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In t r o d u c ed :  2./16/8?.
R e ferred: R e s o u r c e s  a n d

F i n a n c e

TH E  H O U S E  B Y  ADAMS

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 8 6 4  

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

>r an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act p r o v i d i n g  fo r  o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  A r c t i c  R e s e a r c h

L a b o r a t o r y  b y  the A r c t i c  R e s e a r c h  L a b o r a t o r y  O p e r a t i n g  

A u t h o r i t y !  and p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

J IT E N A C T E D  B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. PURPOSE. T h e  p u r p o s e  of t hi s  A c t  is to e s t a b l i s h  a n  oper a t -  

ig a u t h o r i t y  to receive f r o m  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

or p l a n n i n g ,  m a n a g e m e n t ,  and c o n t r o l  of t h e  N a v a l  A r c t i c  R e s e a r c h  L a b o r a t o r y  

t Point B a r r o w .  Th e  d e g r e e  of c o n t r o l  r e c e i v e d  by the o p e r a t i n g  a u t h o r i t y  

epends o n  f e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  a d d r e s s i n g  the d i s p o s i t i o n  of the N a v a l  A r c t i c  

esearch L a b o r a t o r y  f a c i l i t i e s  s i n c e  d e a c t i v a t i o n  by the N a v y  in 1980. This 

ct is i n t e n d e d  to a l l o w  the o p e r a t i n g  a u t h o r i t y  the f l e x i b i l i t y  of e x e r c i s -  

ng c o m p l e t e  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  or p a r t i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the p l a n n i n g  and 

a n a g e m e n t  o f  the N av a l  A r c t i c  R e s e a r c h  L a b o r a t o r y  f a c i l i t i e s  and p r o g r a m s  

oramensurate w i t h  s t a te  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t .

* Sec. 2. AS 14 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  chap t e r  t o  read:

C H A P T E R  54. A R C T I C  R E S E A R C H  L A B O R A T O R Y  O P E R A T I N G  A U T H O R I T Y .

A R T I C L E  1. E S T A B L I S H M E N T  A N D  O R G A N I Z A T I O N .

Sec. 1 4.54.010. A R C T I C  RESEARCH LABORATORY OPERATING AUTHORITY. 

The Arctic Research Laboratory Operating Authority is established. The 

authority is a public corporation of the state. T h e  authority is an 

instrumentality of the state in the Department of Administration but has 

a legal existence independent of and separate from the 3tate and has 

continuing succession until its existence is terminated by law.

Sec. 14.54.020. DIRECTORS. (a) T h e  a u t h o r i t y  c o n s i s t s  of the
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f o l l o w i n g  t h r e e  d i r e c t o r s :  one d i r e c t o r  a p p o i n t e d  by the g o v e r n o r ;  one

d i r e c t o r  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  m a y o r  of the N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h ,  a n d  one 

d i r e c t o r  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  of the U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a .  The 

d i r e c t o r s  s e r v e  at th e  p l e a s u r e  of the r e s p e c t i v e  a p p o i n t i n g  a u t h o r i t y .

(b) T h e  d i r e c t o r s  s e r v e  for f o u r - y e a r  te r m s . E a c h  d i r e c t o r  h o l d s  

of f i c e  for the t e r m  o f  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  a n d  u n t i l  h i s  s u c c e s s o r  is 

a p p o i n t e d  a n d  q u a l i f i e s .  A d i r e c t o r  is q u a l i f i e d  for r e a p p o i n t m e n t .  A

vacancy in a d i r e c t o r s h i p  o c c u r r i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  by e x p i r a t i o n  of t erm 

shall b e  f i l l e d  in the s a m e  m a n n e r  as the o r i g i n a l  a p p o i n t m e n t  b u t  o n l y  

for the u n e x p i r e d  t e r m .

(c) T h e  d i r e c t o r s  m u s t  b e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  the s t a t e  a n d  q u a l i f i e d  

voters f o r  a t h r e e - y e a r  p e r i o d  i m m e d i a t e l y  b e f o r e  a p p o i n t m e n t .  The 

d i r e c t o r s  m u s t  be s c i e n t i s t s  or e n g i n e e r s  w i t h  e x t e n s i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  in 

a r c t i c  b a s i c  or a p p l i e d  s c i e n c e .  Each d i r e c t o r  b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  u p o n  h i s  

d u t i es  s h a l l  take a n d  s u b s c r i b e  to an o a t h  to p e r f o r m  th e  d u t i e s  of hi3 

o f f i c e  f a i t h f u l l y ,  i m p a r t i a l l y ,  an d j u s t l y  to the b e s t  of h i s  a b il i t y .

A r e c o r d  of the o a t h  s h a l l  be fi l e d  w i t h  t h e  O f f i c e  of the G o v e r n o r .

(d) T h e  d i r e c t o r s  of the a u t h o r i t y  s e r v e  w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  b u t  

are e n t i t l e d  to t r a v e l  a n d  pe r d i e m  e x p e n s e s  as p r o v i d e d  in AS 3 9 . 2 0. -  

180.

Sec . 1 4 . 5 4 . 0 3 0 .  O F F I C E R S  A N D  Q U O R U M .  Th e  d i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  e l e c t  

one o f  t h e i r  n u m b e r  a s  c h a i r m a n .  Th e  d i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  e l e c t  or a p p o i n t  a 

s e c r e t a r y  and a t r e a s u r e r  w h o  n e e d  not  b e  d i r e c t o r s ,  a n d  the s a m e  p e r s o n  

ma y  b e  e l e c t e d  to s e r v e  b o t h  as s e c r e t a r y  a n d  t r e a s u r e r .  T h e  p o w e r s  of 

the a u t h o r i t y  a r e  v e s t e d  in the d i r e c t o r s ,  a n d  two d i r e c t o r s  c o n s t i t u t e  

a q u o r u m .  A c t i o n  m a y  b e  t a k e n  and m o t i o n s  and r e s o l u t i o n s  a d o p t e d  b y  

the a u t h o r i t y  at a n y  m e e t i n g  b y  the a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  at l e a s t  two 

d i r e c t o r s .  A v a c a n c y  in the d i r e c t o r s h i p  of the a u t h o r i t y  does not 

i m p a i r  the r i g h t  o f  a q u o r u m  to e x e r c i s e  a l l  the p o w e r s  a n d  p e r f o r m  all
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the duties of the authority.

Sec. 14.5 4 . 04 0 .  STAFF. The auth o r i t y  m a y  contract w i t h  a r e s ea r c h  

foundation to manage the l a b o r a t o r y  f acilities and p r o g r a m s  us d i r e c t e d  

b y  the a u t h o r i t y  or the a u t h o r i t y  may e m p l o y  an e x e c ut i v e  director who 

s e r v e s  at the p l e a s u r e  of the a u t h o r i t y  as its chief a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

o f f i c e r .  Th e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  may, with the approval of the a uthority, 

s e l e c t  a n d  e mp l o y  a d d i t i o n a l  s t a f f  as ne cessary. E m p l o y e e s  of the 

a u t h o r i t y  are in the exe m p t  service. In a d d i t i o n  to its staff of regular 

e m p l o y e e s ,  the a u t h o r i t y  may co n t r a c t  for a n d  engage the services of 

c o n s u l t a n t s ,  pr o f e ss i o n a l s ,  technicians, a n d  financial a d v isors the 

a u t h o r i t y  co n siders n e c e s s a r y  for the p u r p o s e  of e x e r c i s i n g  its powers 

a n d  duties.

A R T I C L E  2. PO W E R S A N D  DUTIES.

Sec. 14.54.050. POWERS OF AUTHORITY. In a d d i t i o n  to other powers 

g r a n t e d  in this chapter, the a u t h o r i t y  may

(1) sue a n d  be suedi

(2) a d o p t  and a l t e r a n  official seal;

(3) make and e n f o r c e  bylaws a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  for the conduct 

o f  its b u s i n e s s  a n d  for the use of its services a n d  facilities;

(4) m a i n t a i n  offi c e s  at any p l a c e  in the state;

(5) a c q uire, hold, use and d i s p o s e  of its income, revenues, 

f unds a n d  money;

(6) ac q uire, hold, use, lease, rent, c o n s t r u c t  and dispose of 

r ea l  a n d  p e r sonal p r o p e r t y  for its p u r poses;

(7) do a l l  a c t s  a n d  t h i n g s  n e c e s s a r y ,  c o n v e n i e n t  or d e s i r a b l e  

to c a r r y  o u t  the p o w e r s  e x p r e s s l y  g r a n t e d  or  n e c e s s a r i l y  i m p l i e d  i n  this 

c h a p t e r  a n d  to f u r t h e r  the p u r p o s e s  of the A r c t i c  R e s e a r c h  L a b o r a t o r y  

s e t  o u t  i n  AS 1 4 . 5 4 . 0 6 0  a n d  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  of the a u t h o r i t y  se t  o u t  i n  

A S  1 4 . 5 4 . 0 7 0 .
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Sec. 14.54.060. P UR P O S E S  OF A R C T I C  R E S E A R C H  LA B O R A T O R Y .  T h e  

Ar c t i c  R e s e a rc h  L a b o r a t o r y  at Point B a r r o w  serves as a ce nt e r  for 

a p p l i e d  and b a s i c  arctic research. T h e  p u r p o s e s  of the l a b o r a t o r y  

i n c l u de  but are not limited to

(1) the d e v e lo p m e n t  of r e l e v a n t  s c i e n t i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  the 

ar c t i c  e n v i ronment!

(2) the use  of a p p l i e d r e s e a r c h  to

(A) examine methods of m a i n t a i n i n g  and i m p r o v i n g  the 

quality of life of the citizens of the a r c t i c  region, such as 

methods for improving p hy s i c a l  h e a l t h ,  f o s t e r i n g  e c o n o m i c  s t a b i l­

ity, i m p r o v i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  services, d e v e l o p i n g  a r c t i c  

fisheries, and m a n a g i n g  arctic w i l d l i f e  and w i l d l i f e  ha b i t a t ;

(B) deal w i t h  the u n i q u e  p r o b l e m s  the ar c t i c  p r e s e n t s  in 

pr o v i d i n g  pub l i c  services!

(C) m i n i m i z e  the e ff e c t  of r e s o u r c e  d e v e l o p m e n t  on the 

e n v i r o n m e n t  and the c u l t u r e  of the Na t iv e  people;

(D) assess the impact of oil and gas e x p l o r a t i o n ,  d e­

velopment, and t r a n s p o r t a ti o n  o n  the a rc t i c  e n v i r o n m e n t ;

(E) develop a d v a n c e d  d e s i g n  t e c h n o l o g i e s,  o p e r a t i o n a l  

practi ci e s ,  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s te m s  to i m p r o v e  the e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

safety a n d  e f f i c i e nc y  of oil a n d  gas e x p l o r a t i o n  and p r o d u c t i o n  in 

the arctic, inc lu d i n g  o f f s ho r e  a c t i vi t i e s ;

(F) e n l a r g e  k n o w l e d g e  of a r c t i c  ice c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  

develop p r a c t i c a l  a n d  e f f i c i e n t  m e a n s  of d e a l i n g  w i t h  h a z a r d s  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  r e s o u r c e  d e v e l o p m e n t  in A l a s k a ' s  arctic.

Sec. 1 4 . 5 4 . 0 7 0 .  F U N C T I O N S  O F  A U T H O R I T Y .  Th e  a u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  

p e r f o r m  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f u n c t i o n s  i n  f u r t h e r a n c e  of the p u r p o s e s  o f  the 

A r c t i c  R e s e a r c h  L a b o r a t o r y :

(1) d e v e l o p  a p o l i c y  f o r  g u i d i n g  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  i d e n t i f i e s
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areas where additional basic or applied research is needed and determine 

the order of priority of those research needs;

(2) develop a plan consistent with (1) of this section that

consolidates the laboratory facilities, eliminates buildings not needed 

for the program's present and future needs, determines the capital 

expenditures needed to upgrade the remaining buildings to improve the 

cost effectiveness of operating the laboratory facilities, and submit 

budget requests through the Department of Administration to accomplish 

the objectives of this paragraph;

(3) formulate, on a yearly basis, a long-range plan to imple­

ment (1) of this sections

(4) establish its own research organizations

(5) serve as a clearinghouse for the consolidation of r e­

search and engineering projects from various institutions and indus­

tries s

(6) coordinate with all other parties with significant arctic 

research interests or p r o g r a m s ;

(7) organize and maintain research data in readily retriev­

able form that will be useful to the field of polar science and to the

industrial, engineering, and educational communities by, among other 

means, establishment of

(A) a major arctic reference library and archives of 

reports and papers from all projects conducted at the laboratory; 

and

(B) c o m p u t e r  a n d  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  f o r  p r o ­

ce s s i n g ,  storage, a n d  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of r e s e a r c h  i n f o r m a t i o n s

(8) c o n t r i b u t e  to the e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g  of y o u n g  p e o p l e

a n d  a du l t s  of the l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  o f  s t u d e n t s  and s c h o l a r s  v i s i t i n g  

the l a b o r a t o r y ;
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(9) provide logist:ic support, housing, meals, information, 

advice, and other kinds of assistance to visiting scientists and engi­

neers, and encourage the use of the facilities by scientists, engineers, 

and educators from federal, state, and local agencies as well as foreign 

countries, Native o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and p r i v a t e  industry?

(10) e s t a b l i s h  the a m o u n t  of fees to b e  c h a r g e d  for s e r v i c e s  

p r o v i d e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  (9) of this s e c t i o n ,  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e­

ductions for u n i v e r s i t y  p e r s o n n e l ,  arctic r e s i d e n t s ,  a n d  p a r t i c i p a n t s  in 

m e r i t o r i o u s  p r o j e c t s  t hat o t h e r w i s e  w o u l d  be p r e c l u d e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  if 

the p r o j e c t  h a s  a h i g h  p r i o r i t y  in the o p e r a t i n g  a u t h o r i t y ' s  l o n g - r a n g e  

plan j

(11) d e v e l o p  a n d  s u b m i t  an an n u a l b u d g e t  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

Sec. 1 4 . 5 4 . 0 8 0 .  A D V I S O R Y  C O M M I S S I O N .  (a) T h e  Ar ct i c  R e s e a r c h  

L a b o r a t o r y  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i s s i o n  is e s t a b l i s h e d .

(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  c o n s i s t s  of 15 m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  by the a u t h o r­

ity to o f f e r  g u i d a n c e  to the a u t h o r i t y  in p e r f o r m i n g  its f u n c t i o n s  under 

AS 1 4 . 5 4 . 0 7 0 .

(c) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  m e m b e r s  shall r e p r e s e n t  the b r e a d t h  of in­

terests, fiel d s , p r o g r a m s ,  a g e n ci e s ,  an d  i n d u s t r i e s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  the 

arctic e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  p e o p l e s .

(d) M e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  serve w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  but are 

e n t i t l e d  to tra v e l  a n d  p e r  d i e m  e xp e n s e s  as p r o v i d e d  in AS 3 9.20.180.

Sec. 1 4 . 5 4 . 90 0 .  DEFINITION. In this c h a p t e r  " a u t h o r i t y "  m e a n s  the 

Ar c t i c  R e s e a r c h  L a b o r a t o r y  O p e r a t i n g  A u t h o r i t y .

* Sec. 3. A S  3 7.25 is a m m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 3 7 . 2 5 . 0 3 2 .  A P P R O P R I A T I O N S  FOR A R C T I C  R E S E A R C H  L A B O R A T O R Y  

O P E R A T I N G  A U T H O R I T Y .  (a) U n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p r o v i d e d  in the 

a p p r o p r i a t i o n ,  an a p p r o p r i a t i o n  for a r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  c o n d u c t e d  or
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s p o n s o r e d  by the A r c t i c  R e s e a r c h  L a b o r a t o r y  O p e r a t i n g  A u t h o r i t y  u nder 

AS 1 4 . 5 4  is v a l id  for the d u r a t i o n  of the proj e c t  and the u n e x p e n d e d  

b a l a n c e  for the proj e c t  s hall be carr i e d  forw a rd  to s u b s e q u e n t  fiscal 

y e a r s .

(b) B e t w e e n  J u l y  1 a n d  A u g u s t  31 of each year, a st a t e m e n t  i n d i­

c a t i n g  the a m o u n t  of the u n e x p e n d e d  b a l a n c e of an a p p r o p r i a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  

to c o m p l e t e  the r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  for w h i c h  the a p p r o p r i a t i o n  was made 

a n d  the a m o u n t  of the u n e x p e n d e d  b a l a nc e  that may be la p s e d  shall be 

f i l e d  by the Arctic R e s e a r c h  L a b o r a t o r y  O p e r a t i n g  A u t h o r i t y  w i t h  the 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

* Sec. 4. T R A N S F E R  OF A S S E T S  F ROM FEDE RA L  G OVERNMENT. (a) O p e r a t i o n  of 

:he N a v a l  A r c t i c  R e s e a r c h  L a b o r a t o r y  b y  the A r c t i c  R e s e a r c h  L a b o r a t o r y  O p e r a t  

,ng A u t h o r i t y  u n d e r  AS 1 4 . 5 4  e n a c t e d  in sec. 2 of this Act may begin

(1) o n l y  after the a u t h o r i t y  has a c q u i r e d  title to suffi c i e n t  

issets of the N a v a l  Arc t i c  R e s e a r c h  L a b o r a t o r y  from the U n i t e d  St a t es  Depart- 

nant o f  Defense, the U n i t e d  St a t e s  Navy, a n d  the Bu r e a u  of L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  of 

the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  of the I n t er i o r  to enable the a u t h o r i t y  to 

operate the l a b o r a t o r y  as set out i n  AS 14.54; or

(2) a f t e r the a u t h o r i t y  has e n t e r e d  into a c o n t r a c t  wit h  the 

f e d e r al  g o v e r n m e n t  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in the o p e r a t i o n  and cont r o l  of the l a b o r a­

tory f a c i l i t i e s  r e ga r d l e s s  of w h e t h e r  title to the assets of the l a b o r a t or y  

f a c i l i t y  are a c t u a l l y  t r a n s f e r r e d  to the auth o r i t y .

(b) On the ef f e c t i v e  date of this Act the Arctic R e s e a r c h  L a b o r a t o r y  

O p e r a t i n g  A u t h o r i t y  may b e g i n  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  the U n i t e d  S ta t e s  D e p a r t m e nt  

of D e f e n s e ,  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Navy, and the B u r e a u  of L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  of the 

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e nt  of the I n t erior to a c q u i r e  title to the assets of 

the N a v a l  A r c t i c  R e s e a r c h  L ab o r a t o r y .

* Sec. 5. A P P O I N T M E N T  O F  F IRST DIR E C TO R S  OF ARCTIC R E S E A R C H  L A B O R A T O R Y  

O P E R A T I N G  A U T H O R I T Y .  Th e  terms of the di r e c t o rs  of the A r c t i c  R e s e a r c h
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L a b o r a t o r y  O p e r a t i n g  A u t h o r i t y  first a p p o i n t e d  u nder AS 14. 5 4. 0 2 0  are as 

f o l l o w s :

(1) the d ir e c t o r  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the g o v e r no r  shall serve for four

y e a r s ;

(2) the d i rector a p p o i n t e d  by the mayor of the N o r t h  Slope B o r o u g h  

shall serve for t hree years; a n d

(3) the d i r ector a p p o i n t e d  b y  the p r e s i d e n t  of the U n i v e r s i t y  of

Al a s k a  shall serve for two years.

* Sec. 6. T h i s  Act takes effect i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . -

070(c) .
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