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BY T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E  

H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E SO L U T I O N  NO. 51 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E  S TA T E  OF A L A S K A  

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SEC O N D  S E S S I O N

Re l a t i n g  to the e n h a n c e m e n t  of w i l d­

life p o p u l a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  p r e d a t o r  

m a n a g e m e n t .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S TA T E  OF ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  A l a s k a n s  depend h e a v i l y  on w i l d  game for sustenance; a n d  

W H E R E A S  the a v a i l a b i l i t y  of game is d e p e n d e n t  on a c o m p l e x  set of fac- 

jtors, i n c l u d i n g  a d e q u a t e  habitat, weather con d i t i o n s , disease, and l o s s e s  due 

| to hunting, trapping, and predation; and

W H E R E A S ,  of all the factors a f fecting w i l d l i f e  numbers, those m o s t  

read i l y  c o n t r o l l e d  t h r o u g h  w i l d l i f e  m a n a g e m e n t  i n c l u d e  hunting, tra pp i n g ,  and 

p r e d at i o n ;  and

W H E R E A S  p r o g r a m s  of the D e partment of Fish a n d  Game h a v e  c o n f i r m e d  that 

under s p e c i f i c  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  depressed p o p u l a t i o n s  of moose, caribou, and 

deer can bene f i t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  from the r e d u c t i o n  in n u m b e r  of s p e c i f i c  

p r e d a t o r y  species; an d

W H E R E A S  u n d e r  s p e cific circu m s t a n c e s d e p r e s s e d  prey p o p u l a t i o n s  may 

require m a n y  years to reach m o de r a t e  or h i g h  numb e r s  u n l e s s  h u n t i n g  and 

preda t o r  p o p u l a t i o n s  are reduced; and

W H E R E A S  h u n t i n g  seasons and bag limits on mo o s e  and caribou h a v e  been

very c o n s e r v a t i v e  thro u g h o ut  the state in o rder to e n c o u r a g e  p o p u l a t i o n  

growth of these species, but such g r o w t h  has not n e c e s s a r i l y  e n s u e d ;  and 

WHEREAS the reduction in the number of p r e d a to r s  in specific p a r t s  of

A laska has resulted in i n c re a s e d  p o p u l a t i on s  of moose, caribou, a n d  deer; and

WHEREAS increases in moose, caribou, and deer b e n e f i t  all r e s o u r c e

users; and
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W H E R E A S  it m a y  be p o s s i b l e  for the D e p a r tm e n t  of Fish and Game to con- 

jceive an eff e c t i v e  p r e d a t o r  control p r o g r a m  i n v o l v i n g  the p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of

j
:those members of the p u b l i c  mos t  familiar with the game m a n a g e m e n t  subunit;

I
BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the Al a s k a  S tate L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q uests 

the G o v e r n o r  to r e c o m m e n d  that the D e p a r t me n t  of Fish and Game contin u e  

jimplementation of p r e d a t o r  r e d u c t i o n  programs in areas w here d e p r e s s e d  game 

p o p u l a t i o n s  are u n a b l e  to r e c o v e r  w i t h o u t  such relief; and be it

FURTHER R E S O L V E D  that the De p a r t m e n t  of Fish and Game examine circum- 

|stances in a d d i t i o n a l  a reas w h e r e  p o p u l a t i o n  m a n i p u l a t i o n  may  enha n c e  o p p o r­

tunities for all w i l d l i f e  u ser groups, and to d e v e l o p  plans and budgets 

r e l a t i n g  to game p o p u l a t i o n  e n h a n c e m e n t  programs for l e g i s l a t i v e  c o n s i d e r a­

tion; and be it

F URTHER R E S O L V E D  t h a t  the D e p a r t m e n t  of Fish and Game c o n s i d e r  a l t e r n a­

tive predator m a n a g e m e n t  p r og r a m s  u sing hunters an d  trappers f a m iliar with 

the areas in w h i c h  p r e d a t o r  p o p u l a t i on s  are sought to be reduced.
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