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Introduced: 5/26/81
Referred: -Judiciary

IN THE HOUSE » BY THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
| HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 59 o
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF’ALASKA
‘TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
| Reqﬁesting the Federavaommunications
Commission to .requiré that new
domestic satellites provide ser&ice
to Alaska. »
BF IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
WHEREAS Alaska has a unique cllmate and topography and a relatlvely
small population spread over a vast land area; and
WHEREAS these factors, together with the distance of Alaska from the
othef'states, have resulted in a criticalvdependencé by Alaska oﬁ satellite
telecqmmunications; and
WHEREAS the Federal Communications Commission has historically required
domestic satellites to provide telecommunications service to Alaska as well
as to the other states; and
WHEREAS feéently the Federal Communications Commission has approved the
use of domestic satellites that provide.service to the contiguous 48 states
bﬁf do not provide service to,Aiaska; and '
WHEREAS this shift in policy has the effect of further isolating thé
Alaéka_by making telecommunications to and from the state, whether in the
public or private sector, more costly and time-consumiﬁg than it already is;
and |
wﬁEREAS és the enormous quantity of néturél resources. in- Alaska become
increasingly impoftant to the country as a whole, the inclusion of Alaska in

an integrated national telecommunications policy will come to benefit all
the people of thlS country as well as Alaskans;

BE 1IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully requests
- -1- HJR 59
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the Federa1:Communications Commission to require that all new domestic
satellites provide service to Alaska. |

| COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Robert E. Lee,
Chairman of the Federal Communications Commission; and to fhé Honorable Ted
Stevens and the Honorable'Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable

Don Young, U.S. Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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