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Introd uc e d :  2 / 1 6 / 32
Re f e r r e d : H e a l t h ,E d u c a t i o n  &
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  a n d  F i n an c e

BY H A U G E N , C A T O , F U L L E R  
IN T H E  H O US E  A N D  M A L O N E

HOUSE BIL L  NO. 844 

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A BIL L

For an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to the f i n a n c i n g  of r u r a l  h e a l t h

f a c i l i t y  i m p r o v e m e n t s  and m a i n t e n a n c e .

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. F I ND I N G S  AN D  PURPOSE. T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  finds a n d  d e c l a r e s  

t hat rural h e a l t h  f a c i l i t i e s  c o n s t i t u t e  an i n t e g r a l  par t  of the h e a l t h  s e r ­

vic e s  of the state. T h e  p u r p o s e  of this Act is to a s s i s t  those rural h e a l t h  

f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  are u n a b l e  to secure r e a s o n a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  m e a n s  of f i n a n c­

ing to se c u r e  the c a p i t a l  n e c e s s a r y  to i m p r o v e  and m a i n t a i n  t heir p h y s i c a l  

p l a n t s  so that those h e a l t h  f acilities c a n  c o n t i n u e  to p r o v i d e  q u a l i t y  h e a l t h  

c a r e .

* Sec. 2. AS 18.25 is amen d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  5. F I N ANCING OF R U R A L  H E A L T H  F A C I L I T Y  

I M P R O V E M E N T S  A N D  M A I N T E N A N C E .

Sec. 18.25.130. R U R A L  H E A L T H  F A C I L I T Y  I M P R O V E M E N T S  A N D  M A I N T E N A N C E  

FUND. T h e r e  is c r e a t e d  a rural h e a l t h  f a c i l i t y  i m p r o v e m e n t s  and m a i n t e­

nance fun d  in the Depa r tm e n t  of H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i ce s .  M o n e y  

a p p r o p r i a t e d  to the fund shall be u s e d  for gr a n t s to r u r a l  h e a l t h  f a c i l­

ities in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 1 8 .25.140.

Sec. 18.25.140. GRANTS T O  R U R A L  H E A L T H  F A C I L I T I E S  FOR I M P R O V E M E N T’S 

AND MAINTENANCE. (a) By November 1 of e a c h  y ear the S t a t e w i d e  H e a l t h  

Coordinating Council (AS 18.07.011) s h a l l  r e c o m m e n d  p r i o r i t i e s  for 

making grants from the rural h e a l t h  f a c i l i t y  i m p r o v e m e n t s  and m a i n t e n a n c e  

fund. The recommendations shall be t r a n s m i t t e d  to the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of 

health and social services, t h e  g o v e r n or ,  and the l e g i s l a t u r e .
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(b) T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  the 

S t a t e w i d e  H e a l t h  C o o r d i n a t i n g  C o u n c i l  w i t h  an i n v e n t o r y  of r u r a l  h e a l t h  

f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  be h e l p f u l  to 

the c o u n c i l  in r e c o m m e n d i n g  p r i o r i t i e s  for m a k i n g  grants. T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  

of H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  s h a l l  a n n u a l l y  u p d a t e  the i n v e n t o r y  p r o­

v i d e d  to the S t a t e w i d e  H e a l t h  C o o r d i n a t i n g  C o u n c i l .

(c) In d e v e l o p i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  for m a k i n g  g r a n t s  u n d e r  this 

se c t i o n ,  the S t a t e w i d e  H e a l t h  C o o r d i n a t i n g  C o u n c i l  s hall c o n s i d e r

(1) t h e  c o n d i t i o n  of the e x i s t i n g  p h y s i c a l  p l a n t  of a r u r a l  

h e a l t h  f a c i l i t y )

(2) t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  the r u r a l  h e a l t h  f a c i l i t y  t o  c o n t i n u e  :o 

p r o v i d e  q u a l i t y  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s ;

(3) the nee d  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  for a d d i t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s ;  a n d

(4) the a b i l i t y  o f  the r u r a l  h e a l t h  f a c i l i t y  to m e e t  c u r r e n t  

l i c e n s u r e  s t a n d a r d s .

(d) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of h e a l t h  and s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  s h a l l  r e v i e w  

the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  of th e  S t a t e w i d e  H e a l t h  C o o r d i n a t i n g  C o u n c i l  an d  

s hall m a k e  g r a n t s  f r o m  the f u n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  AS 1 8 . 2 5 . 1 3 0  to r u r a l  

h e a l t h  f a c i l i t i e s  for p h y s i c a l  p l a n t  i m p r o v e m e n t s  and m a i n t e n a n c e .  Ea c h  

g r a n t  s h a l l  b e  s u f f i c i e n t  to t o t a l l y  s a t i s f y  t h e  f i n a n c i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  

of the p h y s i c a l  p l a n t  i m p r o v e m e n t  or m a i n t e n a n c e  r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  the 

c o u n c i l .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  n o t  m a k e  g r a n t s  in an o r d e r  o t h e r  t h a n  

that p r o p o s e d  b y  the c o u n c i l  u n l e s s  the c o m m i s s i o n e r

(1) m a k e s  w r i t t e n  f i n d i n g s  of f a c t  to j u s t i f y  the m o d i f i c a­

tion of t h e  p r i o r i t i e s  r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  the c o u n c i l ;

(2) p r o v i d e s  t h e  c o u n c i l  wi t h  a c o p y  of the w r i t t e n  f i n d i n g s ;

and

(3) a ll o w s  t he  c o u n c i l  a r e a s o n a b l e  le n g t h  o f  time to r e s p o n d  

to the written findings.
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