
SENATE BILL NO. 249 
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE -  FIRST SESSION 
A BILL

For an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t in g  to f i s h e r ie s  in fo rm ation  planning and
ev a lu a t ion !  and prov id ing f o r  an e f f e c t iv e  d a te .

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Sec t ion  1 . FINDINGS AND PURPOSES. (a ) The l e g i s l a t u r e  f inds th a t  

th e re  is  a need f o r  the s t a t e
(1 )  t o  plan f o r  the  continuing development and eva lu a t ion  o f  

comprehensive in form ation  regard ing the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and s e p a ra t ion ,  
enumeration, d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  m igra tion  p a t te rn s , run t im ing , b i o l o g i c a l
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  and h a b i t a t  requirements o f  a l l  s ig n i f i c a n t  f i s h  p opu la ­
t io n s  and s t o c k s ,  in c lud ing  un de ru t i l iz ed  s p e c ie s ; and

(2 ) to  c on t in u a l ly  improve i t s  e f f o r t  to  address major f i s h e r i e s
re sou rce  a l l o c a t i o n s  among user groups and gear types w ith e f f e c t iv e  in -
season management r e su l t in g  from comprehensive data and knowledge o f  the 
f i s h e r i e s  popu la t ion s  and s to ck s  upon which Alaskans r e ly  fo r  food , income, 
and r e c r e a t i o n .

(b ) I t  i s  the purpose o f  th is  Act to  i n i t i a t e  and con so l id a te  an 
ongoing planning process f o r  the s ta te  to con t in u a l ly  id e n t i f y  in fo rm at ion a l 
needs f o r  the susta ined y i e ld  and equ itab le  management o f  the f i s h e r i e s  
popu la t ion s and s to ck s , f o r  the development and e v a lu a t ion  o f tha t  in form a­
t i o n ,  and to  a s s i s t  the in -se a son  management o f  those s tock s  to  minimize the 
s o c i a l  and economic e f f e c t s  o f  resource a l l o c a t i o n  d e c is ion s  among user  
groups and gear types .

* Sec . 2 . AS 1 6 .0 5 . 0 9 0 ( c )  i s  amended to  read :
( c )  There is  e s ta b l is h ed  in  the Department o f  Fish and Game a
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s e c t i o n  o f  su b s is te n c e  hunting and f i s h in g  and a s a c t l o n  o f  f i s h e r i e s  
in fo rm a t ion  p lann ing  and e v a lu a t i o n .

* S e c . 3 .  AS 1 6 .0 5  i s  amended by adding a new s e c t i o n  t o  r ead :
S e c . 1 6 . 0 5 . 0 9 5 .  DUTIES OF THE SECTION OF FISHERIES INFORMATION 

PLANNING AND EVALUATION. The s e c t i o n  o f  f i s h e r i e s  in fo rm a t ion  p lanning  
and e v a lu a t i o n  s h a l l

( 1 )  l o c a t e ,  g a th e r , and make a v a i l a b le  f o r  p u b l i c  in s p e c t io n
a l l  known in fo rm a t ion  and d a ta , from a l l  known s o u r c e s ,  reg a rd in g
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and s e p a ra t io n ,  enumeration , m ig ra t ion  p a t t e rn s  and run 
t im ing , b i o l o g i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  and h a b i t a t  requ iremen ts and any 
o th e r  r e le v a n t  d a ta ,  o f  a l l  s i g n i f i c a n t  f i s h  p opu la t ion s  and s to ck s  in  
the s t a t e ,  in c lu d in g  u n d e ru t i l iz e d  s p e c ie s j

( 2 )  i d e n t i f y ,  on a con t inu ing  b a s i s ,  the da ta  and in form a­
t io n  n ece ssa ry  or a d v is a b le  to  ensure th a t  the department may e f f e c t i v e ­
ly  address major f i s h e r i e s  r e sou rce  a l l o c a t i o n s  among use r groups and 
gear types w ith improved in -se a son  management!

( 3 )  i d e n t i f y ,  on a con tinu ing  b a s i s ,  the  f i s h e r i e s  in forma­
t io n  th a t  i s  in  need o f  e v a lu a t ion  f o r  e f f e c t i v e  use by the department!

( 4 )  a s s i s t  the department and the Board o f  F i s h e r ie s  in
id e n t i f y in g  f i s h e r i e s  and areas th a t  are  in  need o f '  or w i l l  need
s p e c ia l  in fo rm a t ion  and data  c o l l e c t i o n  and e v a lu a t io n  p r o j e c t s  to  
e f f e c t i v e l y  and e q u i t a b ly  manage the f i s h  s t o c k s ;

( 5 )  a s s i s t  the department in  id e n t i f y in g  and e v a lu a t in g  the  
in fo rm a t ion  and d a ta  necessary  or adv is ab le  to  improve the  s t a t e ' s  
p o s i t i o n  in  a l l  in t e rn a t i o n a l  agreements, n e g o t ia t io n s  or d i s c u s s i o n s ;

(6 )  p a r t i c i p a t e  w ith a l l  o th e r  s e c t io n s  and d iv i s i o n s  in  the  
p r e p a r a t io n  o f  s ta tew ide  and r e g io n a l  management p lans so  t h a t  those  
plans a re  based on the  bes t  In fo rm ation  a v a i l a b le  or re c o gn iz e  in form a­
t i o n  and d a ta  t h a t  shou ld  be deve loped ;
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( 7 )  p repa re  an annual r e p o r t  to  the l e g i s l a t u r e ,  t o  be 
subm itted not l a t e r  than  10 days a f t e r  the le g i s l a t u r e  convenes In each 
r e g u la r  se ss ion s  th e  r e p o r t  s h a l l  d e t a i l  the s t a t e  o f  In fo rm ation  and 
data  a v a i l a b le  f o r  each f i s h e r i e s  s t o c k ,  In c lud ing  u n d e ru t i l iz e d  
s p e c ie s .

* Sec . 4 .  Th is  Act tak e s  e f f e c t  Immediately in  accordance w ith  AS 0 1 .1 0 . -  
0 7 0 ( c ) .
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