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IN THE SENATE BY STIMSON, FISCHER, RODEY AND KELLY 

SENATE BILL NO. 271 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act establishing a tuition waiver fund: and provid

ing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. PURPOSE. This Act is intended to reduce the financial 

burden of attending Alaska institutions of higher learning. Waiver of 

tuition under the structure created by this Act will encourage students to 

successfully complete their postsecondary coursework.

* Sec. 2. AS 14.40 is amended by adding a new section to read:

ARTICLE 14. TUITION WAIVER FUND.

Sec. 14.40.961. TUITION WAIVER FUND. (a) A tuition waiver fund

is established to reimburse eligible institutions for tuition waived

under the provisions of this section.

(b) The tuition waiver fund is administered by the executive 

secretary of the student financial aid committee established under 

AS 14.40.753 - 14.40.757, subject to review by the committee and to 

those regulations the committee may adopt to implement AS 14.40.970 - 

14.40.976.

(c) Subject to the limitations of (d) of this section, an eligible 

institution may apply for and receive reimbursement from the tuition 

waiver fund for tuition which the institution waives for a student who

(1) has successfully completed coursework in courses taken 

at the institution during one full termi

(2) is enrolled for a subsequent consecutive term at the in­

stitution, excluding a summer termi and
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( 3 )  has r e g i s t e r e d  to take a number of c r e d i t  hours or 

c o u r s e s  for which the t u i t i o n  l e v e l  i s  l e s s  than or equal  to the t u i t i o n  

l e v e l  for the coursework which the st ud e nt  has s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p le t e d  

d u r i n g  the p r e c e d i n g  term.

( d )  The amount of r e im bu r se m e nt  for t u i t i o n  w a i v e d  i n  one term 

may not e x c e e d  an amount e qu al  to the t u i t i o n  charged by  the U n i v e r s i t y  

of A l a s k a  for an e q u i v a l e n t  p e r i o d  o f  e n r o l l m e n t .

( e )  I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n

( 1 )  " e l i g i b l e  i n s t i t u t i o n "  means a p o s t s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n  b a s e d  i n  the s t a t e ,  which i s s u e s  a s s o c i a t e ,  b a c c a l a u r e a t e ,  

or h i g h e r  d e g r e e s ,  which i s  a c c r e d i t e d  by  the r e g i o n a l  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  

a g e n c y  for A l a s k a ,  and which i s  a u t h o r i z e d  to operate in  the s t a t e  

under A S  1 4 . 4 8 . 0 7 0  or exempt from r e g u l a t i o n  under AS  1 4 . 4 8 . 0 3 0 ( b ) ;

(2 )  " s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d "  means c o m p l e t i n g  an e d u c a t i o n a l  

c o u r s e  and r e c e i v i n g  a p a s s i n g  grad e and c r e d i t  for the c our se ;  i n  the 

c a s e  of  a st ude nt e n r o l l e d  for gr ad uat e c r e d i t ,  the term a l s o  i n c l u d e s  

r e c e i v i n g  a p a s s i n g  grade of  " C "  or i t s  e q u i v a l e n t ,  or b e t t e r ;

( 3 )  "summer te r m "  means a term which starts and ends be t w e e n  

May 1 and Septem be r 30 of a c a l e n d a r  y e a r ;

( 4 )  " t e r m "  means a d i v i s i o n  of a p o s t s e c o n d a r y  a c ad e m ic  year 

and i n c l u d e s  a qu ar te r,  a s e m e s t e r ,  or other a c a d e m ic  year d i v i s i o n  

u s e d  b y  e l i g i b l e  i n s t i t u t i o n s .

*  S e c .  3 .  T h i s  Act  takes e f f e c t  J u l y  1 ,  1 9 8 1 .
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