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I n t r o d u c e d :  5 / 8 / 8 1
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  a n d  F i n a n c e

BY BRADLEY, HOHMAN, BENNETT, DANKWORTH, 
ELIASON, FERGUSON, GILMAN, KELLY, 
MULCAHY, PARR, RODEY, STIMSON,

IN THE SENATE STURGULEWSKI, ZIEGLER AND FAHRENKAMP

SENATE B I L L  N O. 556

IN  THE L E G IS L A T U R E  O F THE STATE O F  ALASK A

TW ELFTH  L E G IS L A T U R E  -  FIR ST  S E S S IO N

A B I L L

For an Act e n t it l e d : "A n  A c t  e s t a b l is h in g  the Veter an s Com m ittee as a

permanent in ter im  committee of the leg isla t u r e s and 

p r o v id in g  for an e f f e c t iv e  d a t e ."

BE I T  ENACTED BY THE L E G IS L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A SK A :

* S e c t io n  1 . AS 2 4 .2 0  i s  amended by adding new s e c t io n s  to read:

A R T IC L E  5 . VETERANS COM M ITTEE.

S e c . 2 4 . 2 0 . 5 7 1 .  VETERANS COM M ITTEE, (a ) The Veter ans Committee 

i s  e sta b lish ed  as a permanent in t e r im  com m ittee of the l e g is l a t u r e .

The establish m ent o f the committee r ecogn izes the need for con tin u in g 

co n s id e r a t io n  by the leg isla tu r e of matters concer ning veter ans.

(b) The Veter an s Committee i s  composed of three members of the 

house appointed by the speaker of the house and three members of the 

sen ate app oin ted by the president of the s e n a t e . The com m ittee elects 

a p r e s id in g  o f f ic e r  from among it s  members.

(c ) When a v a c a n c y  occurs i n  the membership of the Veterans 

Co m m ittee, the p r e s id in g  o fficer  of the appropriate house shall appoint 

a su c cesso r . I f  the o f f ic e  of the presiden t of the senate or speaker 

of the house of r ep r es en t a t iv es becomes vacan t and a v a ca n cy  from the 

a f fected  house occurs among the membership of the co m m ittee, the remain­

in g  committee members from the appropriate house sh all appoint a new 

member.

(d) The Veter a n s Committee shall be or g a n ized  w it h in  15 days 

after the o r g a n iz a t io n  of each l e g is l a t u r e . Members ser ve for the 

duration of the l e g is l a t u r e  during which they are a p p o in t e d . I f  they
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are reelected or their term of o f f ic e  extends into the next succeedin g 

le g is l a t u r e , they continue to ser ve until reappointed or the appointment 

o f  their su c cesso r .

(e) The Veterans Committee may meet during se s s io n s  of the l e g is ­

lature and during the in ter im  between se ssio n s at such tim es and p laces 

i n  the state as the p r e sid in g  o ffic e r  may determine. Members may 

r e c e iv e , for the minimum time required to get to and from m eetings and 

for the p er io d  while attending m eetin g s, the same travel and per d iem  

allowances provided by law for members of the legislatur e when atten d in g 

s e s s io n s , except that members of the committee r eceiv e  no per diem  

during l e g is l a t iv e  s e ssio n s other than the per diem  allowance p a id  to 

other members of the l e g is l a t u r e .

(f) The L e g is l a t i v e  A f f a ir s  Agency shall provide the committee 

with p r ofession al and c le r ic a l a ss ist a n c e  under the au sp ices of the 

L e g is l a t iv e  C o u n c il .

S e c . 2 4 . 2 0 . 5 7 5 .  DU TIES O F THE COM M ITTEE. The Veterans Committee

shall

(1 )  review  the oper ation  of veterans programs in  the statej

( 2 )  review  veterans b en efits availab le to state veterans 

from the federal and state governments j

( 3 )  review  veterans l e g is l a t io n  from other j u r is d ic t io n s )

and

( 4 )  recommend l e g is l a t io n  on matters p e r t a in in g  to veterans 

to the le g is l a t u r e .

*  S e c . 2 . T h is  Act takes effect im m ed iately in  accordance with AS 0 1 . 1 0 . -

28 070(c).
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