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R e f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s

:n  t h e  h o u s e  b y  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  c o m m i t t e e

H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 75 

IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to h a b i t a t  m a n a g e m e n t .

SE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASK A:

W H E R E A S  d i f f e r e n t  s t a g e s  of e c o l o g i c a l  s u c c e s s i o n  f a v o r  d i f f e r e n t  p l a n t  

m d  w i l d l i f e  s pe ci es ; a n d

W H E R E A S  i n  m a n y  p a r t s  of A l a s k a  v e g e t a t i o n  in  e a r l y  s tag e s  of s u c c e s s i o n  

irovides p r i m e  foo d  for m a n y  h i g h l y  v a l u e d  g a m e  a n d  fur a n i m a l s ; a n d

W H E R E A S  f ir e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  ha s b e e n  the m a j o r  f a c t o r  in c a u s i n g  b e n e f i c i a l  

labitat c h a n g e s  i n  l arge a r e a s  of th e state; a n d

W H E R E A S  r e c e n t  f ire c o n t r o l  p o l i c y  g e n e r a l l y  h a s  b e e n  to f o l l o w  the 

irinciple o f  " i n i t i a l  a t t a c k "  o n  f i r e s  w h e n e v e r  p o s s i b l e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t his p o l i c y  has  r e s u l t e d  in  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l ess a c r e a g e  b u r n e d  

m n u a l l y , c o m p a r e d  to the n a t u r a l  c o n d i t i o n ,  as d e t e r m i n e d  b y  s t u d i e s  of fire 

tistory in A l a s k a ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  th i s  c o u r s e  of e v e n t s  h a s  r e s u l t e d  in s i g n i f i c a n t l y  less p r i m e

Labitat for  b r o w s i n g  s p e c i e s  a n d  t h e i r  p r e d a t o r s  in m a n y  a r e a s  of the state;

m d

W H E R E A S  d u r i n g  the la s t  t hr ee  y e a r s  the s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  have 

leveloped fire m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n s  i n  I n t e r i o r  A l a s k a  to e n h a n c e  h a b i t a t  improve™ 

lent o p p o r t u n i t i e s  b y  p r o v i d i n g  for s e l e c t i v e  fire c o n t r o l  a n d  p r e s c r i b e d  

’ires; a n d

W H E R E A S  the U.S. F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  has  u s e d  p r e s c r i b e d  b u r n s  on the K e n a i

'eninsula to e n h a n c e  e x t r e m e l y  p o o r  m o o s e  r a ng es ; a n d

W H E R E A S  in  m a n y  a r e a s  of the s t a t e  w i l d  f ires or p r e s c r i b e d  b ur ns have 

u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n c r e a s e d  the p o p u l a t i o n s  of mo os e ,  h a r e s ,  g r o u s e  a n d  o th er  

r e y  s p e c i e s  a n d  p r e d a t o r s  of t he se  sp ec ie s; a n d
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W H E R E A S  o t h e r  f o r m s  of h a b i t a t  m a n i p u l a t i o n  may in some cases also prove 

b e n e f i c i a l  to w i l d l i f e  p o p u l a t i o n s ?  a n d

WHEREAS wildlife population increases resulting from habitat improvement 

can contribute to improved hunting and trapping by  all resource users ?

BE IT RESOLVED that the A l a s k a  State Legislature supports the efforts of 

state and federal agencies and private landowners to enhance habitats through 

management programs, such as cooperative fire management planning, and other 

habitat rehabilitation efforts where ecologically appropriate.

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable James G . Wa t t , 

Secretary of the Interior? to the Honorable John R. Block, Secretary of 

Agriculture; to R. Max Peterson, chief, U.S. Forest Service; and to the 

Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U. S. Senators, and 

the Honorable Don Y o u n g , U. S. Representative, members of the Alaska delega­

tion i n  Congress.
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