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IN T H E  HOUSE BY T HE STATE A F F AIRS C O M M I T T E E

HOUSE C O N C U R R E N T  RESOLUTION NO. 8 

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION

R e l a t i n g  to the p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  the 

H o u s e  of W i c k e r s h a m .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S TATE O F  ALAS K A :

W H E R E A S  a s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n  o f  A l a s k a ' s  d o c u m e n t e d  a n d  w r i t t e n  h i s t o r >  

d u r i n g  the y e a r s  1900  t h r o u g h  1 9 3 0  is r e c o r d e d  o n l y  in the d i a r i e s ,  p a p e r s ,  

a n d  m a n u s c r i p t s  of A l a s k a ' s  p i o n e e r  ju dg e ,  J a m e s  W i c k e r s h a m ;  and

W H E R E A S  t h e  H o u s e  of W i c k e r s h a m ,  l o c a t e d  i n  J u n e a u  a n d  b u i l t  o n  the 

s i t e  of the N e w  B o s t o n  g o l d  m i n i n g  claim, is i t s e l f  of m a j o r  h i s t o r i c a l  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  as one of the f i r s t  l a r g e  h omes b u i l t  in A l a s k a  a f t e r  the 

p u r c h a s e  fro m  R u s s i a ,  a n d  as a f i n e  e x a m p l e  of V i c t o r i a n  a r c h i t e c t u r e ;  and 

W H E R E A S  t h e  H o u s e  of W i c k e r s h a m  h a s  be e n  c e r t i f i e d  for i n c l u s i o n  on the 

N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s ,  an d its p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t i o n  of h i s t o r i c  

d o c u m e n t s ,  d i a r i e s ,  p a p e r s ,  p h o t o  f i l e s ,  and a r t i f a c t s  is o f  m a j o r  s i g n i f i­

c a n c e  to s c h o l a r s  of e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  A l a s k a ;  and

W H E R E A S  th e  h i s t o r i e s  of N o m e ,  t h e  A l e u t i a n  I s l a n d s , F a i r b a n k s ,  Eagle, 

Anchorage, M t . M c K i n l e y ,  V a l d e z ,  Sk.agway, W r a n g e l l ,  Si tk a ,  K e t c h i k a n ,  and

Juneau are p r e s e r v e d  a n d  r e p r e s e n t e d  in these e a r l y  d o c u m e n t s ,  m a k i n g  the

Wickersham c o l l e c t i o n  of  major s t a t e w i d e  i m p o r t a n c e ;  and

W H E R E A S  i n  years p a s t  m a n y  p r i v a t e  h i s t o r i c  c o l l e c t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  sold

or removed from Alaska; a n d

WHEREAS it seems appropriate t h a t  the W i c k e r s h a m  c o l l e c t i o n  a n d  its 

repository should be recognized and preserved f o r  the b e n e f i t  of all A l a s k a n  

now and in centuries to come;

BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  the g o v e r n o r  is 

respectfully requested to establish a task force to d e v e l o p  a p l a n  for the
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F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  the g o v e r n o r  a p p o i n t  the d i r e c t o r s  of the d i v i s i o n  

of t o u r i s m  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  and the 

d i v i s i o n  of parks of t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  and o ther o f f i c e r s  

of s tate g o v e r n m e n t  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  the h i s t o r y  of the s t a t e  to serve on the 

task force; and be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  the g o v e r n o r  i n v i t e  the a p p r o p r i a t e  fede r a l  

a g e n c i e s  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  to w o r k  w i t h  the t a s k  f o r c e t o w a r d  the 

a c h i e v e m e n t  of its g o a l .

c o n t i n u e d  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of the H o u s e  of W i c k e r s h a m ;  and be it
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