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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 2 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

Relating to the gillnet herring 

fishery in Bristol Bay.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the Alaska Board of Fisheries has recommended that the commis­

sioner of fish and game grant an exception to the prohibition on foreign 

vessels or aliens processing fish in Alaskan waters to the North Pacific 

Longline-Gillnet Association of Japan for the 1981 herring season in Bristol 

B a y ; and

WHEREAS the North Pacific L o n g l i n e - G i 1 lnet Association will process the 

herring in a joint venture with the local cooperative, the Bristol Bay

Herring Marketing Co-op, of Dillingham; and

WHEREAS participation in herring processing by foreign vessels or 

aliens is necessary in Bristol Bay because the herring caught by gillnetters 

in Bristol Bay often cannot be processed promptly by local United States 

processors because the facilities of those processors are often fully en­

gaged in processing purse seine caught herring; and

W H E R E A S  g i l l n e t t e r s  a r e  the most n u m e r o u s  p a r t i c i p a n t s  in the c o m m e r­

cial h e r r i n g  f i s h e r y  in B r i s t o l  Bay; and

W H E R E A S  the delays in p r o c e s s i n g  g i l l n e t - c a u g h t  h e r r i n g  h a v e  resulted 

in losses r a n g i n g  f r o m  $ 6 , 0 0 0  to $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 for many g i l l n etters, a m o u n t i ng  to 

a total loss to the e n t i r e  g i l l n e t  fleet of b e t w e e n  $ 1 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  to $2,500,000; 

and

W H E R E A S  it is a p p a r e n t ,  in light of the volume of fish i n v o l v e d  and the 

e x i s t i n g  c a p a b i l i t y  of U n i t e d  States p r o c e s s o r s ,  tha t U.S. p r o c e s s o r s  cannot 

a d e q u a t e l y  a c c o m m o d a t e  gillnetters a t t e m p t i n g  to d e l i v e r  h e r r i n g  in an
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e xpeditious enough manner to a l l o w  most gillnetters a profitable entry into 

the fishery during peak periods; and

W H E REAS previous efforts by the Bristol Bay Herring M arketing Co-op to 

obtain commitments from U.S. processors in the Bristol Bay area to process 

herring have been u n s u c c e s s f u l ; and

W H E R E A S  the joint venture between the Bristol Bay Herring Mark e t i n g  

Co-op and the North Pacific Longline-Gillnet Association of Japan is c o m m i t­

ted to p r o c essing gillnet-caught herring during peak periods, thereby a s s u r­

ing gillnetters of a processor who will take and process their fish w i t h o u t  

costly delays; and

WH E R E A S  this joint venture would take and process immature, spawned- 

o u t , and m a l e  herring, thereby eliminating some of the waste of fish w h i c h  

has occured in the past;

BE IT RESOLVED by the A l a s k a  State Legislature that it respec t f u l l y  

requests the Board of Fisheries to continue its support of this joint v e n­

ture; and be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that t h e  g o v e r n o r  is r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to d i r e c t  

the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of fish an d  g a m e  to g r a n t  the j o i n t  v e n t u r e  b e t w e e n  the 

B r i s t o l  Bay H e r r i n g  M a r k e t i n g  C o - o p  and the N o r t h  P a c i f i c  L o n g l i n e - G i l l n e t  

A s s o c i a t i o n  of J a p a n  an e x c e p t i o n  to the p r o h i b i t i o n  o n  f o r e i g n  v e s s e l s  and 

aliens p r o c e s s i n g  and r e c e i v i n g  fis h  in A l a s k a ,  b e g i n n i n g  in 1981, a n d  to 

c o n t i n u e  t h i s  e x c e p t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  d e t e r m i n e s  tha t  U.S. p r o c e s ­

sors c a n  a d e q u a t e l y  process t h e  h ar v e s t .

C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sen t  to the m e m b e r s  of the N o r t h  

P a c i f i c  M a n a g e m e n t  Council.
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