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1 IN THE SENATE BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE
21 CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 249 (Reaourcea)
3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
4 TWELFTH LEGISLATURE -  FIRST SESSION
5 A BILL
6 For an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e la t in g  to  the d iv is io n  o f  conmercial f i s h e r -
7 lea and f la h e r le s  information planning and ana ly s is !
8 and prov id ing  fo r  an e f f e c t iv e  d a te ."
9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

10 * Sec t ion  1 . FINDINGS AND PURPOSES. (a ) The l e g is la t u r e  f in ds  that
11 there is  a need fo r  the s t a t e
12 (1 )  to  plan f o r  the continuing development and eva lu a t ion  o f
13 comprehensive commercial and subsis ten ce  f is h e r ie s  in formation  regarding the
14 id e n t i f i c a t i o n  and sep a ra t ion , enumeration, d i s t r ib u t i o n ,  m igration  pa t te rn s ,
15 run tim ing, b io lo g ic a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  and h ab i ta t  requirements o f  a l l  
18 s ig n i f i c a n t  f i s h  popu la tions and s to ck s , including un de ru t i l iz ed  spec iest
17 and
18 (2 )  to  con t in u a l ly  improve i t s  e f f o r t  to  address major f i s h e r ie s
19 resource a l l o c a t io n s  among user groups and gear types with e f f e c t iv e  in -
20 season management r e su lt in g  from comprehensive data and knowledge o f  f i s h e r -
21 le s  popu la t ion s and stocks upon which Alaskans r e ly  f o r  food , income, and
22 r e c r e a t ion .
23 (b ) I t  i s  the purpose o f  th is  Act to  i n i t i a t e  and con so l id a te  an
24 ongoing process for  the s t a t e  to  plan fo r  and id en t i fy  commercial and sub-
25 s is ten ce  f i s h e r ie s  in fo rm ationa l needs in order to  ensure the susta ined
26 y ie ld  and equ i tab le  management of the f i s h e r ie s  popu la t ion s  and s to ck s ,  the
27 development and eva luation  o f  tha t in formation , and to  a s s i s t  the in -season
28 management o f  those stocks to  minimize the s o c ia l  and economic e f f e c t s  o f
29 resou rce  a l l o c a t i o n  dec is ion s  among user groups and gear types .
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* Sec. 2 . AS 1 6 .0 5  i s  amended by adding a new s e c t io n  to  read :
Sec . 1 6 . 0 5 . 0 9 5 .  FISHERIES INFORMATION PLANNING AND ANALYSIS. The 

d iv i s i o n  o f  commercial f i s h e r i e s ,  in  a d d i t io n  t o  i t s  o th e r  d u t ie s ,  
sh a l l

(1 )  lo c a t e  and ga the r  a l l  known in form ation  and d a ta , from 
a l l  known s o u r c e s ,  necessary  or adv isab le  fo r  the development, imple ­
mentation , and e v a lu a t ion  o f  management s t r a t e g ie s  f o r  the sub s is ten ce  
and commercial f i s h e r ie s  in  the s t a t e ;  t h i s  In form ation  and data s h a l l  
in c lude  data  regard ing i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and s e p a ra t io n , enumeration , 
migration  p a t te rn s  and run tim ing, b i o l o g i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  and 
h a b i t a t  requirements and any other r e le v an t  d a ta , o f  a l l  s i g n i f i c a n t  
f i s h  popu la t ion s  and s to ck s  in the s t a t e ,  in c lud ing  u n d e ru t i l iz e d  
s p e c ie s ;

(2 )  id e n t i f y ,  on a con tinu ing  b a s i s ,  the da ta  and in forma­
t io n  necessary  or adv isab le  to  ensure th a t  the d iv i s i o n  may e f f e c t i v e l y
address major commercial f i s h e r i e s  is s u e s  among user groups and gear  
types with Improved in -s e a son  management;

( 3 )  id e n t i f y ,  on a con t inu ing b a s is ,  the f i s h e r i e s  in forma­
t ion  tha t i s  in  need o f  fu r th e r  a n a ly s is  fo r  e f f e c t i v e  use by the  
d iv i s i o n ;

( 4 )  a s s i s t  the  department and the Board o f  F ish e r ie s  in  
Id en t i fy in g  f i s h e r ie s  and areas th a t  are in need o f ,  o r  w i l l  need, 
s p e c ia l  in fo rm ation  and d a ta  c o l l e c t i o n  or an a ly s is  p r o j e c t s  to  e f f e c ­
t i v e l y  and e q u i tab ly  manage the f i s h  s to ck s ;

( 5 )  a s s i s t  the  department in  id en t i fy in g  and eva lu a t in g  the 
in fo rm ation  and data necessary or adv isab le  to  improve the s t a t e ' s  
p o s i t i o n  in  a l l  in te rn a t ion a l  agreements, n e g o t ia t io n s ,  or  d i s c u s s io n s ;

(6 )  p a r t i c i p a t e  with and a s s i s t  the Board o f  F is h e r ie s ,  
o th e r  d iv i s i o n s ,  s e c t io n s  and o th e r  programs or e f f o r t s  au tho r iz ed  by
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the  commissioner in the p rep a ra t ion  o f  s ta tew ide  and r e g io n a l  manage­
ment p lans so th a t  those plans are  based on the b e s t  in fo rm at ion  a v a i l ­
a b le  and recogn iz e  in form ation  and data  th a t  shou ld  be developed ;

( 7 )  prepare an annual r e p o r t  to  the l e g i s l a t u r e ,  to be 
submitted n o t l a t e r  than 10 days a f t e r  the l e g i s l a t u r e  convenes in each  
reg u la r  s e s s i o n ;  the r e p o r t  s h a l l  d e t a i l  the s t a t e  o f  in fo rm ation  and 
da ta  a v a i l a b le  fo r  each f i s h e r ie s  s to ck , in c lu d in g  u n d e ru t i l iz e d  
s p e c ie s ,  the  a d d i t io n a l  research  necessary  or a d v is a b le  to  meet th e  
purposes o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  and id e n t i f y  those re s e a r ch  p r o je c t s  which 
are  con t inuous in nature and those  resea rch  p r o je c t s  which have a 
d e f in i t e  term o f  completion .

* Sec . 4 .  AS 3 7 .2 5  i s  amended by adding a new s e c t i o n  to  read :
Sec. 3 7 .2 5 . 0 4 0 .  APPROPRIATIONS FOR PROJECTS OF THE DIVISION OF 

COMMERCIAL FISHERIES. An ap p rop r ia t io n  to the d iv i s i o n  o f  commercial 
f i s h e r i e s ,  Department o f  Fish and Game, f o r  a r e s e a r ch  p r o je c t  which 
has a d e f i n i t e  term o f  completion i s  v a l id  fo r  the  d u ra t ion  o f  the  
re sea rch  p r o j e c t .  The unexpended and unob liga ted  p o r t i o n  o f  the a pp ro ­
p r i a t i o n  made f o r  the p r o je c t  s h a l l  be c a r r ie d  forward to  subsequent 
f i s c a l  y e a r s .

* S e c . 5. N oth ing  in t h i s  Act may be in te rp re ted  or implemented so as to  
dim in ish  the powers or e f fe c t iv en e s s  o f  the  reg ion a l p lann ing teams a u th o r ­
ized by AS 1 6 .1 0 . 3 7 5 .

* Sec . 6 . Th is  Act takes e f f e c t  immediately in  accordance  w ith  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . -  
0 7 0 ( c ) .
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