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Re f erred: F i n a n c e

THE HOUSE BY THE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 1 (Transportation) am 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF T HE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

R e l a t i n g  to free travel for se n i o r  

c i t i z e n s  a b o a r d  v e s se l s  of the s t a t e  

m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  system.

E IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

W H E R E A S ,  s ince 1974, in r e s p o n s e  to H o u s e  C o n c u r r e n t  R e s o l u t i o n  No. 52, 

he state m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m  has p r o v i d e d  for tr a ve l  on ferri e s  by p e r -  

ons 65 y e a r s  of ag e  and o l d e r  on a s p a c e - a v a i l a b l e  basis w i t h i n  A l a s k a  

'ithout c h a r g e  d u r i n g  the m o n t h s  of N o v e m b e r  to April, inclus i v e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  last year, in r e s p o n s e  to L e g i s l a t i v e  Reso l v e  No. 2, 1980, the 

e riod of free p a s s a g e  for o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  a b o a r d  s t at e  m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  v e s -  

•els was e x t e n d e d  to Octo b e r 1 to May 15 i n c l u s i v e ;  and

W H E R E A S  this s e rv i c e  has b e e n  u s e d  b y  i n c r e a s i n g  n u m b e r s  of o l d e r  

ilaskans, p e r m i t t i n g  travel o n  the m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m  at no cost w h i l e  

.ncreasing the n u m b e r  of foot p a s s e n g e r s  on v e s s e l s  of the system; a n d  

W H E R E A S  the p o l i c y  of f r e e  p a s s a g e  for older p e r s o n s  a l l o w s  o n l y  p a s ­

sage w i t h o u t  cost d u r i n g  the " o f f - s e a s o n " ,  is not e x t e n d e d  to o ther s e r v i c e s  

for sen i o r  c i t i z e n s  t r a v e l i n g  a b o a r d  v e s s e l s ,  an d  o lder p e r s o n s  pay full 

:osts of lodging; a n d

W H E R E A S  m a n y  se n i or  c i t i z e n s  find it d i f f i c u l t  to use v e s s e l s  of the 

narine h i g h w a y  s y s t e m  b e c a u s e  of the u n a v a i l a b i l i t y  and h i g h  cost of 

lodging;

BE I T  R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t s  

the G o v e r n o r  to d i r e c t  the d i v i s i o n  of m a r i n e  h i g h w a y s  to e x t e n d  free p a s­

sage to s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  d u r i n g  every m o n t h  of the year to p e r m i t  t h e m  to 

travel b e t w e e n  A l a s k a n  ports o n  a s p a c e - a v a i l a b l e  b asis and to i n v e s t i g a t e
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ie p o s s i b i l i t y  of m a k i n g  s t a t e r o o m s  ab o a r d s tate f e r r i e s  a v a i l a b l e  at a 

3d u c e d  r a t e  to senior citizens w h e n  t r a v e l i n g  b e t w e e n  A l a s k a n  p o r t s .
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