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IN TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A BILL

'or a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  m e d i c a l  b e n e­

fits."

IE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 23. 3 0 . 0 95 ( a )  is amen d e d  to read:

(a) The e m p l o y e r  s h a l l  furnish m e d i c a l ,  surgical, and o ther a t t e n­

d a n c e  or t r e a t m e n t ,  n u r s e  an d  h o s pi t a l  service, m e d i c i n e ,  cru t c h e s,  an d  

a p p a r a t u s  for the period w h i c h  the n a t u r e  of the i n j u r y  or the p r o c e s s  

of r e c o v e r y  r e q u i r e s  [, N O T  E X C E E D I N G  T W O  Y E A R S  FROM A N D  A F T ER  T H E  D ATE

O F  I N J U R Y  T O  T H E  EMPLOYEE. HOWEV E R ,  IF THE C O N D I T I O N  R E Q U I R I N G  T H E

T R E A T M E N T ,  A P P A R A T U S ,  O R  M E D I C I N E  IS A L A T E N T  ONE, TH E  T W O - Y E A R  P E R I O D  

R U N S  F R O M  T H E  TIM E  THE E M P L O Y E E  HAS K N O W L E D G E  O F  TH E N A T U R E  OF HIS D I S­

A B I L I T Y  A N D  I T S  R E L A T I O N S H I P  TO HIS E M P L O Y M E N T  A N D  A F T E R - D I S A B L E M E N T .

IT S H A L L  BE A D D I T I O N A L L Y  P R O V I D E D  T H A T ,  IF C O N T I N U E D  T R E A T M E N T  OR C A R E  

O R  B OTH B E Y O N D  TH E  T W O - Y E A R  P E R I O D  IS INDICATED, T H E  I N J U R E D  E M P L O Y E E  

H A S  TH E  R I G H T  OF R E V I E W  BY THE BOARD. T H E  B O A R D  M A Y  A U T H O R I Z E  C O N T I N U E D  

T R E A T M E N T  O R  CAR E  OR B O T H  AS THE P R O C E S S  OF R E C O V E R Y  MA Y R E Q U I R E ] . W h e n  

m e d i c a l  care is r e q u i r ed ,  the i n j u r e d  e m p l o y e e  m a y  de s i g n a t e  a l i c e n s e d  

p h y s i c i a n  i n s i d e  the s t a t e  to r e n d e r  the care e xc e p t  in cases where, in 

the judgment of the b o a r d ,  care or t r e a t m e n t  or bot h can bes t  be a d m i n i s­

tered by the s e l e c t i o n  of a n o t h e r  p h y s i c i a n .  U p o n  p r o c u r i n g  the s e r­

vices of a physician, the injured e m p l o y e e  s hall give pr o p e r  n o t i f i c a t i o n  

of his sel e c t i o n  to the em p l o y e r  w i t h i n  a r e a s o n a b l e  time a f t e r  f i r s t  

being treated. If for a n y  re a so n  d u r i n g  the p e r i o d  w hen m e d i c a l  car e  is 

r e q u i r e d  the employee wishes to c ha n g e  to a n o t h e r  p h y s ic i a n ,  he m a y  do
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