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IN THF H O U S E BY THE S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

CS FOR H OUSE C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 8 (State Affairs)

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESS I O N

R e l a t i n g  to the p r e s e r v a t i o n  of the 

H o u s e  of Wicker s h a m.

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  a s i g n i ficant p o r t i o n  of A l a s k a ' s  d o c u m e n t e d  and w r i t t e n  h i s t o r y  

during the years 1900 thro u g h  1938 is r e c o r d e d  only in the d i a r i e s , pape r s , 

and m a n u s c r i p t s  of Alaska's p i o n e e r judge, James Wickersham; and

W H E R E A S  the House of W i c k e rs h a m ,  l o c a t e d  in J u n e a u  and b u i l t  on the 

site of the Ne w  Bo s to n  gol d  m i n i n g  claim, is its el f  of m a j o r  h i s to r i c a l  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  as one of the first large h omes built in A l a s k a  after the 

p u r c h a s e  from Russia, and as a fine e x a m p l e  of V i c t o r i a n  a r c h i t e c t u r e ;  and 

W H E R E A S  the House of W i c k e r s h a m  has b e e n  c e r t i f i e d  for i n c l u s i o n  on the 

National Re g i s t e r  of H i s toric Places, and its p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t i o n  of h i s t o r i c  

d o cuments, diaries, papers, p hoto files, and a r t ifacts is of m a j o r  s i g n i f i­

cance to scholars of e arly t w e n t i e th  c e n t u r y  Alaska; and

W H E R E A S  the hist o r i e s  of Nome, the Al e u t i a n  Islands, F airbanks, Eagle, 

A n c h o r a g e ,  Mt. McKinley, Valdez, Skagway, Wrangell, Sitka, K e t c h i k a n , and 

J u n e a u  are p r e s e r v e d  and r e p r e s e n t e d  in these e a rl y  d o c u m e n t s,  m a k i n g  the 

W i c k e r s h a m  c o l l e c t i o n  of m a j o r  s t a t e wi d e  importance; and

W H E R E A S  in years past m a n y  p r i v a t e  hi s t o r i c  c o l l e c t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  sold 

or r e m o v e d  from Alaska; and

W H E R E A S  it seems a p p r o p r i a t e  that the W i c k e r s h a m  c o l l e c t i o n  and its 

r e p o s i t o r y  should be r e c o g n i z e d  and p r e s e r v e d  for the b e n e f i t  of all A l a s k a n s  

n o w  a n d  in c e nturies to come;

BE IT R E S O L VE D  by the Alaska S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  that the g o v e r n o r  is 

r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to e s t a b l i s h  a task force to d e v e l o p  a plan for the
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c o n t i n u e d  o p e r a t i o n  and p r e s e r v a t i o n  of the H o u s e  of W i c k e r s h a m ;  and be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  the g o v e r n o r  a p p o i n t  the d i r e c t o r s  of the d i v i s i o n  

of p arks of the D e p a r t m e n t  of Natu r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  the d i v i s i o n  of l i b r a r i e s  

and m u s e u m s  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of E du c a t i o n ,  a n d  the d i v i s i o n  of t o u r i s m  of 

the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  and E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  of 

s tate g o v e r n m e n t  c o n c e r n e d  with the h i s t o r y  of the state to serve o n  the 

t ask force; a n d  be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the g o v e r n o r  i n v i t e  the a p p r o p r i a t e  f e d e r a l  

a g e n c i e s  and h i s t o r i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  to w o r k  w i t h  the t a s k  f orce t o w a r d  the 

a c h i e v e m e n t  of its g o a l .
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