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BY THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 547 (Judiciary)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act permitting the exclusion of the public during

testimony of young victims of sexual offenses."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 12.45 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 12.45.048. EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC FROM TRIAL DURING TESTIMONY BY 

YOUNG VICTIM OF SEXUAL OFFENSE. (a) After notice to the defendant, the 

state m a y  apply to the court for an order excluding the public from the 

courtroom during the testimony of a child who is the alleged victim of a 

violation of AS 11.41.410 - 11.41.455. The order shall be granted if 

the court finds that the child is under 16 years of age at the time of 

the t r i a l .

(b) If the public is excluded from the trial under (a) of this 

section, the testimony given during the time the public is excluded 

shall be available to the public upon request within a reasonable time 

sufficient to allow preparation of a tape recording or transcript of the 

testimony.

(c) In this section "public" means all persons except

(1) the judge presiding over the trial:

(2) the members of the jury:

(3) the defendant and the attorney and an investigator for

the defendant:

(4) the prosecuting attorney and an Investigating officer for

the state:

(5) the parents or legal guardians of the child:
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(6) a g u a r d i a n  ad l i t e m  or a t t o r n e y  for the childi

(7) In the d l a c r e t l o n  of the court, an adult for w h o m  the 

c h i l d  haa d e v e l o p e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  em o t i o n a l  attachment W h o  c a n  p r o v i d e  

emotional support for the c h i l d  w h i l e  the c h i l d  t e s t i f i e s »

(8) c o u r t  p ersonnel, I n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  essential for t a k i n g  the 

testimonyi and

(9) a m e m b e r  o f  the press.
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