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i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  M e t c a l f e O f f e r e d :  2 / 1 7 / 8 2

R e f e r r e d :  R u l e s

BY THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 46 (State Affairs)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  SESS I O N

Proposing amendments to the Uniform 

Rules of the Alaska State Legisla­

ture .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY TH E L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  THE S T A T E OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. Rule 1(e) of the U n i f o r m  R u l e s  of the Alaska State Le g i s­

lature is a m e n d e d  to read:

(e) T h e  p r e s i d i ng  o f f i c e r  shall, announce, not later t h a n  the day 

fo l l o w i n g  e l e c ti o n ,  the a p p o i n t m e n t  of a C o m m i t t e e  on C o m m i t t e e s  c o n­

sisting of five members i n c l u d i n g  the p r e s i d i n g  officer. T h e  p r e s i d i n g  

officer chairs the C o m m i t t e e  on Co m m i t te e s .  The co m mittee is r e s p o n­

sible for d e t e r m i n i n g  [NOMINATING] the size [MEMBERS] of e a c h  [THE] 

s t a n d i n g  c o m m i t t e e  [ COMMITTEES AS] set out in Rul e  20 a n d  the number of 

memb e r s  of the m a j o r i t y  a n d  the m i n o r i t y  to be a s si g n e d  to e a c h  standing

c ommittee. The commitee s h a l l  n o m i n a t e  the m e m b e r  who is to chair each

s t a n d i n g  c o m m i t t e e  [TO SERVE] for the t w o - ye a r  d u r a ti o n  of the le g i s l a­

ture. The m e m b e r s h i p  of e a c h  c o m m it t e e  shall total to a n  u n e v e n  n u m b e r ^  

Each s t a n d i n g  c o mmittee s h a l l  be c o m p o s e d  of a number of m e m b e r s  of the 

m a j o r i t y  a n d  m i n o r i t y  in the ratio that r ef l e c t s  as n e a r l y  as possible 

the m a j o r i t y  a n d  m i n o r i t y  m e m b e r s h i p  in each h o u s e  [AND T H E  M IN O R I T Y  IS 

ENTITLED TO AT LEAST ONE SEAT ON E A C H  S T A N D I N G  CO M M I T T E E ].  The report 

of the Committee on Committees is s u bj e c t  to ap p r o v a l  by a m a j o r i t y  vote 

of the full membership of the house.

* Sec. 2. Rule 1 of the Uniform Rules of the Alaska State L e g i s l a t u r e  is 

amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(£) In each houae, a member shall be a s s i g n e d  to the same number

-1- C S H C R  4 6 (SA)

11



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

of standing committees as every other member of the house, except that

(1) the presiding officer and the majority leader may not be assigned to 

a standing committee; (2) the persons who chair the Finance Committee 

and the Rules Committee may not be assigned to any other standing 

committee; (3) the person who chairs a standing committee other than the 

Finance Committee and the Rules Committee in each house, and a member of 

the Finance Committee in each house, shall be assigned to only one other 

standing committee; and (4) the number of standing committee assignments 

per trember may vary only to the extent necessary to allow an uneven 

number of members on each committee. Each caucus shall assign its 

members to standing committees according to the number of assignments 

alloted to it by the Comittee on Committees. A member may not serve on 

a special committee, a joint committee, or a subcommittee of a standing 

committee while serving on any other special committee, joint committee, 

or subcommittee of a standing committee.

* Sec. 3. Rule 3(b) of the Uniform Rules of the Alaska State Legislature 

is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) The R ules Committee of each house is responsible for the 

sel e c t i on  a n d  d i r e c t i o n  of the s e s s i o n  staff assigned to each chamber 

(serg'an t -a t - a r m s  and their a s s i s ta n t s ,  pages and m e s s e n g e r s )  and shal 1 
determire the total number of [IS THE SO U R C E  OF A P P R O V A L  FOR HIRING] 

sess i o n  s t a f f wh o  may be h i r e d  by members, commit t e e s , a n d  caucuses.

The Rules Committee shall a l l o c a t e  s t a f f  pos it i o n s  to the m a j o r i t y  and 

minority in the ratio that re f l e c t s  as ne a r l y  as p o s s i b l e  the m aj o r i t y

and minority membership in each h o u s e . Each caucus shall determine

the number of staff a s s i g n e d  to caucus m e m b e r s , to c o m m i t t e e s ,  and to 

the caucus itself [ASSISTANTS FOR S T A N D I N G,  SPECIAL, A N D  J O I N T  COMMITTEES 

AND CAUCUSES AND SECRETARIAL HELP TO BE A S S I G N E D  TO I N D I V I D U A L  MEMBERS]. 

The Rules Committees of the house a n d  senate shall d e c i d e  jointly and
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w i t h i n  the a m o u n t  b u d g e t e d  [FOR S E S S I O N  STAFF] t h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  an d  

c o n d i t i o n s  of e m p l o y m e n t  for t e m p o r a r y  e m p l o y e e s  of the l e g i s l a t u r e .  

S t a f f  m e m b e r s  s h a l l r e c e i v e  equal c o m p e n s a t i o n  fo r like p o s i t i o n s  [0F 

T H O S E  W O R K I N G  U N D E R  T H E I R  I N D I V I D U A L  S U P E R V I S I O N ] .  T h e  d i r e c t o r  of 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s e r v i c e s  o f  the L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  A g e n c y  shall a s s i s t  

and m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to  the R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e s  r e g a r d i n g  s t a f f  c o m p e n­

s a t i o n  an d  r e l a t e d  m a t t e r s .

* Sec. 4. R ule 12 of the U n i f o r m  R u l e s  of the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  is 

a m e n d e d  to read:

R U L E  12. U S E  O F  C H A M B E R S ^  [AND] O F F I C E S , A N D  O F F I C E  E Q U I P M E N T . 

L e g i s l a t i v e  c h a m b e r s  a r e  to be u s e d  o n l y  for the o f f i c i a l  b u s i n e s s  of 

the l e g i s l a t u r e  d u r i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  sessions. D u r i n g  the s e s s i o n  a c c e s s  

to the c h a m b e r s  a n d  t h e i r  g a l l e r i e s  is u nder th e  c o n t r o l  of the p r e s i d­

ing o f f i c e r  of t h e  h o u s e  to w h i ch  t h e  space is a s s i g n e d ,  a n d  the a s s i g n­

me n t  of  l e g i s l a t i v e  o f f i c e s  and u s e  of c o m m i t t e e  r o o m s  s h a l l  be p r o v i d e d  

for b y  and be u n d e r  th e  c o n t r o l  o f  the Rules C o m m i t t e e .  As n e a r l y  as 

p o s s i b l e ,  a m e m b e r  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  t h e  same n u m b e r  of s q u a r e  feet of o f f i c e  

s p a c e  an d  a c o m p a r a b l e  q u a l i t y  and q u a n t i t y  of o f f i c e  e q u i p m e n t  as e v e r y  

o t h e r  member.

* Sec. 5. Rule 23(a) of t h e  Uniform Rules of t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

amended to read:

(a) D u r i n g  a regular session of the l e g i s l a t u r e ,  w r i t t e n  [ W R ITTEN] 

n o t i c e  of the time, location, a n d  a g e n d a  [PLACE A N D  SUBJECT MATTER] of 

a l l  meetings of standing, special, a n d  j o i n t  c o m m i t t e e s  d u r i n g  a w e e k  

shall be provided by the person who chairs t h e  c o m m i t t e e  to the c h i e f  

clerk or secretary by 4:00 p.m. on the preceding Thursday. The p e r s o n  

who chairs the committee to which a bill or r e s o l u t i o n  is f i r s t  r e f e r r e d  

shall provide to the chief clerk or secretary w r i t t e n  notice of the t i m e  

and place of one [THE FIRST] public meeting [HEARING] on the bill or
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r e s o l u t i o n  at least 12.0 h o urs [5 DAYS] b e f o r e  the m e e t i n g  [HEARING]. 

H o w e v e r ,  this r e q u i r e m e n t  ma y be w a i v e d  b y  m o t i o n  of the p e r s o n  who 

c h a i r B  th e c o m m i t t e e  to w h i c h  a b i l l  or r e s o l u t i o n  is [FIRST] r e f e r r e d  

if c o n c u r r e d  in by a t w o - t h i r d s  [MAJORITY] vote of the full m e m b e r s h i p  

of the h o u s e .  The c h i e f  c lerk or s e c r e t a r y  shall p u b l i s h  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e  

c o p i e s  of the w e e k l y  s c h e d u l e  of c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g s  an d  of the f i v e - d a y  

n o t i c e  of m e e t i n g  [ H E A R I N G ] .

* Sec. 6 . R u l e  23(b) o f  the U n i f o r m  R u l e s  of the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) A s t a nding, special, or .joint c o m m i t t e e  m a y  a m e n d  its s c he d u l e

of c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g s  no later t h a n  48 h o u r s  b e f o r e  the time set for the

c o m m i t t e e  m e eting. A n  a m e n d m e n t  of the s c h e d u le of a c o m m i t t e e ' s  m e e t -

ing s m u s t  be a p p r o v e d  b y  a m a j o r i t y of the m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i t t e e .

W h e n  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  d e c i d e s  to d e f e r a c t i o n  on an i t e m that is u n d e r  the

j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the c o m m i t t e e ,  the c o m m i t t e e  ma y not take final a c t i o n

o n  t hat i t e m  for at l e as t  48 h o u r s f r o m  the time the d e c i s i o n  to d e f er

is m a d e ,  unle s s  a s h o r t e r  p e r i o d  is a p p r o v e d  by u n a n i m o u s  c o n s e n t  of the

c o m m i t t e e  memb e r s  p r e s e n t .  T h e  p e r s o n  wh o  chairs a s t a n d i n g ,  special, 

or j o i n t  c o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  the c h i ef  c l e r k  or s e c r e t a r y  w r i t t e n  

n o t i c e  of the c h a n g e  in the t i m e , l o c a t i o n,  or a g e n d a  [P LA C E  OR S U B J E C T  

M A T T E R ]  of a m e e t i n g .  At the n e x t  d a i l y  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e ss i o n ,  no t i c e  of 

the s c h e d u l e  c h a n g e  shall be a n n o u n c e d  b y  the c h i e f  c l e r k  or s e c r e t a r y  

a n d  p u b l i s h e d  as a n o t i c e  in the j o u r n a l  of the house.

* Sec. 7. Rule 24(a) of the U n i f o r m  R u l e s  of the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

a m e n d e d  t o  read:

(a) A committee acts on all b i l l s  r e f e r r e d  to it a n d  r e p o r ts  its 

actions and recommendations to the house as s o o n  as p r a c t i c a b l e .  A bil l  

or resolution may not be reported back by the c o m m i t t e e  to w h i c h  the 

bill or resolution la first referred u n l e s s  the b i l l  or r e s o l u t i o n  h a s
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b e e n  the subject of at: least one m e e t i n g  of the committee for w h i c h  120 
hours' n o t i c e  was g i v e n  as set out i n  Rule 23(a). C o m mittee r e p o r t s  

m u s t  be in w r i t i n g  a n d  the re p o r t  mus t  be s i g n e d  by a m a j o r it y  of the 

memb e r s  of the c o mm i t t e e .  The r e p o r t  will n ote the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  of 

eac h m e m b e r  s i g n i ng  the report.

* Sec. 8 . Rule 37(a) of the U n i f o r m  R u le s  of the Alaska State L e g i s l a t u r e  

.s a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) Any m e m b e r ,  group of m e m bers, s t a n d i n g  £ r  [,] spec i a l  [, OR 

JOINT] c o m mittee m a y  i n t r o d u c e  a bill, s u b j e c t  to the p r o v i s i o n s  of 

these U n i f o r m  Rules. A bill m u s t  be i n tr o duced, in pro p er  form as a p­

proved b y  the e n r o l l i n g  s e c r e t a r y  of the legislature, wit h  the o r i g i n a l  

and two carbon c o p i e s  d e l i v e r e d  to the chief clerk or secretary. The

bill is then a s s i g n e d  a n u m b e r  w h i c h  it r e t a i n s  through s u b s e q u e n t

chan g e s  an d  s u b s t i t u t i o n s .  The b i l l  is c o n s i d e r e d  f o rm a l l y  i n t r o d u c e d  

w h e n  the clerk o r  s e c r e t a r y  r eads the h e a d i n g  and title a loud in o p e n  

s e s s i o n  (first r e ading). Bills m a y  be i n t r o d u c e d  through the Rules 

C o m m i t t e e s  by the g o ve r n o r  a n d  the p e r m a n e n t  i n t e r i m  c o mmittees p u r s u a n t  

to p r o v i s i o n s  of law.

* Sec. 9. Rule 39(b) of the Uniform Rules of the Alaska State L e g i s l a t u r e  

is amended to read:

(b) FIRST READING. The f i r s t reading c o ns i s t s  of a r e a d i n g  a l o u d  

by the c l e r k  or s e c r e t a r y  of the fo l l o wi n g  information: the h o u s e  of

origin, the b i l l  number, the sponsor, and the title of the bill, e.g.,

"In the House, House Bill No. ..., by .......  and    A bill for an

Act entitled, 'An Act relating to a code of ethics for state e m p l o y­

ees."' The bill is then referred by the presiding officer to one or

more committees. Except for the general appropriation bill, the p r e s i d­

ing officer shall refer the bill to each committee that, under Rule 20.: Tnirrirrr-I.-Ti.il i ■     ■, .      ..... .... ... - < ■     _ —... ..X.

has juried!ction over a department that is charged with Implementing a
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p r o v i s i o n  of the b i l l  or that Is o t h e r w i s e  d i re c t l y  a f f e c t e d  by the bill. 

T h e  h o u s e  m a y  b y  a m a j o r i t y  vote of the full m e m b e r s h i p  of the h o u s e  

r e f e r  the bill to a ny  o t h e r  s t a n d i n g  or special c o m m i t t ee .

Sec. 10. Rul e  42(a) of the U n i f o r m  Rules of the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a -  

is a m e n d e d  to r e a d :

(a) If one h o u s e  r e f u s e s  to concur in the a m e n d m e n t s  of the other 

it so n o t ifies the a m e n d i n g  ho u s e  and reque s ts  that it recede f r o m  its 

a m e n d m e n t s .  T h e  v o t e  on r e c e d i n g  from a m e n d m e n ts  is taken by the c a l l­

ing  of the roll and the r e c o r d i n g  of the yeas and n a y s  in the journal.

A h o u s e  rece de s  f r o m  its a m e n d m e n t s  o n l y  by a m a j o r i t y  vote of the full 

m e m b e r s h i p  of the house. If the h o u s e  refuses to recede, the p r e s i d i n g  

o f f i c e r  of e a c h  h o u s e  a p p o in t s  two m e m b e r B  and the m i n o r i t y  leader of 

e a c h  h ouse a p p o i n t s  one m e m b e r  [THREE MEMBERS] to sit as a C o n f e r e n c e  

C o m m i t t e e .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e  m eets w h e n  m u t u a l l y  a g r e e a b l e  to its members.

If the c o m m i t t e e  r e a c h e s  a g r e e m e n t  on p r e v i o u s l y  a d o p t e d  a m e n d m e n t s  to a 

b i l l  adopted b y  e i t h e r  house, the c o m m i t t e e then subm i t s  an i d entical 

r e p o r t  to e a c h  house. The rep o r t  is not subject to amendment in either 

ho u s e .  If the r e p o r t  is a d o p t e d  by e a c h  house the bill is enrolled, 

signed, and t r a n s m i t t e d  to the governor. If the m e m b e r s  of the C o n­

fer e n c e  C o m m i t t e e  c a n n o t  a gree on amendments, or if one or b o t h  houses

r e f u s e s  to a d o p t  the c o m m i t t e e  report, the C o n f e r e n c e  Com m i t te e  submits , 

a n  identical w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  to each h o u s e  listing the specific points of 

disagreement for w h i c h  the co m m i t t e e  r e q uests p o w e r s  of free confer e n c e . 

The presiding o f f i c e r  of e ach h o u s e  m a y  then giv e  limi t e d  p o w e r s  of free 

conference o n l y  on the specific points listed. If the members of a C o n­

ference Committee with limited powers of free c o n f e r e n c e  ca nn o t  agree o n  

amendments, or one or both houses r e f u s e s  to a d o p t  the c o m m i t t e e  report, 

it is then in order to appoint a Free C o n f e r e n c e  Committee. A m e m b e r  w h o  

served on a Conference Committee or a C o n f e r e n c e  Committee w i t h  limi t e d

-6 - C S H C R  4 6 (SA)
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p o w e r s  of free c o n f e r e n c e  na y  not be a p p o i n t e d  to a s u b s e q u e n t  C o n f e r e n c e  

C o m m i t t e e  or F r e e  C o n f e r e n c e  C o m m i t t e e  c o n c e r n i n g  the s a m e  m e a s u r e . T h e  

v o t e  o n  a d o p t i o n  of a c o n f e r e n c e  c o m m i t t e e  r e p o r t  is t a k e n  by the c a l l i n g  

of the roll a n d  the r e c o r d i n g  of the y eas a n d  nays i n  the j o u r n a l .  

A d o p t i o n  r e q u i r e s  a m a j o r i t y  vote of the f u l l  m e m b e r s h i p  of e a c h  ho u s e .
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