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IN THE SENATE BY KELLY
SENATE BILL NO. 299 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
TWELFTH LEGISLATURE -  FIRST SESSION 

A BILL
For an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to  e l e c t i o n s . "
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t io n  1. AS 1 5 . 0 7 . 0 7 0 ( c )  i s  amended to  read :
(c )  The names o f  persons subm itt ing  completed r e g i s t r a t i o n  forms 

by mail which are dated [POSTMARKED] a t  l e a s t  30 days be fo re  th e  next 
e l e c t i o n  s h a l l  be p la ced  on the o f f i c i a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  l i s t  f o r  tha t 
e l e c t i o n .  The name o f  a person subm iting a completed r e g i s t r a t i o n  form 
by mail which was not dated [POSTMARKED] b e fo re  the  30-day requirement 
s h a l l  not be p laced  on the o f f i c i a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  l i s t  f o r  the  next 
e l e c t i o n  but s h a l l  be p la ced  on the master r e g i s t e r  a f t e r  th a t  e l e c t i o n .

* S e c . 2. AS 1 5 . 0 7 . 0 7 0 ( f )  i s  amended to  read :
( f )  Incomplete or in a c cu ra te  r e g i s t r a t i o n  forms may not be ac­

cep ted  and s h a l l  be reex ecu ted . The da te  o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n  s h a l l  be the 
da te  o f  reex ecu t ion  [BEFORE A REGISTRATION OFFICIAL OR THE POSTMARK
DATE IF THE APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION IS BY MAIL].

* S e c .  3 . AS 1 5 .0 7 .1 3 5  i s  amended to  r e a d :
Sec . 1 5 .0 7 . 1 3 5 .  SUSPENSION OF REGISTRATION OF CONVICTED PERSONS. 

The d i r e c t o r  s h a l 1 make reasonab le  e f f o r t s  to  o b ta in  the names of 
persons conv ic ted  o f  a fe lon y  in vo lv in g  moral t u r p i t u d e .  The d i r e c t o r  
s h a l l  a ls o  make rea sonab le  e f f o r t s  t o  ob ta in  the  names o f  persons  
u n c on d i t io n a l ly  d ischa rg ed  from cu s tody . The d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  withdraw  
[SUSPEND] the  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  a person c onv ic ted  o f  a fe lony  invo lv ing  
moral tu rp itu d e  u n t i l  the  person is u n c on d i t io n a l ly  d is ch a rg ed  from 
cu s tody .
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* S e c . 4 .  AS 1 5 .0 7 .1 4 0  i s  amended to r e a d :
S e c . 1 5 .0 7 . 1 4 0 .  GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE SUPERVISION BY DIRECTOR. 

The d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  p rov ide  general a dm in is t ra t iv e  superv is ion  over the 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  and r e r e g i s t r a t i o n  of v o t e r s .  The d i r e c t o r  s h a l l ,  no 
l a t e r  than 40 days b e fo re  any e le c t i o n ,  arrange t o  have the l i s t  o f  
r e g i s t e r e d  vo te rs  o f  the  p re c in c t  p u b l i c ly  d is p la y ed . The d i r e c t o r  
s h a l l  i n s t r u c t  e l e c t i o n  [REGISTRATION] o f f i c i a l s  t o  post the l i s t  o f  
r e g i s t e r e d  vo te rs  in  a number o f lo c a t io n s  c a l c u l a t e d  to  ob ta in  maximum 
r e c o g n i t i o n .  Upon reques t  by the mayor or manager o f a m un ic ip a l i ty  
the  d i r e c t o r  sh a l l  fu rn is h  r e g i s t r a t i o n  in fo rm at ion  fo r  a l l  p r e c in c t s  
a l l  o r  p a r t  o f  which a re  w ith in  the boundaries o f  the lo ca l  government 
u n i t .

* S e c .  5 . AS 1 5 .1 0 .1 8 0  i s  amended to  read :
Sec . 1 5 .1 0 . 1 8 0 .  APPOINTMENT OF PARTY REPRESENTATIVES FOR STATE 

BALLOT COUNTING REVIEW [CANVASS]. The d i r e c t o r  sh a l l  appo in t two 
persons from each p o l i t i c a l  party to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  the s t a t e  b a l l o t  
coun ting  review [CANVASSING OF THE VOTE]. Each person who i s  appoin ted  
and serves is  e n t i t l e d  t o  compensation as p rov ided  in AS 1 5 .1 5 . 3 8 0 .  
Each p o l i t i c a l  party may present to  the d i r e c t o r  a l i s t  o f  th ree  or 
more names from which he s h a l l  s e le c t  the persons to rep resen t the 
p a r ty .  The l i s t  o f  names may be subm itted in w r i t in g  at l e a s t  30 days 
b e fo re  the date o f the e l e c t i o n .  The persons to  rep resen t the pa r ty  on 
the  s t a t e  b a l l o t  coun ting  review [CANVASSING] board  may be s e le c te d  by 
the  s t a t e  pa r ty  c e n t r a l  committee o r  in  any o th e r  manner p re s c r ib ed  by 
th e  bylaws o f the p a r ty .  The l i s t  o f  names s h a l l  be c e r t i f i e d  by the 
chairman o f  the s t a t e  c e n t r a l  committee o f  the p a r ty  or by the person  
a u th o r iz e d  by the p a r ty  bylaws to a c t  in  the absence o f  the chairman.

* S e c . 6 .  AS 1 5 .1 5 . 1 4 0 ( a )  I s  amended to  read :
(a )  I f  the e l e c t i o n  board r e c e iv e s  an in s u f f i c i e n t  number o f
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o f f i c i a l  paper b a l l o t s ,  o f f i c i a l  punch-card b a l l o t s ,  or o f f i c i a l  e l e c ­
t ion  m a te r ia ls ,  i t  a h a l l  provide and the voters may use unmarked sub­
s t i t u t e  b a l l o t s  or o ther e le c t io n  m ate r ia ls  to in d ica te  th e ir  in tent 
[THE INTENT OF THE VOTER].

* Sec . 7. AS 1 5 .1 5 .1 9 5  i s  amended to  read :
Sec. 1 5 .1 5 .1 9 5 .  VOTERS ON OFFICIAL REGISTRATION LIST. An e le c t io n  

Judge in a p re c in c t  s h a l l  allow a vo ter whose name appears on the 
o f f i c i a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  l i s t  to  vote in the prec in ct un less the voter is  
questioned in accordance with AS 1 5 .1 5 .2 1 0 .

* Sec. 8. AS 15 .15  is  amended by adding a new se c t ion  to read:
Sec. 1 5 .1 5 . 2 1 0 .  QUESTIONING OF VOTERS OF SUSPECT QUALIFICATION. 

Every e le c t io n  Judge and e le c t ion  c le rk  sha ll ques t ion , and every 
watcher and o ther person q u a l i f ie d  to  vote in the p re c in c t  may question  
a person attempting to vote i f  the questioner has good reason to suspect 
tha t the questioned person is  not q u a l i f i e d  to vo te . A ll questions 
regarding a pe rson 's  q u a l i f i c a t io n s  to  vote sha ll be made in w riting  
se tt in g  out the reason the person has been questioned. A questioned 
person before voting sh a l l  subscribe to  an oath and a f f i d a v i t  provided 
by the d i r e c t o r  a t t e s t in g  to the f a c t  tha t in each p a r t i c u la r  the 
person meets a l l  the q u a l i f i c a t io n s  o f  a vo te r , that he is  not d i s ­
q u a l i f i e d ,  and tha t  he has not voted a t the same e le c t io n .  He sha l l  
a lso  s ta te  the p lace  from which he came immediately before l iv ing  in  
the prec in ct in  which he now o f fe r s  to  vote and the length o f  time o f  
h is  residence in  the former p la ce . A fter the questioned person has 
taken the oath  and signed the a f f i d a v i t ,  the person may vote . I f  the 
questioned person re fuses  to take the oath or sign the a f f i d a v i t ,  the 
person may not vo te .

* Sec. 9. AS 1 5 .1 5 .2 1 5  i s  amended to  read :
Sec. 1 5 .1 5 .2 1 5 .  DISPOSITION OF QUESTIONED VOTES. A voter who
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c a s t s  a questioned b a l l o t  s h a l l  vote h i s  b a l l o t  in the  same manner as 
p re s c r ib ed  fo r  o th e r  v o te rs . A fte r the  e le c t io n  judge  removes the 
numbered stub from the b a l l o t ,  the v o te r  s h a l l  in s e r t  the b a l l o t  in to  a 
small envelope and put the small envelope in to  a la r g e r  envelope on 
which the statement he p rev iou s ly  s igned i s  lo c a te d . These la rg e r  
envelopes s h a l l  be sealed and depos ited  in the b a l l o t  box. When the
b a l l o t  box is  opened, these envelopes s h a l l  be s eg rega ted , coun ted ,
compared to the vo t ing  l i s t ,  and d e l iv e r e d  to the o f f i c i a l  or body 
superv is in g  the e l e c t i o n .  The merits  o f  the quest ion  s h a l l  be d e t e r ­
mined by the d i s t r i c t  questioned b a l l o t  counting board [THIS OFFICIAL 
OR BODY] in accordance with the procedure prescr ibed  f o r  questioned  
vo tes  in AS 1 5 .2 0 . 2 0 7 .
Se c . 10. AS 1 5 .1 5 .2 4 0  is  amended to read :

Sec. 1 5 .1 5 . 2 4 0 .  ASSISTANCE TO [ASSISTING] VOTER [BY JUDGE]. A
q u a l i f i e d  vo te r  who cannot read , mark the b a l l o t ,  o r  s ign h i s  name may 
reques t  an e l e c t i o n  o f f i c i a l  [JUDGE], o r  a person [ ,  OR NOT MORE THAN 
TWO PERSONS] o f  h i s  cho ice  to  a s s i s t  him. I f  the e l e c t i o n  o f f i c i a l  
[JUDGE] is  reque s ted , he s h a l l  a s s i s t  the  vo te r . I f  any o th e r  person is  
reques ted , the person s h a l l  s ta te  upon oath before  the e l e c t i o n  Judge 
th a t  he w i l l  not divulge the vote c a s t  by the person whom he a s s i s t s .
Se c . 11. AS 1 5 .1 5 .2 6 0  i s  amended to  read :

Sec. 1 5 .1 5 . 2 6 0 .  PLACING BALLOT IN BALLOT BOX BY VOTER. When the
v o te r  has marked h is  b a l l o t ,  he s h a l l  inform the e l e c t i o n  o f f i c i a l
[JUDGE]. The d i r e c t o r  may requ ire  t h a t  the voter re tu rn  the b a l l o t  t o  
the  e le c t io n  o f f i c i a l  [JUDGE] tem po ra r i ly  so that any stub which may be 
p a r t  o f  the b a l l o t  may be removed by the e le c t io n  o f f i c i a l  [JUDGE].
Any such requirement s h a l l  p r o te c t  the  secrecy o f  the b a l l o t .  In a l l  
cases the b a l l o t  s h a l l  be depos ited  in  the b a l l o t  box by the v o te r  
h im se lf  in  the  presence o f  the e l e c t i o n  o f f i c i a l  [JUDGE] un less  the



*

iii

1 v o t e r  reques ts  the e l e c t i o n  o f f i c i a l  [JUDGE] t o  d ep o s i t  the  b a l l o t  on
2 h i s  b e h a l f .  S epara te  b a l l o t  boxes may be used f o r  sepa ra te  b a l l o t s .
3 * S e c .  1 2 . AS 1 5 .1 5 . 3 0 0  I s  amended t o  r e a d :
4 Sec . 1 5 .1 5 . 3 0 0 .  [PROHIBITING THE COUNT OF] EXHIBITED BALLOTS. No
s e l e c t i o n  o f f i c i a l  may a l l ow  a b a l l o t  t o  be p la ced  In the  b a l l o t  box
8 which he knows to  have been un law fu l ly  e x h ib i te d  by the v o t e r .  A
7 b a l l o t  un law fu lly  e x h ib i te d  s h a l l  be reco rded  as a s p o i le d  b a l l o t  and
8 des troyed  and a rep lacement b a l l o t  may not be given to  the v o t e r .
9 * S e c .  13 . AS 1 5 .1 5 .3 3 0  I s  amended t o  r e a d :

10 Sec . 1 5 .1 5 . 3 3 0 .  COMMENCEMENT OF BALLOT COUNT. When th e  p o l l s  are
11 c lo s e d  and the l a s t  vo te  has been c a s t ,  the e l e c t i o n  board and c le rk s
12 o r  coun ters s h a l l  [IMMEDIATELY] p ro ceed  to  open the b a l l o t  box and to
13 coun t the vo tes c a s t .  In  a l l  cases th e  e l e c t i o n  board s h a l l  cause the
14 count to  be con tinued w ithou t adjournment u n t i l  the  count i s  comple te .
16 * S e c . 14 . AS 1 5 . 1 5 . 3 6 0 ( c )  i s  amended t o  read :
16 ( c )  The r u le s  se t  o u t  In  th i s  s e c t i o n  app ly  to  hand-marked punch-
17 ca rd  sample b a l l o t s  and t o  hand-marked punch -ca rd  b a l l o t s  I f  punch -card
18 machines are not a v a i l a b le  in  a p r e c in c t .
19 * S e c . 1 5 . AS 1 5 .1 5 . 4 2 0  i s  amended to  r e a d :
20 Sec . 1 5 .1 5 . 4 2 0 .  DUTY TO REVIEW THE BALLOT COUNTING. The d i r e c t o r
21 s h a l l  review the r e s u l t s  [COUNTING] o f  the  count o f  b a l l o t s  w ith  the
22 a s s is t a n c e  o f  and in the presence o f  the  appo in ted  r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  from
23 th e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s .
24 * Sec . 16 . AS 1 5 . 1 5 . 4 3 0 ( a )  i s  amended t o  read :
26 (a )  The review o f  the r e s u l t s  o f  the  b a l l o t  counting by the
26 d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  in c lude  on ly
27 ( 1 ) a review and comparison o f  the t a l l i e s  o f  hand-marked
28 b a l l o t s  in  the e l e c t i o n  p o l l  books w ith  the p r e c in c t  e l e c t i o n  c e r t i f i -
29 c a te s  to  c o r r e c t  any mathematical e r r o r  In  the count o f hand-marked
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b a l lo t s ^ .  [ , ]
(2 )  a review o f  the  t a l l i e s  o f  w r i t e - in  votes and a review 

o f  e l e c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s  as provided by law from p re c in c ts  using punch- 
card  b a l l o t s ^  [ , ]

(3 ) a review o f  absentee and questioned b a l l o t s  as p re sc r ib ed
by law .

* Sec . 1 7 .  AS 1 5 .2 0 . 0 7 1 ( c )  i s  amended to  read :
( c )  The pe rsona l r ep re s en ta t iv e  s h a l l  d e l iv e r  the absentee b a l l o t  

t o  the  v o te r  as soon as p r a c t i c a b l e .  Upon r e c e ip t  o f  an absentee
b a l l o t  through a personal r e p re s e n ta t iv e ,  the v o te r  sh a l l  proceed to
mark th e  b a l l o t  in  s e c r e t ,  t o  p lace  the b a l l o t  in  the small envelope, 
to  p la c e  the small envelope in  the la rg e r  envelope , and to s ign the 
v o t e r ' 8 c e r t i f i c a t e  on the back o f  the envelope in  the presence o f  the  
pe rson a l rep re sen ta t iv e  who s h a l l  s ign as a t t e s t in g  witness and date  
h i s  s ig n a tu r e .  The voter s h a l l  then re tu rn  the absentee b a l l o t  to h i s  
pe rson a l r ep re sen ta t iv e  who s h a l l  d e l iv e r  the b a l l o t  to the e le c t io n  
o f f i c i a l  who prov ided  the b a l l o t .  The absentee b a l l o t  may not be 
counted unless i t  i s  [MUST BE] returned to  the e le c t i o n  o f f i c i a l  w ith in  
th re e  days from the date i t  i s  obta ined or by [BUT NOT LATER THAN] 8 :0 0  
p.m. on e le c t io n  day , whichever occurs f i r s t . An absentee b a l l o t  th a t  
i s  n o t  returned t o  the e l e c t i o n  o f f i c i a l  under t h i s  s e c t ion  [BY THE 
CLOSE OF BUSINESS ON THE THIRD DAY FROM THE DAY IT IS OBTAINED] may not 
be coun ted  but th e  voter may vote in  the e l e c t i o n .

* Sec . 1 8 .  AS 1 5 .2 0 . 1 9 0 ( a )  i s  amended to  read :
( a )  Th ir ty  days b e fo re  [PRIOR TO] the date o f  an e l e c t i o n ,  the

e l e c t i o n  superv iso rs  sh a l l  appo in t , in the same manner provided fo r  the 
appointment o f  e l e c t i o n  Judges p re scr ib ed  in  AS 1 5 .1 0 .1 5 0 ,  d i s t r i c t  
absen tee b a l lo t  counting boards and d i s t r i c t  questioned b a l l o t  counting  
bo a rd s , each composed o f f o u r  members, two from each p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty .
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The d i s t r i c t  boards s h a l l  a s s i s t  the e le c t io n  sup e rv iso rs  in  counting 
the absentee and questioned b a l lo t s  and sh a l l  r e c e iv e  the [SAME] 
compensation s e t  by the d i r e c t o r  [PAID ELECTION JUDGES] under AS 1 5 .1 5 . -  
380 .

* Sec . 19. AS 1 5 .2 0  i s  amended by adding a new s e c t io n  to  read :
Sec. 1 5 .2 0 . 2 2 0 .  PROCEDURE FOR STATE REVIEW. ( a )  When the d i re c ­

t o r  and appointed party rep re sen ta t iv e s  have completed the review of 
b a l l o t s  c a s t  a t  the voting p re c in c t s ,  they s h a l l  proceed to review the 
absentee and questioned b a l l o t  votes c e r t i f i e d  by th e  d i s t r i c t  counting 
boards . The review o f  the absentee and questioned b a l lo t  vote c e r t i ­
f i e d  by the d i s t r i c t  counting boards s h a l l  be accomplished by reviewing 
the t a l l i e s  o f  the recorded vo te  tx> check fo r  mathematical e r r o r  and by
comparing the t o t a l s  with the e le c t io n  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f r e s u l t s .

(b ) The s t a t e  review board sh a l l  review and count absentee and 
questioned b a l l o t s  which have been forwarded to  th e  d ire c to r  and which 
have not been reviewed or counted by a d i s t r i c t  counting board .
Absentee and questioned b a l l o t s  not rece ived  in  th e  o f f i c e  o f  the 
d i r e c t o r  by 4 :0 0  p.m. on the 15th day fo l low ing th e  e le c t ion  may not be 
counted in the review.

* Sec . 20. AS 1 5 .6 0 .0 1 0 (4 )  i s  amended to  read :
(4 )  " e le c t io n  board" means the lo c a l  p r e c in c t  board composed

o f  the [THREE] e le c t io n  Judges and c le rk s  appointed under AS 1 5 .1 0 . 1 5 0 ;
* Sec . 21. AS 1 5 .6 0 . 0 1 0 ( 6 )  i s  amended to  read :

( 6 )  " e le c t io n  o f f i c i a l "  means e le c t io n  judges , c l e r k s ,  
coun te rs , members o f  counting or review boards , employees o f  the
d iv is io n  o f  e lectionS j^ [AND] absentee vo t ing  o f f i c i a l s , and r e g i s t r a ­
t i o n  o f f i c i a l s i

* Sec . 22. AS 1 5 .6 0 .0 1 0 (1 0 )  I s  amended to  read :
(1 0 )  "hand-marked b a l l o t  means a b a l l o t  [DESIGNATED TO BE]
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marked by hand w ith  a pen o r  p e n c i l i
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