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C o m m i f t e e  R e f e r r e d :  R u l e s

■J t h e  h o u s e  b y  t h e  f i n a n c e  c o m m i t t e e

CS FOR HOUSE CONCURRENT R E S O LUTION NO. 56 (Finance)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND SESSION

Relating to the policy of the legis­

lature c o n c erning telecommunications.

E IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS a significant amount of public mo n e y  is being invested in tele- 

ommunications systems; and

WHEREAS the private sector that deals in Alaska telecommunications has 

aced increasing c o m p e tition from government as a result of state wealth and 

xpenditures for telecommunications; and

WHEREAS the private sector is the f o u ndation and vitality of the American 

conomic system; and

WHEREAS the Alaska State L e g i s l a t u r e  has not adopted a policy regarding 

:he burgeoning telecommunications system;

BE IT RESOLVED that the A l a s k a  State L e g i s lature shall consider the 

following guidelines when c onsidering telecommunications legislation:

(1 ) to t he  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e ,  the d i v i s i o n s  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

jhould p r o c u r e  c o s t - e f f e c t i v e  s e r v i c e s  f r o m  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  o r  c e r t i f i e d  

ind f r a n c h i s e d  u t i l i t i e s  and c o n t r a c t  for th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  m a n a g e m e n t ,  

aperation, a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  systems;

(2 ) to the  extent p o s s i b l e ,  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  m a d e  

a v a i l a b l e  to c o n s u m e r s  by the p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  as a r e s u l t  of a p r o j e c t  or 

p r o g r a m  f i n a n c e d  w i t h  s t at e  m o n e y  s h o u l d  be p r o v i d e d  at no co s t  to the c o n­

sumers ;

(3) u n n e c e s s a r y  r e g u l a t o r y  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  b a r r i e r s  that impede 

g r o w t h  and d e v e l o p m e n t  of n e w  a n d  i n n o v a t i v e  s e r v i c e s  b y  the p r i v a t e  sec t o r  

s h o u l d  be r e m o v e d ;
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(4) companies owned or operated by residents of Alaska and based

n Alaska should be considered before companies from other states when tele-

ommunications goods or services are needed from the private sector;

(5) A l a s k a ' s  villages s h o u l d  have the o p p o r t u n i t y  to own, operate, 

nd m a i n t a i n  their own s a t ellite e a r t h  stations or to c o n t ra c t  w i t h  the 

r i v a t e  sector for o p e r a t i o n  and m a i n t e n a n c e  of the st a t i o n s ;

(6 ) i n - s t a t e  p r o g r a m m i n g  b en e f i c i a l  to b o t h  u r b a n  an d  rural resi- 

lents should be cos t  e f f e c t i v e  an d  the p r o d u c t i o n  of t h e s e  p r o g r a m s  s h o u l d  be 

ivailable to the p r i v a t e  sector on  a contract or bid basis; an d  be it

FURTHER R E S O L V E D  that the legislature e n c o u r a g e s  p u b l i c  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  

radio and t e l e v i s i o n  news c ov erage of the l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s si o n s  b y  m a k i n g  

equipment and s a t e l l i t e  time that h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  p u r c h a s e d  b y  the state

ivailable to all m e m b e r s  of the p r i v a t e  sector.
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