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BY THE RESOURCES C O M M I T T E E  

HOUSE C O N C URRENT RESOLUTION NO. 52 

IN THE L EGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LE G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND SESSION

R e l a t i n g  to h a b i t a t  m a n a g e m e n t .

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS, d i f f e r e n t  stages of e c o l o g i c a l  s u c c e s s i o n  f a v o r  d i f f e r e n t  plant 

m d  w i l d l i f e  species; and

WHEREAS in m a n y  parts of A l a s k a  v e g e t a t i o n  in e a r l y  s t a g e s  of s u c c e s s i o n  

provides prime food for m a n y  h i g h l y  valued g a m e  and fur a n i m a l s ;  an d

WHEREAS fire h i s t o r i c a l l y  h a s  b e e n  the m a j o r  f ac t o r  in c a u s i n g  b e n e f i c i a l  

rabitat chan g e s  in large a r e as  of the state; a n d

W H E R E A S  recent fire c o n t r o l  p o l i c y  g e n e r a l l y  has b e e n  to f o l l o w  the 

p r inciple of " i ni t i a l  at t a c k "  o n  f i r e s  w h e n e v e r  p o s s i b l e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  this p o l i c y  has r e s u l t e d  in s i g n i f i c a n t l y  less a c r e a g e  burned 

annually, c o m p a r e d  to the n a t u r a l  condition, as d e t e r m i n e d  by s t u d i e s  of fire 

listory in Alaska; a n d  j

W H E R E A S  this course of e v e n t s  has r e s u l t e d  in s i g n i f i c a n t l y  less prime 

oabitat for b r o w s i n g  species a n d  t h e i r  p r e d a t o r s  in m a n y  a r e a s  of the state; 

and

W H E R E A S  d u r i n g  the last t h r e e  years the s t a t e  an d  federal, a g e n c i e s  have 

leveloped fire m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n s  i n  I n t erior A l a s k a  to e n h a n c e  h a b i t a t  i m p r o v e -  

nent o p p o r t u n i t i e s  b y  p r o v i d i n g  for s el ective fire c o n t r o l  and p r e s c r i b e d

Jfires; and

W H E R E A S  the U.S. Forest S e r v i c e  has u s e d  p r e s c r i b e d  b urns on the Kenai 

’en i n s u l a  to e n h a n c e  e x t r e m e l y  p o o r  moose rang es ;  and

W H E R E A S  i n  m a n y  areas of the state w i l d  fires or p r e s c r i b e d  burns have

28 tubstantially i n c r e a s e d  the p o p u l a t i o n s  of m o o s e ,  h ar e s ,  g r o u s e  a n d  other

29 >rey s p e c i e s  a n d  p r e d a t o r s  of t h e s e  species; a n d
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W H E R E A S  o t h e r  f o r m s  of h a b i t a t  m a n i p u l a t i o n  m a y  in some c a s e s  a l s o  p rove 

beneficial to w i l d l i f e  p o p u l a t i o n s ;  an d

W H E R E A S  w i l d l i f e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  h a b i t a t  i m p r o v e m e n t  

c a n  c o n t r i b u t e  to i m p r o v e d  h u n t i n g  a n d  t r a p p i n g  b y  all r e s o u r c e  users;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  t h a t  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  s u p p o r t s  the e f f o r t s  of 

s t a t e  an d  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  an d  p r i v a t e  l a n d o w n e r s  to e n h a n c e  h a b i t a t s  t h r o u g h  

m a n a g e m e n t  p r o g r a m s ,  suc h  as c o o p e r a t i v e  f i r e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n n i n g ,  a n d  o t h e r  

h a b i t a t  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  e f f o r t s  w h e r e  e c o l o g i c a l l y  a p p r o p r i a t e ;  and be it 

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  tha t  the D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  and o t h e r  

s tate a g e n c i e s  t h a t  deal w i t h  h a b i t a t  m a n a g e m e n t  are u r g e d  to c o n t i n u e  

d e v e l o p i n g  p l a n s  f o r  fire m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  to i n c l u d e  in t h e i r  b u d g e t s  s u b­

m i t t e d  to the g o v e r n o r  p l a n s a n d  f u n d i n g  r e q u e s t s  that w i l l  e n s u r e  the c o n­

ti n u a n c e  of c o o p e r a t i v e  fire m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n n i n g  a n d  o ther h a b i t a t  m a n a g e m e n t  

p r o g r a m s .

A C O P Y  of this r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be s ent to the Board of Game.
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