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Introduced: 2/26/81
Referred: Transportation

EN THE HOUSE BY MOSS,BROWN AND P H IL L IP S
HOUSE JO INT  RESOLUTION  NO. 20 

IN  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
TWELFTH LEG ISLATURE -  F IRST  SESSION

R e q u e s t in g  th e  P r e s id e n t  to  d i r e c t  
th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a u t i l i t y  c o r r id o r  
f o r  th e  e x te n s io n  o f  th e  A la sk a  
R a i l r o a d  to  th e  C a n ad ia n  b o rd e r .

BE IT  RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
WHEREAS i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  l in k s  be d eve lop ed  i f  

A la sk a , and e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r i o r  A la s k a ,  i s  e v e r  to  a t t a i n  i t s  f u l l  p o t e n t i a l ;  
and •

WHEREAS, t r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  r a i l r o a d  sy s tem s have b een  in  th e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  
the developm en t o f  new. t e r r i t o r i e s , no m a tte r  where th e y  h ave  e x i s t e d  in  th e  
w orld ; and

WHEREAS th e  Yukon T e r r i t o r y  i s  in  th e  same p o s i t i o n  a s  A la sk a  in  th a t  
t r a n s p o r t a t io n  sy s tem s a r e  needed  to  a id  fu r t h e r  d eve lopm en t; and

WHEREAS i t  w ould seem l o g i c a l  and p ro p e r  t h a t  th e  A la sk a  R a i l r o a d  
shou ld  co n n ec t w ith  th e  C a n ad ia n  r a i lw a y  sy s tem  a t  some s t r a t e g i c a l l y  
lo c a t e d  p o in t ;  and

WHEREAS such  a  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  lin k u p  would be o f  v a s t  b e n e f i t  to  
A la sk a ,  th e  N a t io n ,  and th e  Yukon; and

WHEREAS th e  d e s ig n a t io n  o f  lan d  f o r  e x te n s io n  o f  th e  A la sk a  R a i l r o a d  
shou ld  in c lu d e  a c o r r id o r  w ide enough to  accom m odate th e  s t a t e ' s  fu tu r e  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and u t i l i t y  needs in  th e  a r e a ;  and

WHEREAS th e  A la sk a  R a i l r o a d  h as in  i t s  e n a b l in g  A c t ,  The A la sk a  R a i l ­
road A c t  (43 U . S . C .  975 -  9 7 5 (g ) ) ,  a u t h o r i t y  to  e x ten d  i t s  t r a c k  up to  1 ,0 00  
n i le s  in  le n g th ;

BE IT  RESOLVEP t h a t  th e  A la sk a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s ts
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the President of the United States to direct the Secretary of Transportation 

to exercise the eminent domain authority found within the Alaska Railroad 

Act (43 U.S.C. 975 - 975(g)) to acquire sufficient land for the extension of 

the Alaska Railroad along a utility corridor to the Canadian border.

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Ronald Reagan, 

President; of the United States j the Honorable Drew Lewis, Secretary of 

Transportation; Mr. John M. Sullivan, Administrator of the Federal Railroad 

Administration; M r . Frank H. Jones, General Manager of the Alaska Railroad; 

and i:o the Honorable Ted Stevens and, the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S. 

Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative, members of the 

Alaska delegation in Congress.
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