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r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r S t a t e  A f f a i r s
C o m m i t t e e

O f f e r e d 6 / 2 0 / 8 1

4 T H E  H O U S E  BY T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E

S E N A T E  CS F O R  CS F O R  H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 8 (Rules) a m  S 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  TH E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

P r o p o s i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  to the u n i f o r m  

rules; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  

date .

E I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  TH E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. Rul e  15 o f  the U n i f o r m  R u l e s  o f  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a -

ure is a m e n d e d  to read:

A B S E N C E  OF M E M B E R S .  (a) A  m e m b e r  m a y  n o t  be a b s e n t  f r o m  s i t t i n g s  

o f  th e  h o u s e  u n l e s s  the m e m b e r  has the l e a v e  of the h o u s e  to b e  a b s e n t  

o r  is i l l  a n d  u n a b l e  to attend. If a b s e n t  w h e n  a c a l l  is p l a c e d  a 

m e m b e r  m a y  be e x c u s e d  by a t h r e e - f o u r t h s  m a j o r i t y  v o t e  of the hou s e .

A f t e r  c o n s i s t e n t  o r  d e l i b e r a t e  u n a u t h o r i z e d  a b s e n c e s  f r o m  s i t t i n g s  of 

the h o u s e  a t h r e e - f o u r t h s  m a j o r i t y  of the b o d y  m a y  v o t e  to o f f i c i a l l y  

r e p r i m a n d  or c e n s u r e  the m e m b e r .

(b) A  m e m b e r  w h o  is c o n s i s t e n t l y  a b s e n t  f r o m  m e e t i n g s  of a 

s t a n d i n g  c o m m i t t e e  to w h i c h  a s s i g n e d  m a y  b e  r e m o v e d  f r o m  that c o m m i t t e e  

b y  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  C o m m i t t e e s  u p o n  a s h o w i n g  that t h e  m e m b e r ' s  a b s e n c e  

is u n w a r r a n t e d .

* Sec. 2. R u l e  2 4 ( a )  of the U n i f o r m  R u l e s  o f  the A l a s k a  S t at e  L e g i s l a­

tu r e  is a m e n d e d  to r e a d :

(a) A  c o m m i t t e e  m a y  a c t  o n  any b i l l ,  r e s o l u t i o n ,  or o t h e r  l e g i s l a­

tiv e  m a t t e r  [ACTS O N  A L L  B I L L S ]  r e f e r r e d  to i t . W h e n  the c o m m i t t e e  ha s 

ac t e d ,  it s h a l l  r e p o r t  [AND R E P O R T S ]  its a c t i o n s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to 

the h o u s e  as s o o n  as p r a c t i c a b l e .  A  c o m m i t t e e  r e p o r t  [ C O M M I T T E E  R E ­

PO R T S ]  m u s t  b e  i n  w r i t i n g  a n d  the r e p o r t  m u s t  b e  s i g n e d  by a m a j o r i t y  o f  

t h e  f u l l  m e m b e r s h i p  [MEMBERS] o f  the c o m m i t t e e .  A  m e m b e r  m a y  not.
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2 ij signed. The r e p o r t  shall [WILL] note the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  of each membc
j]

s i g n i n g  the report. The r eport m ay reco m m e n d  that the house adopt

1 i; w i t h d r a w  h i s  s i g n a t u r e  f r o m  a  c o m m i t t e e  r e p o r t  w h i c h  h e  h a s  r e g u l a r l y

8

be a d o p t e d  only in third r e a d i n g  b e f o r e  adoption of the m e a s u r e by

a m a j o r i t y  vote of the full m e m b e r s h i p  of the house. The vote on

a d o p t i o n  of a l e t t e r  of intent shall b e  taken by c a l ling of the roll

and the r e c o r d i n g of the yeas and nays in the journal. A letter of

9 i n t e n t  may be a m e n d e d  at a ny time b e f o r e  it is adopted.

10 * Sec. 3. Rule 34(b) of the U n i f o r m  Rules of the A l a s k a  State L e g i s lature

11 is a m e n d e d  to read:

12 i (b) Abstention. Ev e r y  m e m b e r  present in the ho u s e  shall vote
|l

13 || u n l e s s  the h o u s e  for special reasons permits a m e m b e r  to abstain. All

141 m o t i o n s  e x c u s i n g  a member f r o m  v o t i n g  shall be mad e  b e f o r e  the house

15 votes [ D I V I D E S ]  or before the call for the yeas and nays is commenced.

16 j A  m e m b e r  r e q u e s t i n g  to be e x c u s e d  f r o m  voting m a y  make a brief oral
i
I s t a t e m e n t  of the reasons for the r e q u e s t  and the ques t i o n  of granting
i

18| p e r m i s s i o n  to abstain shall be taken w i t hout further debate. A m e m b e r

19! m a y  not e x p l a i n  a vote, m a y  not discuss the q u e s t i o n  wh i l e  the yeas and

20 |

21 !
i221;

23 jj
24 |i

n a y s  are b e i n g  called, a n d  m a y  not change a vote after the roll call

r e s u l t  has b e e n  announced. W h e n  the house votes on [UPON DIVISION AND

C O U N T  OF THE HOUSE OF] any q u e s t i o n ^  a member w h o  is not w i t h i n  the

c h a mber m a y  not be counted. A  m e m b e r  may not be p e r m i t t e d  to abstain 

e xcept upon th e  u n animous consent of the membership.

I!
26h *  Sec. 4. R u l e  4 9 ( a ) ( 5 )  o f  t h e  U n i f o r m  R u l e s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a -

26

27

28 

28

t u r e  is a m e n d e d  t o  read:

(5) A  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  is the m o s t  f o r m a l  t y p e  of r e s o l u t i o n  

a n d  is a d o p t e d  by b o t h  h o u s e s  a n d  t h e n  s i g n e d  b y  the g o v e r n o r  as a 

m i n i s t e r i a l  f o r m a l i t y .  T h e  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  is t r e a t e d  in all r e s p e c t s
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as a b i l l  b u t  it is n o t  s u b j e c t  to veto. It is u s u a l l y  r e s e r v e d  for 

a d d r e s s e e s  o u t s i d e  the state. T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  is u s e d  m a i n l y  to expr e s s  

the v i e w  or w i s h  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  to the P r e s i d e n t ,  the C o n g r e s s  or 

a g e n c i e s  of  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  G o v e r n m e n t  or the g o v e r n m e n t s  of o t h e r  

states. It is r e q u i r e d  for p r o p o s i n g  or r a t i f y i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  to the 

U.S. C on s t i t u t i o n ,  p r o p o s i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  to the S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  u n d e r  

provisions' o f  Sec. 1, Ar_t. XIII, of the S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  and for 

d i s a p p r o v a l  of local g o v e r n m e n t  b o u n d a r y  c h a n g e s  r e c o m m e n d e d  by the 

L o c a l  B o u n d a r y  C o m m i s s i o n  u n d e r  p r o v i s i o n s  of Sec. 12, Art. X, o f  the

S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  A p p r o v a l  of a joint r e s o l u t i o n  that p r o p o s e s  

an a m e n d m e n t  to the S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  r e q u i r e s  a t w o - t h i r d s  v o t e  of 

the full m e m b e r s h i p  o f  e a c h  ho u s e .  A p p r o v a l  of a j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  

o t h e r  t h a n  a r e s o l u t i o n  that p r o p o s e s  an a m e n d m e n t  to the S tate C o n s t i­

tu t i o n  r e q u i r e s  a m a j o r i t y  v o t e  o f  the full m e m b e r s h i p  of e ac h  house.

* Sec. 5. T h e  a m e n d m e n t s  p r o p o s e d  by this r e s o l u t i o n  take eff e c t  on 

i d j o u m m e n t  of the F i r s t  S e s s i o n  of the T w e l f t h  A l a s k a  L e gi s l a t u r e .
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