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BY F R E E M A N , G R U S S E N D O R F  AN D  
IN THE H O U S E  DU N C A N

H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 7 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F IRST S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to h a n d  t r olling.

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE LE G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S TATE OF ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  the Board of Fisheries has r e c e n t l y  a m e n d e d  5 A A C  39.270(a)(3) 

to a llow h a n d  trollers to use no m o r e  than four f i s h i n g  rods, or, in the 

a l t e r n a t i v e ,  one h a n d  troll g u r d y  and one fish i n g  rod, u n l e s s  the board 

finds, in the course of the year that the ha n d  troll c atch is small enough 

to a l lo w  the use of two hand troll gurdies for the r e m a i n d e r  of the year; 

and

W H E R E A S  the p u r p o s e  of the r e g u l a t i o n  is to keep the p e r c e n t a g e  of fish 

caught by h a n d  t r o l l er s  at 20 p e r c e n t  of the fish c a u g h t  w i t h  troll gear; 

and

W H E R E A S  a d o p t i o n  of the r e g u l a t i o n  is p r e m a t u r e  since the r egulations 

on gear that were f o r m e r l y  in e f f e c t  and other fact o r s have c o n t r i b u t e d  to a 

r e d u c t i o n  in the n u m b e r  of h a n d  trollers a ct i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in the 

f i s h e r y  o v e r  the last several seasons, r e s u l t i n g  in a p r o g r e s s i v e  lowering 

of the p e r c e n t a g e  of the troll c atch taken by h a n d  t r o l l e r s  toward the 

d e s i r e d  20 percent; and

M E R . S A S  the r e g u l a t i o n  will not permit han d  t r o l le r s  to catch eno u g h  

fish to p a y  the e v e r - r i s i n g o p e r a t i n g  costs of their v e s s e l s and they m a y  be 

f o r c e d  to fish in a reas and w e a t h e r  c on d i t i o n s  w h i c h  are no t  safe for their 

vessels; and

W H E R E A S  limited entry into the ha n d  troll f i s h e r y  w h i c h  is being i m p l e­

me n t e d  for the first time this year may h a v e  some e f f e c t  t o w a r d  the a c h i e v e­

ment of the p u r p o se  of the re gu l a t i o n ;  and

W H E R E A S  the r e g ul a t i o n  is u n n e c e s s a r y  since t h e Board of Fisheries can
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1 [ act to p r e s e r v e  f i s h  st o c k s  in the e v e n t  of o v e r f i s h i n g  by o r d e r i n g  e m e r g e n c y

2 • time and are a  c l o s u r e s  du r i ng  the s e a s o n ;  and

3 | W H E R E A S  the r e g u l a t i o n s  on g e a r  f o r m e r l y  in e f f e c t  w e r e  no t  a d e q u a t e l y

4 I e n f orced, but if t h e y  h a d  been, th e  p u r p o s e s  of t h e  l i m i t a t i o n  on g e a r  may
!

5 ! v e r y  well hav e b e e n  a c h ieved; a n d  

W H E R E A S  the r e g u l a t i o n  a f f e c t s  n o t  o n l y  t h o s e  w h o  e n g a g e  in h a n d

t r o l l i n g  as a " l i f e s t y l e  f i s h e r y "  but also t h o s e  w h o  a r e  d e p e n d e n t  o n  h a n d

t r o l l i n g  as t he i r  p r i m a r y  or o n l y  a v a i l a b l e  s o u r c e  of l i v e l i h o o d ;  a n d8

g W H E R E A S  t h e re  m a y  be m a n a g e m e n t  m e t h o d s  w h i c h  w e r e  not f u l l y  c o n s i d e r e d
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b y  the b o a r d  but w h i c h  w o u l d  a c h i e v e  the p u r p o s e s  of the r e g u l a t i o n  w i t h o u t  

d e l e t e r i o u s  impa c t s  on h a n d  t r o l l e r s ;  and

W H E R E A S ,  due to the w i d e s p r e a d  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  th e  r e g u l a t i o n  and 

the p o t e n t i al  h a r d s h i p  it m a y  c a u s e  ha n d  t r o l l e r s ,  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  is 

w a r r a n t e d ;  and

W H E R E A S  the l e g i s l a t u r e  c o n s i d e r s  that f i s h e r i e s  m a n a g e m e n t  d e c i s i o n s  

are p r o p e r l y  the p r o v i n c e  of the B o a r d  of F i s h e r i e s  a n d  s h o u l d  not b e  d e t e r­

mi n e d  by statute;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t s  

the B o a r d  of F i s h e r i e s  to a d d r e s s  t h e s e c o n c e r n s  an d  to r e c o n s i d e r  its 

a m e n d m e n t  to 5 A A C  3 9 . 2 7 0 ( a ) ( 3 ) .


