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Introduced: 2/17/81
Referred: State Affairs

IN  THE HOUSE BY MALONE,HAYES AND M ILLER
HOUSE JO INT  RESOLUTION NO. 13 

IN  THE LEG ISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
TWELFTH LEGISLATURE -  F IRST  SESSION

R e la t in g  t o  a c t io n s  o f  th e  B o l iv i a n  
governm ent.

BE IT  RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
WHEREAS th e  m i l i t a r y  reg im e headed  by G e n e r a l  L u i s  G a r c i a  Meza h as i n ­

t e r r u p te d  B o l i v i a ' s  p r o g r e s s  tow ard  dem ocracy and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  governm ent 
by  o v e rth row in g  a c i v i l i a n  in te r im  governm ent on J u ly  17 , 1980* and

WHEREAS th e  B o l iv i a n  reg im e h as engaged in  mess a r r e s t s ,  t o r t u r e ,  
r e p r e s s io n  o f  c i v i l  r i g h t s ,  e x e c u t io n s ,  c e n s o r s h ip ,  r e l i g i o u s  h a ra ssm en t, 
and v io le n c e  i n f l i c t e d  on th e  p e o p le  o f  B o l i v i a ;  and

WHEREAS th e  c o n tin u ed  s u p p r e s s io n  o f  c i v i l  and human r ig h t s  i s  g e n e r a t ­
in g  su p p o rt f o r  communism as an  a l t e r n a t i v e  form  o f  governm ent; and

WHEREAS th e  B o l iv i a n  reg im e i s  r e p o r te d  by th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  S t a t e
Departm ent to  h ave  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n n e c t io n s  w ith  drug t r a f f i c k e r s ;  and

WHEREAS Am nesty In t e r n a t io n a l  h as e s t im a te d  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  1 ,000  a r r e s t s  
h ave  been made in  B o l i v i a  s in c e  J u ly  17 , 1980, and h as r e q u e s te d  th a t  th e  
B o l iv i a n  governm ent com p ile  and r e l e a s e  a  l i s t  o f  p e rso n s  im p rison ed  or 
k i l l e d ;  and

WHEREAS th e  U n i t e d  N a t io n s  I n t e r n a t io n a l  L ab o r  O r g a n iz a t io n  h as asked  
th e  B o l iv ia n  reg im e fo r  p e rm is s io n  to  i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l e g e d  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  
t r a d e  u n ion  r i g h t s ;  and

WHEREAS two Am erican  p r i e s t s  from  th e  M a ry k n o ll M is s io n  in  O s s in in g ,
New York , F a th e r  W il l ia m  J .  Co y  and F a th e r  John C .  M oyn ihan , have  been
a r r e s t e d  in  B o l i v i a  w ith o u t c h a rg e s , and, a lth o u g h  th e y  h ave  been  r e le a s e d  
th ey  f e a r  fu r th e r  h arassm en t i f  th e y  r e - e n t e r  th e  cou n try ;' and

WHEREAS th e  B o l iv i a n  reg im e h as  r e p o r t e d ly  d e ta in e d  and h a r a s s e d  j o u r -
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nalists from other countries, including the United States; and

WHEREAS the United States State Department has reported that the 

Bolivian regime has threatened by implication United States citizens in 

Bolivia; and

WHEREAS the United States State Department has taken steps against the 

regime in Bolivia, including terminating military assistance, curtailing 

economic assistance, and reducing the official United States presence in La 

Paz;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature supports United States 

Representative Richard L. Ottinger1s resolution urging that the United 

States not reestablish at a normal level an official presence in Bolivia and 

not furnish any military or economic assistance which has been terminated 

since the Bolivian regime assumed power on July 17, 1980, unless the 

President determines that civil rights have been restored to the people of 

Bolivia, United States citizens who have been detained for political reasons 

have been released and the Bolivian regime has promised that no reprisals 

will be taken against them, the democratic process has been restored in 

Bolivia, and the reported involvement of the Bolivian regime in international 

drug conspiracies has been properly assessed.

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Ronald Reagan, 

President of the United States; the Honorable Richard L. Ottinger, U.S. 

Representative, and the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank 

Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative, 

members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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