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IN TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L AT U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B ILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to h o m e s t e a d s  for v e terans."

BE IT ENACTED BY  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 38 is amen d ed  by a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  09. V E T E R A N S  H O M E S T E A D  A C T .

Sec. 38.09.010. C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  OF  L A N D  F O R  H O M E S T E A D  ENTRY.

(a) Th e  director s h a l l  designate, c l assify, an d  m a k e  a vailable for 

h o m e s t e a d  entry s t a t e  land in amounts an d  at t im e s  as required in 

AS 3 8 . 0 4 . 0 20  or as m a y  otherwise be r e q u i r e d  by law.

(b) Land c l a s s i f i e d  as h o m e s t e a d  e n t r y  l and s h a l l be divi d ed  into 

parc e l s  of 160 a c r e s  in r e a s o n a b l y  c o m p a c t  form, w i t h  b o un d a r i e s  c o n­

forming as ne a r l y  as practi c a bl e  to n a t u r a l  g e o l o g i c  and t o p o g r a p h ic  

f e a t u r e s .

(c) Land c l a s s i f i e d  as h o m e s t e a d  e n t r y  la n d  s h a l l  be s u i t ab l e  for 

h o m e s t e a d i n g  u n d e r  regula t i o n s  a d o p t e d  b y  the D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  

R e s o u r c e s .

Sec .  3 8 . 0 9 . 0 2 0 .  O F F E R I N G  O F  L AND F O R  H O M E S T E A D  E N T R Y .  F o l l o w i n g  

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of l a n d  for h o m e s t e a d  e n t r y ,  o f f e r i n g s  o f  h o m e s t e a d  entry 

lan d  s h a l l  be m a d e  f r o m  a m o n g  t h e  f o u r  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t s  of the s t a t e .  

T h e  d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  p u b l i s h  n o t i c e  of t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  th e  l a n d  f o r  at 

' l e a s t  t h r e e  c o n s e c u t i v e  w e e k s  t h r o u g h  t h e  e l e c t r o n i c  m e d i a  a n d  i n  at

l e a s t  t h r e e  n e w s p a p e r s  of g e n e r a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  at l e a s t  one 

of  w h i c h ,  if p o s s i b l e ,  s h all b e  a n e w s p a p e r  o f  g e n e r a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  in 

t he v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  l a nd.

Sec. 38.09.030. APPLICATIONS FOR HOMESTEAD ENTRY. (a) To qualify
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for a h o m e s t e a d  e n t r y  permit, a n  a p p l i c a n t  s h a l l

(1) be a veteran;

(2) s u b m i t  proof a c c e p t a b l e  to the d i r e c t o r  that h e  is a 

r e s i d e n t  of the s t a t e  at the time of a p p l i c a t i o n ,  a nd  that h e  h a s  b e e n  a 

r e s i d e n t  of the s t a t e  for n o t  less t h a n  one y e a r  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  

the da t e  his a p p l i c a t i o n  wa s  s u bm i t t e d ;

(3) a g r e e  to c o m p l y  w i t h  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  for o b t a i n i n g  a 

p a t e n t  to land s e t  out u n d e r  AS 3 8 .09.060.

(b) Fees f o r  filing a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  m a y  n o t  e x c e e d  $10.

Sec. 3 8 . 0 9 . 0 4 0 .  I S S U A N C E  OF E N T R Y  P E R M I T .  (a) An a p p l i c a n t  

m e e t i n g  the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  for h o m e s t e a d  e n t r y  u n d e r  AS 3 8 . 0 9 . 0 3 0  s hall 

be i s s u e d  a r e v o c a b l e  p e r m i t  to o c c u p y  and i m p r o v e  the h o m e s t e a d  in 

o r d e r  to q u a l i f y  for i s s u a n c e  of p a t e n t  as p r o v i d e d  in this chapter. 

T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  fee is the sole rent  c h a r g e a b l e  on the p e r m i t  for its 

d u r a t i o n .

(b) If the  nu m b e r  of a p p l i c a n t s  q u a l i f i e d  for h o m e s t e a d  entry 

e x c e e d s  the n u m b e r  of a v a i l a b l e  h o m e s t e a d s  o f f e r e d ,  or if s e v e r a l  a p p l i­

cants a pp l y  a n d  q u a l i f y  fo r  the sam e  h o m e s t e a d ,  p r i o r i t y  in a w a r d  of an 

e n t r y  permit s h a l l  be a c c o r d e d  to that a p p l i c a n t  show i n g  p r o o f  of the 

l o n g e s t  r e s i d e n c y  in the state.

(c) T h e  p e r m i t  ma y  n o t  be as s i g n e d ,  c o n v e y e d ,  or o t h e r w i s e  t r a n s­

ferred, but r i g h t s  u n d e r the p e r m i t  m a y  d e v o l v e  b y  t e s t a t e  or i n t e s t a t e  

s u c c e s s i o n .  A n  atte m p t  to assign, convey, o r  o t h e r w i s e  t r a n s f e r  the 

p e r m i t  is v o i d  a n d  constitutes a s u b s t a n t i a l  b r e a c h .

(d) An applicant may apply for more than one available h o m e s t e a d  

but may not hold more than one homestead entry permit.

Sec. 38.09.050. REVOCATION OF ENTRY PERMIT. (a) A h o m e s t e a d  

entry permit may be revoked only for a substantial b r e a c h  o f  the terms 

and conditions of the homestead entry permit.
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(b) A h o m e s t e a d  e n t r y  p e r m i t  m a y  n o t  be revoked for failure to 

e r e c t  a d w e l l i n g  in the t i m e  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  AS 38.09.060(a)(2) if the 

d i r e c t o r  finds t h a t  the d w e l l i n g  has b e e n  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  c o m p l e t e d  and 

p r o g r e s s  toward c o m p l e t i o n  is b e i n g  m a d e  at the e x p i r a t i o n  of the time 

r e q u i r e d .

(c) U pon r e v o c a t i o n  a n d  t e r m i n a t i o n  of a h o m e s t e a d  e n t r y  perm it ,  

i m p r o v e m e n t s  or c h a t t e l s  u p o n  the h o m e s t e a d  s h a l l  be m a n a g e d ,  a nd  s u b­

s e q u e n t  i s s u a n c e  o f  a p e r m i t  for e n t r y  o n  the h o m e s t e a d  s h a l l  be c o n d i­

ti o n e d ,  in the s a m e  m a n n e r  as p r o v i d e d  i n  AS 3 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 0  f o r  r e m o v a l  or 

r e v e r s i o n  of i m p r o v e m e n t s  u p o n  t e r m i n a t i o n  of l e a s e s  of s t a t e  land.

Sec. 3 8 . 0 9. 0 6 0 .  I S S U A N C E  OF P A T E N T .  (a) A p e r s o n  w h o  e n t e r s  u p o n  

h o m e s t e a d  e ntry l a n d  u n d e r  a h o m e s t e a d  e n t r y  p e r m i t  i s s u e d  b y  the d i­

r e c t o r  shall be i s s u e d  a p a t e n t  to t h e  land c o n v e y i n g  an u n e n c u m b e r e d  

t i t l e  if that p e r s o n

(1) o c c u p i e s  o r  h a s  a m e m b e r  of the i m m e d i a t e  f a m i l y  of the 

p e r s o n  o c c u p y  t h e  lan d  f o r  a c u m u l a t i v e  total of n i n e  m o n t h s  w i t h i n  the 

t h r e e - y e a r  p e r i o d  f o l l o w i n g  i s s u a n c e  o f  the h o m e s t e a d  e n t r y  p e r m i t ;

(2) e r e c t s ,  w i t h i n  th r e e  y e a r s  of the d a t e  of i s s u a n c e  of the 

h o m e s t e a d  e n t r y  p e r m i t ,  a h a b i t a b l e ,  p e r m a n e n t ,  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  

o n  t h e  h o m e s t e a d  t h a t  m e e t s  all a p p l i c a b l e  s t a t e  an d  l o c a l  r e g u l a t i o n s ;  

for t h e  p u r p o s e s  of thi s  p a r a g r a p h ,  m o b i l e  h o m e s  a r e  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  to 

be p e r m a n e n t  d w e l l i n g s  u n l e s s  t hey a r e  p l a c e d  o n  a p e r m a n e n t  f o u n d a t i o n ;

(3) r e i m b u r s e s  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  the s u r v e y  and p l a t t i n g  u n d e r­

t a k e n  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;  the d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  b y  

r e g u l a t i o n  for i n s t a l l m e n t  p a y m e n t s  o f  t his r e i m b u r s e m e n t .

(b) Nothing in this chapter shall be c o n s t r u e d  to p r o h i b i t  a

person issued i homestead entry permit from residing i n  a t e m p o r a r y  

habitable dwelling on the homestead until revocation of th e  h o m e s t e a d  

entry permit.
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(c) A p e r s o n  m a y  not b e  i s s u e d  mor e t h a n  one p a t e n t  u n d e r  this 

section.

(d) If the d i r e c t o r  finds t h a t  the d w e l l i n g  has b e e n  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

c o m p l e t e d  u n d e r  AS 3 8 . 0 9 . 0 5 0 ( b ) ,  h e  shall i s s u e  a p a t e n t  upon c o m p l e t i o n  

of the d w e l l in g ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  (a)(2) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

Sec. 38.0 9 . 07 0 .  L A N D  L O C A T E D  W I T H I N  M U N I C I P A L I T I E S .  (a) State 

land th a t  is l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  the  b o u n d a r i e s  of an o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h  or 

city m a y  not be c l a s s i f i e d  for h o m e s t e a d  e n t r y  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  until

the p r o p o s e d  use of the l a n d  h a s  been s t u d i e d  and a p p r o v e d  j o i n t l y  by

the d i r e c t o r  and t h e  local p l a n n i n g  a u t h o r i t y .

(b) If j o i n t  a p p r o v a l  u n d e r  (c) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  does not occur

w i t h i n  o n e  year a f t e r  the l o c a l  p l a n n i n g  a u t h o r i t y  r e c eives w r i t t e n  

no t i c e  of the p r o p o s e d  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of s t a t e  l and b y  the d i r e c t o r ,  the 

d i r e c t o r  shall c l a s s i f y  the l a n d  for h o m e s t e a d  e n t r y .

(c) N o t h i n g  in this s e c t i o n  or AS 2 9 . 1 8 . 1 9 0  p r e v e n t s  the d i r e c t o r  

fr o m  s e l e c t i n g  a n d  c l a s s i f y i n g  for h o m e s t e a d  e n t r y  land that  w o u ld  

o t h e r w i s e  be a v a i l a b l e  for b o r o u g h  or c i t y  s e l e c t i o n  under AS 2 9.18.190. 

If c l a s s i f i e d  for h o m e s t e a d  entry, the l a n d  is not a v a i l a b l e  for city or 

b o r o u g h  s e l e c t i o n .

Sec. 3 8 . 0 9 . 0 8 0 .  D I S C L A I M E R  OF I N T E N T  TO P R O V I D E  SER V I C ES .  N o t h i n g  

in thi;- c h a p t e r  o b l i g a t e s  the state to p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  to l and that is 

the s u b j e c t  of h o m e s t e a d  e n t r y  and p a t e n t .

Sec. 38.09.090. REGULATIONS. T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  shall adopt r e g u­

lations in accordance with AS 44.62.180 - 44.62.290 to c a r r y  out the 

purposes of this chapter.

Sec. 38.09.100. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter

(1) "director1* means the director of the division of lands in 

the Department of Natural Resources»

(2) "habitable dwelling" means a dwelling of a permanent
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nature, t o gether w i t h  f i x t u r e s  and facilit i e s ,  i n c l u d i ng  s a n i t a r y  f a c i l­

ities, re q u i r e d  or c u s to m a r y  in the v i c i n i t y  of the land made ava i l ab l e  

for h o m e s t e a d  entry;

(3) "res i de n t "  m e a n s  a per s o n  who does not c l a i m  r e s i d e n c e  in 

a n o t h e r  state and shows b y  all a t t e nd i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  that his intent 

is to m a k e  this s tate his p e r m a n e n t  resi d e nc e ;

(4) " v eteran" m e a n s  a person w i t h  90 days or more of active 

s e r v i c e  in the a r m e d  forces of the U n i t e d  S t at e s  who h a s  been h o n o r a b l y  

d i s c h a rg e d .

* Sec. 2. AS 18.56 is a m e n d e d  b y  adding a n e w  secti o n  to read:

Sec. 18.56.101. V E T E R A N  H O M E S T E A D  E N T R Y  LOANS. The  c o r p o r a t i o n  

m a y  p u r c h a s e  a m o r t g a g e  l o a n  for the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a d w e l l i n g  b y  a

v e t e r a n  on h o m e s t e a d  e n t r y land as d e s c r i b e d  in AS 3 8 . 0 9 . 0 6 0 ( a) ( 2 )  even 

if the c o r p o r a t i o n  has a l r e a d y  purchased, u n d e r  AS 18.56.098, a loan 

o b t a i n e d  by the v e t e r a n  for the purchase, impr o ve m e n t ,  or r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  

of anot he r  r esidence.

* Sec. 3. AS 38.04.020(a) is amen d e d by a d d i n g  a new p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(5) disposal for veterans h o m e s t e a d s  u n d e r  AS 38.09.
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