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j[N tHE HOUSE BY DUNCAN
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 24 

tN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

Relating to U.S. Public Health 

Service for the Alaskan fishing 

fleet.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the following services formerly provided to American seamen 

have been cut back by the U.S. Public Health Service:

(1) inpatient hospital care, both emergency and nonemergencyj

(2) physician or other professional services associated with 

inpatient hospitalization;

(3) maternity services, including prenatal, delivery and post­

partum care and services for the newborn;

(4) dental services, either routine or emergency; and

(5) outpatient drugs, pharmaceuticals, medical supplies, durable 

medical equipment, and prostheses; and

WHEREAS inpatient hospital services for American seamen will now only 

be paid for by the U.S. Public Health Service if the services are received 

at a Public Health Service hospital unless the services are unavailable at a 

Public Health Service hospital; and

WHEREAS the nearest U.S. Public Health Service hospital available to 

serve Alaska seamen is in Seattle, Washington; and

WHEREAS transportation costs to Seattle will only be paid for by the 

U.S. Public Health Service after arrangements have been made with a Public 

Health Service staff physician and the chief of the admitting service at the 

Public Health Service hospital; and

WHEREAS this policy may prove more expensive than the use of community
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WHEREAS t h e  e n t i r e  Alaska f i s h i n g  f l e e t  is affected b y  t h i s  p o l i c y ;

BE IT RESOLVED b y  t h e  Alaska S t a t e  Legislature that t h e  p o l i c y  of t he 

U.S. Public Health Service should reflect an understanding of the. unique 

s ituation o f  A l a s k a n  s e a m e n  b y  p r o v i d i n g  i n p a t i e n t  a n d  o t h e r  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  

through community h o s p i t a l s  a n d  c l i n i c s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Alaska.

C O P I E S  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s e n t  to t h e  H o n o r a b l e  R i c h a r d  S. 

S e h w e i k e r , S e c r e t a r y  o f  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  H u m a n  S e r v i c e s ; M r . 

Emory J o h n s o n ,  D i r e c t o r  of  the P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e ; a n d  to  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  

Ted S t e v e n s  and t h e  H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i ,  U . S .  S e n a t o r s , a n d  t h e  H o n o r ­

able D o n  Y o u n g , U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , m e m b e r s  of  t h e  A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in 

C o n g r e s s .

h o s p i t a l s  due to th e  h i g h  cost  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n !  a n d  -
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