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R e f e r r e d :  H e a l t h , E d u c a t i o n  U

S o c i a l  S e r v i c e r .

N THE H OUSE BY BUCHHOLDT AMI) ZHAROFF

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION MO. 59

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE  S TATE O F  ALASKA

TWEL F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND S E S S I ON

R e l ating to state p o l i c y  r e g a r d i n g  

health c a r e  p r o v i d e d  to A l a s k a  

c i t i z e n s .

IT R E S O L V E D  BY TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE O F  ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  are e n t i tL e d  to h e a l t h  care on an equal b a s i s  

h other A l a s k a n s  beca u se  of their status as citizens of the State of

a ska; and

W H E R E A S  the h e a l t h  status of Alaska N a t i v e s  is s i g n i f i c a n t l y  b e l o w  that 

of n o n - N a t i v e s ; and

W H E R E A S  the federal g o v e r n m e n t  has a u n i q u e  and c o n t i n u i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

w i t h  Ala s k a  N a t i v e s  that is s ep arate and a p a r t from i.ts r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  

o t h e r  A m e r i c a n  citizens, and  this relat io n s h i p ,  a c c o r d in g  to the I n d i a n  

H e a l t h  Care I m p r o v e me n t  Act o f  1976, r e q uires the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  to 

prov i d e  h e a l t h  care to A l a s k a  Natives; and

W H E R E A S  the fact that the federal g o v e r n m e n t  p r o v i d e s  health car e  to 

A l a s ka  N a t i v e s  does not relie v e  the state from its public h e a l t h  r e s p o n s i b i l i­

ties towards A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  as well as other Alaskans; a n d

W H E R E A S  regional, m u n i c i p a l ,  and local n o n p r o f i t  h e a l t h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

are p r o v i d i n g  h e a l t h  care to Alaskans, are f a m i l i a r  w ith the h e a l t h  needs of 

i n d i v i d u a l  c o m mu nities, a n d  are a p p r o pr i a t e  p r o v i d e r s  of care in those c o m m u­

nities ;

BE IT RESOLVED that the state has the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to a s s u r e  the 

a v a i l a b i l i t y  of public h e a l t h  care to all Alaska c i t i z e ns ;  and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED t h a t  the state, to the degree po s s i b l e ,  c o n t r a c t  with, 

consult with, or use the services of r e g ional, m unicipal, or local n o n p r o f i t
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o r g a nizations w h e n  p r o v i d i n g c o m m u n i t y  a n d  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s .
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