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IN THE HOUSE BY THE J U DICIARY COMMITTEE

. SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE JOINT R E S O LUTION NO. 50 (Judiciary)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A  

TWELFTH L E G I S LATURE - FIRST SESSION

Prop o s i n g  amendments to the C o n s t i t u­

tion of the State of Alaska relating 

to the election of the attorney 

g e n e r a l .

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA;

Section 1. Article III, sec. 23, Constitution of the State of Alaska, 

is amended to read:

SECTION 23. REORGANIZATION. (a) Except as provided in (b) of 

this section, the [THE] governor may make changes in the organization 

of the executive branch or in the assignment of functions among its 

units which he considers n e cessary for efficient administration. Where 

these changes require the force of law, they shall be set forth in 

executive orders. The legislature shall have sixty days of a regular 

session, or a full session if of shorter duration, to disapprove these 

"executive orders. Unless disapproved by resolution concurred in by a 

m ajority of the members in joint session, these orders become effective 

at a date thereafter to be designated by the governor.

(b) The governor shall make no change in the organization or fu n c­

tion of a unit o f  the executive branch which is h eaded by the attorney 

g e n e r a l .

* Sec. 2. Article III, sec. 24, Constitution of the State of Alaska, is 

amended to read:

SECTION 24. SUPERVISION. Except for a unit of the executive 

branch which is headed by the attorney general, each [EACH] principal 

department shall be under the supervision of the governor.
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* Sec. 3. ' A r t i c l e  I I I , sec. 25, C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  is 

a m e n d e d  to reads

S E C T I O N  25. D E P A R T M E N T  HEADS. T h e  h e a d  of ea c h  p r i n c i p a l  d e p a r t­

me n t  s h al l be  a s i n g l e  e x e c u t i v e  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  b y  law. He 

sha ll  be a p p o i n t e d  b y  the g o v e rn or , s u b j e c t  to c o n f i r m a t i o n  by  a  m a j o r­

ity of the m e m b e r s  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  in j o i n t  session, a nd  s hall serve 

at the p l e a s u r e  of the g o v e rno r,  e x c e p t  as o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h i s  

a r t i c l e  w i t h  r e s p e c t - t o  the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  

[ S E C R E T A R Y 'OF S T A T E ] . The  h e a d s  of all p r i n c i p a l  d e p a r t m e n t s  s hall be 

. citizens' ;qf th e U n i t e d  Sta t e s  .

*  Sec. 4. A r t i c l e  III, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  S t a t e  of Alaska, is a m e n d e d  

b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to reads

S E C T I O N  28. A T T O R N E Y  G EN ERA L:  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S .  T h e r e  shall be ah

a t t o r n e y  gener al . He shall, be a q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  of the State, a 

r e s i d e n t  of A l a s k a  for at l east fiv e y e ar s i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  his 

f i l i n g  for offic e,  a n d . s h a l l  be q u a l i f i e d  to p r a c t i c e  l a w  in the State.

■ S E C T I O N  29. E L E C T I O N .  T h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  s h a l l  be c h o s e n  b y , 

the q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  of the S t a t e  at a g e n e r a l  el ection. T h e  c a n d i d a t e  

'receiving t h e  g r e a t e s t  n u m b e r  of v o te s s h a l l  be a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l . The 

f ir st  e l e c t i o n  of an a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  shall be  at the g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  

in 1984. I

S E C T I O N  30. T E R M  OF  OFFIC E.  T h e  t e r m  of o f f i c e  of the a t t o r n e y  

g e n e r a l  is four years, b e g i n n i n g  at n o o n  on the f i rs t M o n d a y  in  D e c e m b e r  

f o l l o w i n g  h is  e l e c t i o n  a n d  e n d i n g  at n o o n  o n  the fi rs t M o n d a y  in 

D e c e m b e r  four y e ar s later.

S E C T I O N  31. D U A L  O F F I C E  HO LD I N G .  T he a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  shall not 

h o l d  a n y  o t h e r  o f f i c e  or. p o s i t i o n  of p r o f i t  u n d e r  the U n i t e d  States, 

the State, or its p o l i t i c a l  s ub d i v i s i o n s ,

. ' S E C T I O N  32. L I M I T  O N  -TENURE. No p e r s o n  who  has been' e l e c t e d
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a t to r n e y  g e n e ra l  f o r  two f u l l  s u c c e s s iv e  term s s h a l l  be a g a in  e l i g i b l e  
to  h o ld  t h a t  o f f i c e  u n t i l  one f u l l  term  h as  in te r v e n e d .

SECTION  33. VACANCY. A v a c a n c y  in  th e  o f f i c e  o f  a t t o r n e y  g e n e ra l 
s h a l l  be f i l l e d  f o r  th e  u n exp ired  term  as p ro v id ed  by law . I f  no 
p r o v is io n  i s  made, th e  g overn o r  s h a l l  f i l l  th e  v a can cy  by ap p o in tm en t.

SECTION  34 . COMPENSATION. The com pen sa tion  o f  th e  a t t o r n e y  
g e n e ra l s h a l l  be p r e s c r ib e d  by law  and s h a l l  n o t be d im in ish e d  du ring  
h is  term  o f  o f f i c e ,  u n le s s  by g e n e ra l  law  a p p ly in g  to  a l l  s a l a r i e d  
o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  S t a t e .

SECT ION  35 . DUT IES . The a t t o r n e y  g e n e ra l  s h a l l  be th e  l e g a l  
a d v is e r  o f  s t a t e  o f f i c e r s  and s h a l l  p e r fo rm  o th e r  d u t ie s  p r e s c r ib e d  by 
law .

* S e c . 5 . The amendments p ropo sed  by t h i s  r e s o lu t io n  s h a l l  be. p la c e d  b e ­
fo r e  th e  v o te r s  o f  th e  s t a t e  a t  th e  n e x t g e n e ra l  e l e c t i o n  in  c o n fo rm ity  w ith  
a r t .  X I I I ,  s e c .  1 , C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a ,  and th e  e l e c t i o n  
law s o f  th e  s t a t e .
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