE OR MAGISTRATE] assign ed to serve the p la ce where the death occurs 

may, by written order, direct a m edical examiner to view  the remains of 

the deceased person and to perform the post mortem exam in ation , in clu d ­

in g  an autopsy, [AS I S ,  I N  THE O P IN IO N  OF THE MEDICAL E X A M IN E R ,]  n e c e s ­

sary to make a proper determination of the cause of death and to execute 

the prescribed death c e r t if ic a t e .  Upon the completion of the examina­

t io n ,  the examiner sh a ll, without delay, submit a report of h is  findin gs 

and conclusions to the coroner [D I S T R IC T  JUDGE OR M A G IS T R A T E ].  The 

coroner [JUDGE OR MAGISTRATE] shall order an inquest under this chapter 

i f  the f in d in g s and conclusions of the m ed ica l examiner, together with 

other information a v a ila b l e  to the coroner [JUDGE OR M A G IS T R A T E ],  warrant 

the in q u e s t . Otherwise he shall enter an order d is p e n s in g  with the 

in quest and shall record the c e r t if ic a t e  of death as prescribed by law.

* S e c .  2 .  AS 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 3 0  i s  amended by adding a new su b section  to read:

coroner's i n q u e s t ."

(b) Public administrators shall serve as coroners as provided by

AS 2 2 . 1 5 . 3 1 0  and 2 2 . 1 5 . 3 5 0 .

* S e c .  3. AS 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 4 0  is  amended to read:
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S e c .  1 2 . 6 5 . 0 4 0 .  IN QUIRY IN T O  CAUSE O F  DEATH. The coroner s h a l l ,  

when he I s  informed that a person has been k il l e d  by another or has 

suddenly d ied  under such circumstances as to afford a reasonable ground 

to suspect that h is  death has been o c c a s io n e d  by c r im in a l  means or he 

has committed s u i c i d e ,  in qu ir e b y  the in ter v en tio n  of a jury in t o  the 

cause and manner of the death, and perform [THE] other related d u t ie s  

[ I N C I D E N T A L  THERETO] i n  the manner p r escr ibed by law, u nless the death 

i s  or w il l  be in q u ir ed  into by the grand jury, in  which ca se an in q u e st  

by jury under this s e c t io n  i s  not r equ ir ed . The coroner shall go to the 

place where the dead person i s ,  or, in  the a l t e r n a t iv e ,  arrange for a 

peace o f f ic e r  to do so and report h is f i n d in g s  to the coroner, on the

b a s is  of which the coroner may proceed with an in quest i f  an in qu est i s

warranted.

* S e c .  4 .  AS 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 5 0  i s  amended to read:

S e c .  1 2 . 6 5 . 0 5 0 .  SUMMONING JURORS FOR IN QU EST. I f  an in qu est i s  

warranted, the coroner shall im m ed ia t e l y  summon s i x  persons q u a l i f i e d  by 

law to serve as jurors to appear before him at a s p e c i f i e d  p l a c e  to

in qu ir e in to the cause and manner of the death.

* S e c .  5 .  AS 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 6 0  i s  amended to read:

S e c .  1 2 . 6 5 . 0 6 0 .  OATH O F  IN QUEST JURORS. When s i x  jurors a tten d ,

they shall be sworn by the coroner to in q u ir e  who the person was and

when, where, and by what means he came to h is  death, and to in q u ir e  into 

the circumstances attending h i s  death, and to g iv e  a true v er d ict  accord 

ing to the evidence [OFFERED THEM OR A R I S I N G  FROM THE I N S P E C T IO N  OF THE 

B O D Y ] .

* S e c .  6 .  AS 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 7 0  i s  amended to read:

S e c .  1 2 . 6 5 . 0 7 0 .  SUBPOENA AND EXA M IN A TIO N  OF W IT N E S S E S .  The cor­

oner sh a ll, if  necessary to determine the material facts r elatin g to 

the death. [D I S T R IC T  JUDGE OR M AGISTRATE MAY] subpoena and exam ine as
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w it n e s s e s  persons who, i n  h i s  o p i n i o n ,  have knowledge of the m ater ia l 

f a c t s  [ ,  AND A L S O  AN A P P O IN T E D  M E D IC A L  EXAMINER WHEN A V A I L A B L E ,  OR 

OTHERW ISE A P H Y S I C I A N ,  WHO S H A L L  EXAM INE THE BODY AND G I V E  P R O F E S S IO N A L  

O P I N I O N  AS TO THE C A U S E  OF THE DEATH . THE T E S T IM O N Y  S H A L L  BE REDUCED TO 

W R I T I N G ] .

* S e c .  7 .  AS 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 8 0  i s  amended to read:

S e c .  1 2 . 6 5 . 0 8 0 .  V E R D IC T  O F  IN Q U E S T  JU R Y . After hearing the t e s t i ­

mony, the Jury or t w o -t h ir d s  of i t s  [T H E IR ] number s h a ll  g iv e  i t s  w ritten 

v e r d i c t ,  sig n ed  [B Y  THEM] and s e t t i n g  out [FORTH]

(1 ) the name of the decea s ed  [PERSON K I L L E D ]  and when, where, 

and by what means he came to h i s  death; and

(2) i f  he was k i l l e d  or h is  death was o c c a s io n e d  by the act 

of another by c r im in a l  means, who i t  b e l i e v e s  i s  g u i l t y .

* S e c .  8 .  AS 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 9 0  i s  amended to read:

S e c .  1 2 . 6 5 . 0 9 0 .  N O T I F I C A T I O N  OF PR OSECUTING ATTO R N EY  [WARRANT FOR 

ARREST OF PERSON C A U S IN G  D E A T H ] .  I f  the jury f in d s  that a [CR IM E WAS 

COMMITTED IN  THE] k i l l i n g  occurred by cr im in a l means [ ,  AND ALSO CHARGES 

A PERSON WITH THE C O M M IS S IO N  OF THE C R I M E ] ,  the coroner [ ,  AS A D I S T R I C T  

JUDGE OR M A G I S T R A T E ,]  shall subm it the v er d ic t  to the pr osecu tin g attor­

ney [IM M E D IA T E L Y  I S S U E  A WARRANT FOR THE ARREST O F  THAT P E R S O N ].

* S e c .  9 .  AS 1 2 . 6 5 . 1 0 0  i s  amended to read:

S e c .  1 2 . 6 5 . 1 0 0 .  UNC LAIM ED  B ODIES [B U R IA L  OF B O D Y ] . When a person 

d i e s  [CORONER HOLDS AN IN Q U E S T  UPON A B O D Y ],  and no person [F R IE N D  OR 

R E L A T I V E ]  appears to c l a im  the body for b u r ia l ,  and no p r o v i s io n  i s  made 

for the body under AS 1 3 . 5 0 ,  the coroner shall n o t i f y  the Department of 

Health and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  which shall cause the body to be p l a i n l y  and 

d e c e n t l y  buried or cremated and the remains d e c e n t l y  in ter r ed.

* S e c .  1 0 .  AS 1 2 . 6 5 . 1 1 0  i s  amended to read:

S e c .  1 2 . 6 5 . 1 1 0 .  IN VEN TO R Y  AND D I S P O S I T I O N  O F  PROPERTY FOR U NCLAIM ED
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[O N ] BODY. I f  a body I s  u nclaim ed as d escrib ed I n  AS 1 2 . 6 5 . 1 0 0  and 

money or other property b elo n g in g  to the deceased la found [ON THE B O D Y ] , 

the coroner [JU DG E OR M A G IS T R A T E ] ahall [MAKE AN] in v e n t o r y  [OF] i t  for 

h ia  records and take I t  In to  hl8 p o s s e s s i o n .  He s h a l l ,  w ithin 30 days 

a f te r  interment [THE I N Q U E S T ] ,  transmit a c e r t i f i e d  c o p y  of the inventory 

and the money or property to the p u b l ic  adm inistrator of h is  j u d i c i a l  

d i s t r i c t  for d i s p o s i t i o n  under AS 2 2 . 1 5 . 3 2 0  [CLERK OF TH E SUPERIOR COURT. 

TH E CLERK SH ALL CAUSE THE PROPERTY TO BE SOLD AS UPON EXECU TION AND 

S H A L L  DEDUCT THE EXPEN SES OF THE S A L E  FROM THE P R O C E E D S .  HE SH ALL 

D E P O S I T  THE REMAINDER OF THE PROCEEDS OF THE SA LE  AND A N Y  MONEY DELIV ER ED  

T O  H IM  BY THE JUDGE OR M AG ISTR ATE I N  THE SAME MANNER A S  MONEY C O LLECTED  

O N JUDGMENTS I N  FAVOR OF THE S T A T E ] .

* S e c .  1 1 .  AS 2 2 . 1 5 . 3 5 0  i s  amended to read:

S e c .  2 2 . 1 5 . 3 5 0 .  OTHER D U T I E S .  I n  a d d it io n  to h i s  other d u t ie s ,  a 

p u b l i c  adm inistrator shall perform the d u ties  set out i n  AS 2 2 . 1 5 . 1 1 0  

and A S  1 2 . 6 5 . 0 2 0  -  1 2 . 6 5 . 1 1 0  and shall perform the d u t i e s  of pu b lic 

g u a r d ian  as set out i n  AS 1 3 . 2 6 . 3 6 0  -  1 3 . 2 6 . 4 1 0 .
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