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SENATE BILL NO. 502 
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE -  FIRST SESSION 
A BILL

For an Act e n t i t l e d : "An Act r e la t in g  to  the development o f  commercial f is h
and s h e l l f i s h  species and u n d e ru t il iz e d  s p e c ie s ; and
provid ing f o r  an e f f e c t iv e  d a te ."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* S e c t io n  1 . FINDINGS. The le g is la tu r e  fin ds th a t

(1 )  in  many geographic reg ions o f the s t a t e  the commercial f i s h ­
ing in du s try  p rov ides the only s ig n if ic a n t  o c cu p a t ion a l o p p o r tu n it ie s  for 
re s id en ts  o f  the r e g io n s ;

( 2 )  in  many geographic reg ions o f the s t a t e  w ith l im ite d  occupa­
t ion a l o p p o r tu n it ie s  o ther than in  the commercial f is h in g  in d u s try  the 
optimum y ie ld  o f the  harvest o f  c e r ta in  sp ec ie s  has not been reached , 
commercial f is h in g  has only re c en tly  developed, o r a s u b s ta n t ia l p o r tion  o f  
the a llow ab le  h a rv e s t o f the sp e c ie s  has been a l lo c a t e d  to  f is h in g  vesaels 
o f a fo r e ig n  n a t ion ;

(3 ) in  many geographic reg ions o f the s t a t e  there a re  s ig n if ic a n t  
popu la tion s  or s to ck s  o f f is h  and s h e l l f is h  which a re  not h a rv ested  com­
m e r c ia l ly ;

(4 )  i t  i s  in  the in te r e s t  o f the s t a t e  th a t a l l  develop ing and 
p o te n t ia l ly  s ig n i f i c a n t  commercial f is h e r ie s  ach iev e  optimum u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  
popu la tion s  and s to ck s  o f f i s h  and s h e l l f i s h ,  c o n s is te n t  w ith th e  needs o f  
sub s is ten ce  fisherm en ;

(5 )  f a c i l i t a t in g  the  growth o f  develop ing  and p o t e n t ia l ly  s ig n i f i  
cant commercial f is h e r ie s  w il l  prov ide in creased  o ccu p a tion a l o p p o rtun it ie s  
in  many geograph ic reg ions o f  the s t a t e ; and
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(6 )  I t  i s  in  the bes t in t e r e s t  o f the re s id en ts  o f  the d i f f e r e n t
2II g eog raph ic  reg ions o f  th e  s ta te  th a t  lo c a l  o rg an iza tion s a r e  p rov ided  an
3 o p p o r tu n ity  to  p a r t i c ip a t e  in  development planning fo r  e x i s t in g  and p o te n t ia l  
4 II commercial f i s h e r ie s .
6 1| * S e c . 2 . PURPOSE. I t  is  the pu rpose  o f th is  Act to
6 II (1 ) e s t a b l i s h  a process f o r  f a c i l i t a t in g  the g row th o f th e  com-
7 1 m e rc ia l harvest o f  deve lop ing  com m ercial and u n d e ru t i l iz e d  f i s h  and s h e l l -  
8 f i s h  sp e c ie s  in  the d i f f e r e n t  g eog raph ic  reg ions o f the s t a t e  in  such a 
9 1 manner as to  in c re a se  o ccup a tion a l o p p o r tu n it ie s  w ith in  th e  commercial 
101| f i s h in g  in du s try ; and
1111 (2 ) p rov id e  an opp o rtun ity  f o r  the re s id en ts  o f  d i f f e r e n t  geo -
121 g ra p h ic  reg ions o f  th e  s t a t e  to  p a r t i c ip a t e  in  the development p lann ing fo r  
131| e x is t in g  and p o te n t ia l  commercial f i s h e r i e s .

* S e c . 3 . AS 1 6 .0 5 .0 5 0 (1 2 )  i s  amended to re ad :
(1 2 ) n ot la t e r  than March 31 o f  each y e a r , p rov ide to  the 

commissioner o f  revenue and th e  commissioner o f commerce and economic
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development th e  names o f th o se  f i s h  and s h e l l f i s h  s p e c ie s  which he 
designates as deve lop ing comm ercial f is h  and s h e l l f i s h  sp e c ie s  f o r  the 
fo llow in g  f i s c a l  year o f the s t a t e ;  a f i s h  or s h e l l f i s h  sp e c ie s  is  a 
develop ing commercial f i s h  or s h e l l f i s h  spec ie s  i f ,  w ith  a s p e c i f ie d  
geog raph ica l r e g io n ,

(A ) the optimum y ie ld  from the h a r v e s t  o f the  sp e c ie s  
has not been reached ;

(B ) a s u b s ta n t ia l p o r tion  o f the a llow a b le  h a rv e s t  o f 
the s p e c ie s  has been a l l o c a t e d  to  f is h in g  v e s s e ls  o f a fo re ig n  
n a tion ; o r

(C ) a comm ercial harvest o f the [F ISH ] s p e c ie s  has 
re c en tly  deve loped .

* S e c . 4 . AS 45 i s  amended by add ing a new chapter t o  read :
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CHAPTER 99 . MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS.
S e c . 4 5 .9 9 .0 0 1 .  DEVELOPING AND UNDERUTILIZED FISH AND SHELLFISH 

SPECIES. (a )  The commissioner o f commerce and economic development 
sh a ll annua lly  p repare , and amend as n e ce ssa ry , a comprehensive plan  
fo r  enhancing o ccupa tion a l o p p o r tu n it ie s  in  the commercial f ish in g  
in dustry  in  d i f f e r e n t  geograph ic reg ions o f the s t a t e  by

(1 )  f a c i l i t a t in g  growth in  the  commercial h a rves t o f  develop­
ing commercial f i s h  and s h e l l f i s h  sp e c ie s  w ith in  those geographic 
re g io n s ; and

(2 )  develop ing commercial f i s h e r ie s  o f  u n d e ru t il iz e d  species  
w ith in  those  geograph ic r e g io n s .

(b ) The p lan  sh a ll id e n t ify
(1 )  developing commercial f i s h  and s h e l l f i s h  spec ie s and 

un d e ru t il iz e d  spec ie s  w ith in  s p e c if ie d  geograph ic reg ion s ;
(2 )  the fa c to r s  impeding in crea sed  h a rv e s t , p ro cess in g , and 

marketing o f  develop ing commercial f i s h  and s h e l l f i s h  sp ec ie s  and 
u n d e ru t i l iz e d  sp e c ie s , in c lud in g  la ck  o f supportiv e  in f r a s t ru c tu r e , 
ex cess iv e  r e g u la to ry  burdens, la ck  o f  c o o rd in a t io n  o f government 
ag en c ie s , la c k  o f  a p p lic a t io n  o f a v a i la b le  techno logy , and inadequacies 
in  government and p r iv a te  f in an c ia l p a r t i c ip a t io n  programs;

( 3 )  commercial f ish in g  in d u s try  m arket, p rod u c t , and te ch ­
nology re s e a rch  and development needs; and

(4 )  te ch n ica l a ss is tan ce  needs o f  the h a rv e s tin g , p ro cess ­
in g , and marketing elements o f the commercial f is h in g  in du stry .

( c )  The p lan  s h a l l  in clude recommendations fo r
( 1 )  responding to  the re s e a rch  and development needs o f the 

commercial f is h in g  in du stry  as regards the  in d u s try 's  m arkets, p rodu cts , 
and te ch n o log y ;

( 2 )  The p rov is ion  o f te c h n ic a l a s s is tan ce  to  those elements
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o f  the commercial f ish in g  industry engaged in  the ha rvestin g , p rocess­
in g , and marketing o f f is h  and s h e l l f i s h ]

(3 ) meeting the in fra s t ru c tu re  needs o f the commercial 
f is h in g  industry  in clud ing port and harbor development] and

(4 ) app rop ria te  a c tion  t o  r e l ie v e  the e f fe c t s  o f fa c to rs  
impeding the in creased  ha rves t, p rocess ing  and marketing o f developing 
commercial f i s h  and s h e l l f is h  sp e c ie s  and u n d e ru tiliz ed  sp ec ie s .

(d ) The Department o f Commerce and Economic Development sha ll 
submit recommendations developed under ( c ) ( 1 )  and (2 ) o f  th is  se c tion  
as budget requests  in accordance w ith AS 3 7 .0 7 .0 5 0 . The requests 
submitted s h a l l  in clude recommendations, when app rop r ia te , fo r con­
t ra c t in g  or jo in t  p a r t ic ip a t io n  w ith lo c a l governments, p r iv a te  non­
p r o f i t  co rp o ra tion s  or p r iv a te  in s t i t u t io n s  to  meet the  techn ica l 
a ss is tan ce  o r research  and development needs.

(e ) In preparing the plan under th is  s e c t io n , the commissioner o f 
commerce and economic development s h a ll use every reasonab le e f f o r t  to  
provide op p o r tun it ie s  fo r  the re s id en ts  o f  the d if fe r e n t  geographic 
reg ions o f the  s ta te  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in the development planning.

( f )  The Department of Commerce and Economic Development sh a ll 
annually submit a rep o rt to the le g is la tu r e  d e ta il in g  the elements o f 
the development plan developed under th is  s e c tion  by th e  10th day a f te r  
each le g is la tu r e  convenes.

(g ) In  th is  se c tion
(1 )  a species is  a "develop ing commercial f i s h  or s h e l l f i s h  

species" i f ,  w ith in  a s p e c if ie d  geographic reg ion ,
(A) the optimum y ie ld  from the harvest o f  the species  

has not been reached ;
(B) a su b s tan tia l p o r tion  o f  the a llow ab le  harvest o f 

the spec ie s  has been a l lo c a te d  to f is h in g  v esse ls  o f a fo re ign



-r~s - /v

I

J )

#

nationi or

(C) a commercial harvest of the species has recently

developed!

(2) a species is an "underutilized species" if, within a 

specified geographic region, the species is not currently harvested for 

commercial purposes but that adequate populations or stocks exist to 

produce a product for existing or future market demands.

* Sec. 5. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance with AS 01.10.- 

070(c).

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20 

21 

22

23

24 

26 

26

27

28 

29

-5- SB 502


