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Introduced: 2/16/82 
Referred: H e a l t h ,Education & 
Social Services, Judiciary and 
Finance

IN THE HOUSE BY CARNEY

H O U S E  BILL NO. 850 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A BIL L

For an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to the l i c e n s i n g  of clinical social

w o r k e r s i  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  da t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 08 Is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  87. C L I N I C A L  S O C I A L  W O R K E R S .

A R T I C L E  1. B O A R D  O F  C L I N I C A L  S O C I A L  W O R K E R  E X A M I N E R S .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 1 0 .  B O A R D  OF C L I N I C A L  S O C I A L  W O R K E R  E X A M I N E R S .  (a) 

T h e r e  is c r e a t e d  a B o a r d  of C l i n i c a l  S o c i a l  W o r k e r  E x a m i n e r s .

(b) T h e  b o a r d  c o n s i s t s  of f ive m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the g o v e r n o r .
|

| T h r e e  o f  the b o a r d  m e m b e r s  shall be c l i n i c a l  so c i a l  w o r k e r s  e l i g i b l e  for 

l i c e n s i n g  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r .  All b o a r d  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  be c i t i z e n s  of 

the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and r e s i d e n t s  of the state.

(c) T h e  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  s erve at the p l e a s u r e  of the g o v e r n o r  for 

f i v e - y e a r  term3. E ach b o a r d  m e m b e r  shall h o l d  o f f i c e  for the ter m of 

his a p p o i n t m e n t  a n d  u n t i l  h is  s u c c e s s o r  is a p p o i n t e d  an d  q ua l i f i e d .  A 

b o a r d  m e m b e r  is q u a l i f i e d  for r e a p p o i n t m e n t .  A v a c a n c y  on the b o a r d  

shall be filled in the s a m e  m a n n e r  as the o r i g i n a l  a p p o i n t m e n t  but o n l y  

for t h e  u n e x p i r e d  term.

(d) B o a r d  members serve w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  b u t  ar e  e n t i t l e d  to 

travel and per diem expenses as provided in AS 3 9 . 2 0 . 1 8 0 .

Sec. 08.87.020. DUTIES OF THE BOARD. The board shall

(1) adopt regulations in accordance with the Administrative 

Procedure Act (AS 44.62) to administer and carry ou t  the provisions of 

this chapter!
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(2) est a b l i s h  a code of professional ethics b a s e d  on n a t i o n­

ally accepted standards in social work;

(3) establish, in consultation w i t h  the department, a p p l i c a­

tion fees, e x a m i n a t i o n  fees, credential r e v i e w  fees, out - o f- s t a t e  e n­

dorsement fees, initial license fees, and biennial renewal fees;

(4) conduct h e a r i n g s  and keep records and minu t es  n e c e s s a r y  

for c a r rying out the p u r p o s e  of this chapter in an o r d e r l y  manner;

(5) prepare a n d  administer an examination;

(6) a n n u a l l y  publ is h  a list of the names and addresses of all 

persons l i c e n s e d  under this chapter.

ARTICLE 2. L I C E N S U R E  AND PRACTICE.

Sec. 08.87.030. L I C E N S U R E  AS CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKER. A p e r s o n  is 

eligible for licensure as a clinical social worker if the p e rs o n

(1) is in g o o d  professional standing;

(2) holds a m a s t e r 's  or doctoral degree in social wor k  fr o m  a 

graduate school of so c i a l  work accredited or r e c o g n i z e d  by the Council 

on Social W o r k  Education;

(3) has ha d  two years or 3,000 hours of p o s t - m a s te r ' s  degree 

supervised clinical s o c i a l  work practice under s u p e r v i s i o n  as deter m i n e d 

to be a p p r o p r i a t e  by the board in review of the applic a n t ' s  q u a l i f i c a­

tions ;

(4) has p a s s e d  an examination prepared b y  the board; and

(5) p r o v id e s  three references acce p t a b l e to the board.

Sec. 08.87.040. S COPE OF PRACTICE OF CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKER. A

clinical social w o r k e r  may provide direct diagnostic, preventative, 

p s y c h o t h e r a pe u t i c ,  a n d  treatment services to individuals, families, and 

groups w h o s e  f u n c t i o n i n g  is th reatened or affected by social and p s y c h o­

logical stress or h e a l t h  impairment.

Sec. 08.87.050. LIC E N S UR E  BY ENDORSEMENT. A person wh o  is



l i c e n s e d  as a s o c i a l  w o r k e r  by an a u t h o r i t y  other than the s t a t e  may be 

l i c e n s e d  as a c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  in the state if the b o a r d  d e t e r­

mi n e s  that the p e r s o n ' s  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for the o u t - o f - s t a t e  lice n s e or 

c e r t i f i c a t e  at the time t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  was licensed are s i m i l a r  to the 

r e q u i r e m e n t s  of AS 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 3 0  or the N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  of Social 

W o r k e r s .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 6 0 .  D E N I A L ,  S U S P E N S I O N ,  OR  R E V O C A T I O N  OF LICENSE. T h e  

b o a r d  m a y  deny, suspend, or r e v o k e  the license of a p e r s o n  who

(1) ha s  o b t a i n e d  or a t t e m p t e d  to o bt a i n  a l i c e n s e  to p r a ct i c e

u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  by f r a u d  or deceit;

(2) h a s b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  o f  a fe l on y  i n v o l v i n g  m o r a l  turpitude;

(3) is h a b i t u a l l y  i n t o x i c a t e d  or is a d d i c t e d  to the use of 

d e p r e s s a n t ,  h a l l u c i n o g e n i c ,  n a r c o t i c ,  or sti m u l a n t drugs;

(4) is f o u n d  b y  the b o a r d  to h ave bee n n e g l i g e n t ,  r e s u l t i n g

in  serious i n j u r y  to a client;

(5) h a s  w i l f u l l y  or r e p e a t e d l y  v i o l a t e d  a p r o v i s i o n  of this

c h a p t e r .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 7 0 .  E X P I R A T I O N  AND R E N E W A L  OF L I C E N S E .  A license 

is s u e d  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  expir e s  two years after it is is s u e d  u n l e s s  

the b o a r d  e s t a b l i s h e s  a b i e n n i a l  date w h e n  all l i c e n s e s  issued un d e r  

this c h a p t e r  expire. A lice n s e  m a y  be renewed by m a k i n g  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  

for r e n e w a l  to the b o a r d  and by m e e t i n g  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of this c h a p­

ter .

Sec. 08.87.075. PROBATIONARY PRACTICE FOR NEW EMPLOYEE. A p e r s o n  

exempt from the licensing provisions of this chapter under AS 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 1 0  

may practice for a period not to exceed six months under the d i r e c t  

supervision of a clinical social worker licensed under this chapter. As 

used in this section, direct supervision includes at l e a s t  one h o u r  a 

week o f  personal consultation with a supervisor who is licensed as a
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clinical, so c i a l w o r k e r  u n d e r  this c h a p te r .  If g e o g r a p h i c a l  d i s t a n c e  

p r e c l u d e s  p e r s o n a l  w e e k l y  c o n s u l t a t i o n  b e t w e e n  a p e r s o n  and hi s  s u p e r­

visor, s u p e r v i s i o n  m a y  be m a i n t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  w e e k l y  w r i t t e n  or t e l e p h o n e  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  as p r e s c r i b e d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n  of the b o a r d .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 8 0 .  P R I V I L E G E D  C O M M U N I C A T I O N .  A clinical s o c i a l  

w o r k e r  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  m a y  not d i s c l o s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a c q u i r e d  

f r o m  a c l i e n t  if t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  to e n a b l e  the c l i n i c a l  

social w o r k e r  to r e n d e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  to the client, e x c e p t

(1) w i t h  the w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  of the c l i e n t ,  the c l i e n t ' s  

p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  or o t h e r  p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  to sue on b e h a l f  of 

the c l i e n t ,  or t h e  b e n e f i c i a r y  of an i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c y  on the c l i e n t ' s  

life, h e a l t h ,  or p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n ;

(2) t h a t  a clini c a l  so c i a l  w o r k e r  l i c e n s e d  u nder this c h a p t e r  

is not r e q u i r e d  t o  treat as c o n f i d e n t i a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  that r e v e a l  the 

c o n t e m p l a t i o n  or e x e c u t i o n  of a c r i me  or h a r m f u l  act;

(3) w h e n  the c l i e n t  is a m i n o r  u n d e r  18 y e a r s  of age a n d  the 

i n f o r m a t i o n  a c q u i r e d  by the c l i n i c a l  social w o r k e r  i n dicates t h a t  the 

m i n o r  wa s  the v i c t i m  of a c r i m e  or h a r m f u l  act, the clinical s o c i a l  

w o r k e r  m a y  t e s t i f y  at an e x a m i n a t i o n ,  trial, or  o t h e r  p r o c e e d i n g  in 

w h i c h  th e  c o m m i s s i o n  of the c r i m e  or h a r m f u l  a c t  is the s u b j e c t  o f  the 

i n q u i r y ;

(4) w h e n  the c l i e n t  c o m m e n c e s  a l e g a l  p r o c e e d i n g  a g a i n s t  the 

c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r .

A R T I C L E  3. P R O H I B I T I O N S  A N D  P E N A L T I E S .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 9 0 .  L I C E N S E  R E Q U I R E D .  A p e r s o n  m a y  not e n g a g e  in the 

p r a c t i c e  of c l i n i c a l  social w o r k  u n l e s s  the p e r s o n  is l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  

this c h a p t e r  or is exempt f r o m  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of this c h a p t e r  u n d e r  

AS 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 1 0 .

Sec .  0 8 . 8 7 . 1 0 0 .  V I O L A T I O N S .  It is u n l a w f u l  for a p e r s o n  to
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(1) f r a u d u l e n t l y  o b t a i n  or f u r n i s h  a license, l i c e n s e  r e n ewal, 

or record r e q u i r e d  b y  thi s  ch a p t e r ;

(2) aid an d  a b e t  a p e r s o n  not l i c e n e d  un d e r  this chapter;

(3) use the t i t l e  " c l i n i c a l  soc i a l  w o r k e r "  or a title or 

d e s i g n a t i o n  i n d i c a t i n g  or t e n d i n g  to i n d i c a t e  that the p e r s o n  is a 

c l i nical s o c i a l  work e r ,  if the p e r s o n  is no t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  this c h a p­

ter; or

(4) w i l f u l l y  v i o l a t e  a p r o v i s i o n  of this ch a p t e r .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 .1 1 0 .  E X E M P T I O N S .  The f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  are e x e m p t  from 

the l i c e n s i n g  p r o v i s i o n s  of t his chapter:

(1) a q u a l i f i e d  m e m b e r  of a n o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n  if he does not 

h o l d  h i m s e l f  out to the p u b l i c  b y  title or d e s c r i p t i o n  of s e r v i c e  as 

b e i n g  e n g a g e d  in c l i n i c a l  so c i a l  w o r k  p r a c t i c e ;

(2) a p e r s o n  n e w l y  e m p l o y e d  o n  p r o b a t i o n a r y  status as a 

clinical s o c i a l  work er .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 2 0 .  P U N I S H M E N T  FOR M I S D E M E A N O R .  A p e r s o n  wh o  v i o l a t e s  

a p r o v i s i o n  of this c h a p t e r  is guilty of a class A m i s d e m e a n o r .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 3 0 .  E Q U I T A B L E  RELIEF. T h e  board m a y  b r i n g  an a c t i o n  

in the s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  to e n j o i n  or r e s t r a i n  a v i o l a t i o n  of the p r o v i­

sions of t his chapt e r .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7. 1 4 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In this chapter

(1) " b o a r d "  m e a n s  the Board of C l i n i c a l  S o c i a l  W o r k e r  E x a m i­

ners ;

(2) " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  and E c o n o m i c 

Development;
U

(3) "psychotherapeutic" mean3 the use of psychosocial and 

social methods within a professional relationship to assist a person or 

persons to achieve a better psychosocial adaptation; forms of psycho­

therapy include but are not restricted to individual psychotherapy,
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c o n j o i n t  ma r i t a l  therapy, f a m i l y  therapy, and g roup p s y c h o t h e r a p y .

* Sec. 2. AS 0 8 . 0 1 . 0 1 0  is a m e nd e d  by ad d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h to read:

(24) B oa r d  of C l i nical Social Worker Examiners.

* Sec. 3. AS 0 8 . 0 3.010(c) is amended by adding a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(21) B o a r d  of C l i n i c a l  Social Worker E x a m i n e r s  (AS 0 8 .87.010) 

-- J u n e  30, 1986.

* Sec. 4. A P P O I N T M E N T  OF F I R S T  MEMBERS OF BOARD OF C L I N I C A L  S O C I A L  W O R K E R  

EXAMINERS. (a) The g o vernor shall desi g n a t e  the terms of the m e m b e r s  of the 

Board of C l i n ic a l  Social W o r k e r  Ex a m i n e r s  first a p p o i n t e d  under AS 08.87.010.

(b) Of the two members w h o  are not licensed or eligible to be l i c e n s e d  

as c l i n i c a l  social w o r k e r s

(1) one shall serve a term of one year; and

(2) one shall serve a ter m  of two years.

(c) Of the three b oard m e m b e r s first a p p o i n t e d  who are l i c e n s e d  or 

e l i g ib l e  to be l ic e n s e d  as clinical social workers

(1) one shall serve a term  of three years;

(2) one shall serve a ter m  of four year3; and

(3) one shall serve a term of five years.

* Sec. 5. T E M P O R A R Y  E X E M P T I O N  FROM E X A M I N A T I O N  REQUIREMENTS. A p e r s o n  

who is, or is e l i g i b l e  to be, r e g i s t e r e d  b y  the r e g i s t e r  of c l i n i c a l  social 

w o r k e r s  of the N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  of Social W o r k e r s  is c o n s i d e r e d  by the 

B oard of C l i n i c a l  Social W o r k e r  Examiners as m e e t i n g  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  for a 

l i c e n s e d  c l i nical social worker and shall be issued a license u n d e r  this Act. 

Thi s p r o v i s i o n  is e f f e c t i v e  u n t i l  one y e a r  after the e f f e ct i v e  d at e  of this 

Act. T h e r e a f t e r ,  all n e w  a pp l i c a n t s  for a license must meet the l i c e n s i n g  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  of AS 08.87.

* Sec. 6. T his Act takes ef f e c t  J u l y  1, 1982.
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