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i g i n a l  s p o n s o r G r u s s e n d o r f ,  C o t t o n ,  

M o  n t g o m e  r y , e t a  1

O f f e r e d :  5 / 2 2 / 8 1
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

N THE HOUSE BY THE T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  C O M M I T T E E

SENATE CS FOR CS luR HOUSE CO N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 1 (Transportation)

IN T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE ST A T E  OF A L ASKA 

T W E L F T H  LE G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION

R e l a t i n g  to travel by senior citizens

aboard vessels of the state m a r i n e

h i g h w a y  system.

E IT RESO L V E D  BY THE LE G I S L A T U R E  OF THE ST A T E  OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS, since 1974, in response to H o u s e  Concurrent R e s o l u t i o n  No. 52,

the state m a rine h i g h w a y  system has provided for travel on ferries by p e r sons 

65 years of age and ol d e r  on a s p a c e - a v a i l a b l e  basis w i t h i n  Alaska without 

charge during the months of November to April, inclusive; and

WHEREAS, last year, in response to L e g i s l a t i v e  Resolve No. 2, 1980, the

period of free passage for older Alaskans a b o a r d  state m a rine highway v e s sels 

was extended to O c t ober 1 to May 15 inclusive; and

WHEREAS this s e r v i c e  has b e e n  used by increasing numbers of older 

Alaskans, permitting travel on the marine h i g h w a y  s ystem at no cost wh i l e  

inc r e a s i n g  the number of foot passengers on vessels of the system; and

W H E R E A S  the p o l i c y  of free p a s s a g e  for o l d e r  p e r s o n s  a l l o w s  o n l y  p a s s a g e

w i t h o u t  c o s t  d u r i n g  t h e  " o f f - s e a s o n " ,  is n o t  e x t e n d e d  to o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  f o r

s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  t r a v e l i n g  a b o a r d  v e s s e ls ,  a n d  o l d e r  p e r s o n s  p a y  full c o s t s  

of l o d g in g ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  m a n y  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  f ind it d i f f i c u l t  to u se  v e s s e l s  of t he  

m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m  b e c a u s e  of th e u n a v a i l a b i l i t y  a n d  h i g h  cost of l o d g i n g ;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  t h a t  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t s  

the G o v e r n o r  to d i r e c t  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  p u b l i c  f a c i l i­

ties to direct the d i v i s i o n  of m a r i n e  h i g h w a y s  to e x t e n d  f r e e  p a s s a g e  o n  the 

Aurora, Le Conte, C h i l k a t ,  T u s t u m e n a ,  a n d  B a r t l e t t ,  to s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  

during every m o n t h  of the year to p e r m i t  t h e m  to t r a v e l  b e t w e e n  A l a s k a n
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po r t s  on a spa c e - a v a i l a b l e  basis ; and be it 

2 j F U R T H E R  RESOLVED that the Governor direct the d i v i s i o n  of marine h i g h­

ways to investigate the p o s s i b i l i t y  of m a k i n g  staterooms a board state 

jferries available at a reduced rate to senior citizens when traveling 

ibetween A l a s k a n  ports.
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