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Introduced: 3/4/81
Referred: Health, Education &
Social Services and Finance

U BY RODEY, FISCHER, STURGULEWSKI,
[fl THE SENATE STIMSON, KERTTULA AND BRADLEY

dMttAfE BILL NO. 230
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE -  FIRST SESSION
A BILL

For an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act iM tab lish lng  an Older Alaskans Commission;
and prov id ing f o r  an e f f e c t iv e  d a te ."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* S e c t ion  1. FINDINGS, PURFOSE, AND INTENT, (a )  The l e g i s l a t u r e  f inds  

tha t the changing pace o f modern l i f e ,  economic i n f l a t i o n ,  the in f i rm i t i e s  
of advancing yea rs , and a l t e r a t io n s  in  the t r a d i t i o n s  and va lues  o f fam ily  
l i f e  have combined to  p lace  many o lder Alaskans in an unenviable p o s i t i o n  o f  
poverty and dependency th a t  endangers t h e i r  h e a l th ,  w e l l -b e in g , and s a fe ty .  
In keeping with the inherent d ign ity  and re sp e c t  due the in d iv id u a l  in  our 
s o c ie ty ,  o ld e r  Alaskans are e n t i t l e d  to  secure  equal oppo r tun ity  to  the f u l l  
enjoyment o f

(1 )  an adequate incotfl* in accordance w ith a decent standard o f
l iv in g ;

(2 )  sound phys ica l and mental h e a l t h ,  w ithout regard  to economic 
s ta tu s  or con d it ion ;

(3 )  su i ta b le  hous ing , s e le c te d ,  designed , and lo c a te d  with r e f e r ­
ence to  the s p e c ia l  needs and concerns o f  o ld e r  Alaskans a t  reasonab le  c o s t ;

(4 )  f u l l  r e s t o r a t iv e  h e a lth  s e rv ic e s  f o r  those  o ld e r  Alaskans in 
need o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c a re ;

(5 )  opportun ity  f o r  employment w ithout d is c r im in a t io n  based on an 
in d iv id u a l 's  age;

(6 )  p u rsu it  o f meaningful a c t i v i t y  w ith in  a wide range o f  c i v i c ,  
c u l t u r a l ,  and r e c r e a t io n a l  o p p o r tu n i t ie s ;

(7 )  e f f i c i e n t ,  coorditiAted in-home care and r e a d i ly  a v a i la b le
- 1 -  SB 230
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community s o c i a l  a s s l s t a n c e i
( 8 )  the b e n e f i t  o f  knowledge gained from resea rch  which can sus­

t a in  and improve the  h e a l th  and happ iness o f o ld e r  Alaskans; and
( 9 )  independence and the f u l l e s t  e x e rc is e  o f in d iv id u a l  i n i t i a ­

t iv e  on th e  part o f  o ld e r  Alaskans in  the planning and management o f  th e i r  
l i v e s .

(b ) I t  i s  the purpose o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  to  assure  t h a t  the years 
remaining to  peop le over the age o f  60 are years o f  good h e a l t h ,  honor , and 
d ign ity  by

(1 )  p rov id in g  a f u l l  range of s o c ia l  s e rv ic e s ,  h e a l t h  s e rv ic e s , 
employment s e r v i c e s ,  and e d u ca t io n a l oppo r tun it ie s  to  o ld e r  Alaskans;

(2 )  g iv in g  s p e c ia l  a t t e n t i o n  to the needs o f o ld e r  Alaskans in  
the p lann ing and d e l iv e ry  o f  s t a t e  and lo ca l  programs;

(3 )  improving the d e l iv e r y  of a l l  p ub lic  s e rv ic e s  e s s en t ia l  to  
the l i v e s  o f  o ld e r  A laskans; and

(4 )  r e q u i r in g  th a t  the planning and p rov is ion  o f  programs o f  
b en e f i t  to  o ld e r  Alaskans w i l l  be undertaken w ith the p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  knowl­
edge, a d v ic e ,  and comments o f  peop le  served.

( c )  I t  i s  the in ten t  o f  t h i s  Act to exclude the A laska P ion ee r 's  Homes 
and the lon gev ity  bonus program from the p rov is ion s  o f  t h i s  Act , and to  
exempt the Alaska P ion ee rs ' Homes and longev ity  bonus program from the scope 
o f  the  a u th o r i ty  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f the Older Alaskans Commission.

* S e c .  2. AS 4 4 .2 1  i s  amended by adding new sec t ion s  t o  read :
ARTICLE 4 . OLDER ALASKANS COMMISSION.

Sec . 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 0 0 .  OLDER ALASKANS COMMISSION. (a )  The Older
Alaskans Commission i s  e s ta b l is h e d  in the Department o f  A dm in is tra t ion .
The members o f  the commission include

( 1 )  the commissioner of the Department o f  Adm in is tra t ion  or
h i s  des ignee ;
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( 2 )  th e  commissioner o f  the Department o f  Community and 
Reg iona l A f f a i r s  or h i s  des ignee j

( 3 )  th e  commissioner o f  the Department o f  H ea lth  and S o c ia l  
S e rv ic e s  or h i s  des ignee i

( 4 )  the  chairman o f  the P ion e e rs ' Homes Advisory Board 
appo in ted  under AS 4 4 .2 1 . 1 0 0  -  4 4 . 2 1 . 1 3 0 )  and

( 5 )  seven Alaskans s e le c te d  on the  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  knowledge 
and demonstrated in t e r e s t  in  th e  concerns o f  o ld e r  Alaskans, appo in ted  
by the governor in  accordance w ith  (b ) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

(b ) A f t e r  r eq u e s t in g  from sen io r  c i t i z e n s  o rg an iz a t io n s  th e  names
o f  persons who a re  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  and in t e r e s te d  in  serv ing on the
commission, the governor s h a l l  appo in t the members o f  the commission
under ( a ) ( 5 )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  Appointments s h a l l  be made by the gover­
nor to  assure  r e p re s e n ta t io n  o f  low-income persons and m in o r i t i e s ,  and 
r e p re s e n ta t io n  from r u r a l  and urban areas  o f  the s t a t e ,  and to  secure  
s ta tew ide  g e o g ra p h ic a l  r e p re s en ta t io n  on the commission . At l e a s t  s ix  
o f  the persons appo in ted  by the governor s h a l l  be 60 years o f  age or 
o ld e r .  At l e a s t  two o f  these persons s h a l l  be 65 years o f  age or 
o l d e r .

( c )  The persons appoin ted under ( a ) ( 5 )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  serve  
over lapp ing  f o u r -y e a r  terms. A member may be reappo in ted , bu t no 
member appo in ted  under ( a ) ( 5 )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  may serve more than two 
con se cu t iv e  terms or e ig h t  con se cu t iv e  y e a rs , whichever i s  lo n g e r .

(d ) I f  a person  appointed under ( a ) ( 5 )  o f  t h i s  s e c t io n  f a l l s  to 
a ttend  th ree  con se cu t iv e  meetings o f  the commission , a m a jo r i t y  o f  the 
members o f  the  commission s h a l l  reques t the governor to  te rm in a te  the 
membership o f  the  member and t o  f i l l  the vacancy .

(e )  A vacancy  in  the membership o f  persons appo in ted under ( a ) ( 5 )  
o f  th i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be f i l l e d  by appointment by the governor . The
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person appointed s h a l l  serve fo r  the unexpired po r t ion  o f  the term.
Sec . 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 1 0 ,  MEETINGS. (a )  The commission s h a l l  meet at the 

c a l l  o f  the chairman, a t the request o f  a m a jo r i ty  of the members, or 
a t  a r e g u la r ly  scheduled time as determined by a m a jo r i ty  of the 
members. The commission s h a l l  meet a t  le a s t  s ix  times each year.

(b ) The members o f the commission l i s t e d  in  AS 4 4 .2 1 . 2 0 0 ( a ) ( 1 )  -
( 4 )  may not vo te  on matters be fo re  the commission. A m a jo r i ty  of the 
members o f  the commission l i s t e d  in  AS 4 4 .2 1 . 2 0 0 ( a ) ( 5 )  c on s t i tu te s  a 
quorum f o r  conducting business and exe rc is in g  the powers o f the com­
m iss ion .

( c )  The commission s h a l l  e l e c t  one of i t s  members as chairman, 
and may s e l e c t  o th e r  o f f i c e r s  i t  cons iders  necessary .

Se c . 4 4 .2 1 . 2 2 0 .  COMPENSATION. Members o f  the commission receive  
no compensation f o r  t h e i r  s e rv ic e s ,  but are e n t i t l e d  to  per diem and 
t r a v e l  allowances au thor ized  by law fo r  o ther boards and commissions.

Sec . 4 4 .2 1 . 2 3 0 .  POWERS AND DUTIES. (a ) The commission sh a l l
(1 )  formula te  a comprehensive statew ide plan which id e n t i ­

f i e s  the concerns and needs o f o ld e r  Alaskans and, with reference to  
the p lan adopted , prepare and submit to  the governor and le g is la tu r e  an 
annual an a ly s is  and eva lu a t ion  o f the serv ices  which are provided to  
o ld e r  Alaskansi

(2 )  make recommendations to  the governor and le g is la tu re  
with re sp ec t  to  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  r e g u la t io n s ,  and app rop r ia t ion s  for p ro ­
grams or s e rv ic e s  which b en e f i t  o ld e r  Alaskans;

(3 )  encourage and a id  the development o f municipal commis­
sions serv ing  o ld e r  Alaskans and community-oriented programs and s e r ­
v ice s  f o r  the b en e f i t  o f  o ld e r  Alaskans;

(4 )  employ an executive  d i r e c t o r  who serves a t  the p leasure  
o f  the commission;
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(5 )  adm in is ter fed e ra l programs r e la t in g  to o ld e r  Alaskans 
req u ir in g  s t a t e  a c t i o n  and which are not s p e c i f i c a l l y  ass igned to  a 
s t a t e  agencyi

(6 )  h e lp  o lder Alaskans lead d ig n i f i e d ,  Independent, and 
u se fu l l i v e s i  and

(7 ) req u e s t  and rece ive  r e p o r t s  and aud its  from s ta te  
agencies and l o c a l  in s t i t u t io n s  concerned w ith the cond it ion s  and needs 
o f  o ld e r  A laskans.

(b ) To accom plish  I t s  d u t ie s , the commission may
(1 ) rev iew , eva luate  and comment upon s ta te  programs con­

cerned with the problems and the needs o f  o ld e r  Alaskansj
(2 ) c o l l e c t  fa c ts  and s t a t i s t i c s ,  and make s tu d ie s  o f  cond i­

t ion s  and problems perta in ing  to the employment, h e a l t h ,  f in an c ia l  
s e c u r i t y ,  s o c i a l  w e lfa re , and other concerns which bear upon the w e l l ­
being o f o ld e r  A laskansj

(3 )  p rov ide  in formation about p u b l ic  programs which would be 
o f  in te r e s t  or b e n e f i t  to o ld e r  Alaskansi

(4 )  appo in t s p e c ia l  committees, which may In c lude  persona
who are not members o f the commission, t o  complete necessary  s tu d ie s i

(5 )  promote community educa t ion  e f f o r t s  regard ing the prob­
lems and concerns o f  o lder Alaskansj

(6 )  app ly  fo r  and accept g ran ts ,  c o n t r ib u t io n s ,  and appro­
p r i a t i o n s ,  In c lu d in g  applying fo r  and a ccep ting  fed e ra l money provided  
under the O lder Americana Act , P .L . 8 9 -9 3 ,  as amendedi

(7 )  c on t r a c t  f o r  necessary s e rv ic e s )
( 8 )  c on su l t  and cooperate w ith  persons, o rg an iz a t ion s , and 

groups in te r e s te d  In or concerned w ith programs o f a s s is t a n c e  to  o ld e r  
Alaskansi

(9 )  advocate improved programs o f  b ene f it  t o  o ld e r  Alaskansi
- 5 -  SB 230



(1 0 )  s e t  standards f o r  le v e ls  o f  s e rv ic e s  f o r  o ld e r  Alaskans 
f o r  programs adm in is te red  by the commission.

( c )  The commission may not in v e s t ig a t e ,  rev iew , or undertake 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  the  A laska longev ity  bonus program (AS 4 7 .4 5 )  o r  the  
Alaska P io n e e r s '  Homes.

S e c .  4 4 . 2 1 . 2 4 0 .  DEFINITIONS. In AS 4 4 .2 1 . 2 0 0  -  4 4 . 2 1 . 2 4 0 ,  "com­
m iss ion" means th e  O lder Alaskans Commission.

* Sec . 3 .  AS 4 4 . 6 6 . 0 1 0 ( a )  i s  amended by adding a new paragraph to  read :
(1 0 )  O lder Alaskans Commission (AS 4 4 .2 1 . 2 0 0 )  - -  June 30 ,

1985 .
* S e c . 4 .  TRANSFER OF PROGRAM RESPONSIBILITIES. The fo l low ing  a re  

t r a n s fe r r e d  t o  th e  O lder Alaskans Commission in  the  Department o f  Adm in is tra ­
t i o n :

( 1 )  the  programs conducted under the O lder Americans Act , P .L .
89 -  93 , as amended, and the persons who adm in is te r  those programs in  the  
d iv i s i o n  o f  a d u l t  and aging s e rv i c e s ,  Department o f  H ea lth  and S o c ia l  
S e r v i c e s ;

( 2 )  the G overnor 's  Advisory Committee on Aging.
* Sec . 5 . INITIAL MEMBERSHIP AND MEETING OF COMMISSION. (a ) Of the

seven p u b l i c  members f i r s t  appointed by the governor to  the O lder Alaskans 
Commission under AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 0 0 ( a ) ( 5 ) ,

( 1 )  th re e  s h a l l  se rve  a term o f  two y e a r s ;
( 2 )  two s h a l l  serve a term o f  th ree  y e a r s ;
( 3 )  two s h a l l  serve a term o f  fo u r  y e a r s .

(b ) In making appointments o f  the f i r s t  p u b l i c  members o f  the O lder 
Alaskans Commission under AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 0 0 ( a ) ( 5 ) ,  the  governor s h a l l  d e s ign a te  
an e x p i r a t io n  date  o f  the terms o f  members f i r s t  appoin ted in  accordance  
w ith  (a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i b n .
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( c )  The governor s h e l l  de tens ln e  the  dete  and p la c e  o f the f i r s t  
meeting o f  th e  O lder  Alaskans Commission.

* S e c .  6 .  CONTINUING RESPONSIBILITY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION. 
This Act does not a f f e c t  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  the  Department o f  Adm inistra­
t i o n  f o r  the  A laska lon gev ity  bonus program (AS 4 7 . 4 5 )  o r  the A laska P io ­
n ee rs ' Homes.

* S e c . 7 .  EFFECTIVE DATE. T h is  Act takes e f f e c t  J u ly  1 , 1981 .
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