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Introduced: 1/22/82
Referred: Resources

IN THE HOUSE : BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTER
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 76 -
~ IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
| TWELFTH LEGISLATURE -~ SECOND SESSION
Relating to the enhanceﬁent of wild-
life populations through predator
management, ‘

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS Alaskans depend heavily on wild game for sustenance; and
WHEREAS the availability of game is dependent on a complex set of
factors,binclgding’adequate habitat, weather conditions, disease, and losses
due to'hunting,‘trapping, and predation; and ‘

WHEREAS,‘of all the factors affecting wildlifc numbers, thoéevmost
readily coﬁfrolied through wildlife management include hunting; trapping, and
predation; and | | |

WHEREAS currcnt programs of the Department of Fish and Game have con-
firmed that under specific circumstances depressed populations of mooée and
caribou can benefit Substantially from the reduction in number of: specific
predatory species; and | |

WHEREAS under specific circumstances depressed prey populations may
require many years to reach moderate or high numbers unless hunting and
predator populatioens are reduced; and

WHEREAS hunting seasons and bag limits on moose- and caribou‘have been
very ccnservative-chroughout thebstatc in order to'encourage population
grcwth of these species, but such growth has not necessarily ensued; and

WHEREAS the reduction in the number of wolves in specific parts of
Alcskaﬁhas resulted in increased populations of moose and cariboc; and
. WHEREAS increases in moose  and caribou benefit all resource users; and

WHEREAS it may be possible for the Department of Fish and Game to con-
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ceive an effective pﬁedator control program involving the participation of
those members of the public most famili#r with the game management subunlt;

BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that the United States
Department of the Interiqr is uigently requested to accommodate wildiife
population enhancement programs and predator popuiation management programs
on conservation units in which wildlife resources are used.

COPIES of this résolution shall be‘sent to the Honorable James G. Watt,
Secretary of the‘Interior; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable
Frank Murkowski, ﬁ. S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U. S. Represen-

tative, members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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