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I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 1 6 / 8 2
R e f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s  and
F i n a n c e

I N  T H E  H O U S E B Y  B E T T I S W O R T H  A N D  ROGERS

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 833

I N  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of t h e  Depa r t -

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 03 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  1. D I V I S I O N  O F  A G R I C U L T U R E .

Sec .  0 3 . 0 1 . 0 1 0 .  D I V I S I O N  O F  A G R I C U L T U R E .  (a) T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  

i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  the d i v i s i o n  of a g r i c u l t u r e .

(b) T h e  d i v i s i o n  of a g r i c u l t u r e  s hall be a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  a d e p u t y  

c o m m i s s i o n e r  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .

Sec. 0 3 . 0 1 . 0 2 0 .  D U T I E S  OF  D I V I S I O N  OF A G R I C U L T U R E .  T h e  d i v i s i o n  

o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  shall

(1) e x e r c i s e  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  

R e s o u r c e s  u n d e r  this tit l e j

(2) m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to the c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  n a t u r a l 

r e s o u r c e s  r e g a r d i n g  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of s t a t e  land h a v i n g  a p o t e n t i a l  

f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  use;

m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  r e g a r d i n g  a g r i c u l t u r e ;  t e r­

m i n a t i n g  the e x i s t e n c e  of the A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  

A c t i o n  C o u n c i l ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

(3) administer state agricultural development projects;

(4) conduct studies and carry out experimental and pilot

projects to develop markets for agricultural products produced in the 

statej

(5) coordinate agricultural research projects with the
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U n i v e r s i t y  of Alaska.

Sec. 0 3 . 0 1 . 0 30 .  R E P O R T  ON D I V I S I O N  A C T I V I T I E S .  (a) Before 

J a n u a r y  15 of eac h  year t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  shall re p o r t  

to the g o v e r n o r  and the l e g i s l a t u r e  c o n c e r n i n g  the a c t i v i t i e s  of the 

d i v i s i o n  of a g r i c u l t u r e  d u r i n g  the curr e n t  fi s ca l  year. T he  report m a y  

c o n t a i n  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  fo r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t s  in the 

s t a t e  d u r i n g  the next f i s c a l  year.

(b) A n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t  r e c o m m e n d e d  u n d e r  (a) of 

this s e c t i o n  m a y  not be i m p l e m e n t e d  unless a u t h o r i z e d  by law.

(c) If the report of the d e p a r t m e n t  r e q u i r e d  by (a) of this sectior

i n c l u d e s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a g r i c u l t u r e ,  the d e p a r t­

me n t  shall i n c l u d e  in the r e p o r t  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  tha t

(1) sets out the type of a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  to be 

a c c o m p l i s h e d  and, if s t a t e  land is to be d e v e l o p e d  for a g r i c u l t u r a l  

p r o d u c t i o n ,  des cr i b e s  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  of the land to be deve l o p e d !

(2) defines s p e c i f i c  t asks to b e  p e r f o r m e d  b y  a p p r o p r i a t e  

s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  to the e x t e n t  the tasks are i d e n t i f i a b l e  at that time; 

a n d

(3) grants to the d e p a r t m e n t  s u f f i c i e n t  a u t h o r i t y  to i n s u r e  

c o o p e r a t i o n  of state a g e n c i e s  i n v o l v e d  in the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of the 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o ject.

* Sec. 2. AS 03 is amended by adding a new chapter to read:

CHAPTER 2. BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.

Sec. 03.02.010. BOARD OF AGRICULTURE. (a) There is established 

in the Department of Natural Resources the Board of Agriculture consist­

ing of seven members appointed by the governor. The presiding officer

of the board is designated by the governor from among the members. The 

governor shall appoint as members of the board individuals having an 

involvement in agricultural activities in the state.
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(b) T h e  t e r m  of a m e m b e r  of the board is four y e a r s .  A m e m b e r  

a p p o i n t e d  to fill a v a c a n c y  s e r v e s  for the u n e x p i r e d  t e r m  of the m e m b e r  

s ucce e d e d .

(c) M e m b e r s  of the b o a r d  are e n t i t l e d  to per d i e m  an d  travel 

e x p e n s e s  p r o v i d e d  for bo a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s  u n d e r  AS 39.20.

(d) T h e  b o a r d  shall s c h e d u l e  r e gu l a r  m e e t i n g s  d u r i n g  the y ear an d  

m a y  hold s p e c i a l  m e e t i n g s  on the call of the p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  of th e  

b o a r d  or o n  t h e  vote of five m e m b e r s  of the bo a r d .

(e) F o u r  members of the b o a r d  c o n s t i t u t e  a quorum. A n  a f f i r m a t i v e

v o t e  of at l e a s t  four m e m b e r s  is n e c e s s a r y  to a p p ro v e  a n  a c t i o n  of the

b oard.

Sec. 0 3 . 0 2 . 0 2 0 .  P O W E R S  AND D U T I E S  OF T H E  B OARD O F  A G R I C U L T U R E .

(a) The B o a r d  of A g r i c u l t u r e  m a y  a d o p t  and a m e n d  byl a w s  for the m a n a g e­

me n t  and r e g u l a t i o n  of its a f fa i r s .

(b) T h e  b o a r d  shall

(1) h o l d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  i n  areas o f  the state c o n s i d e r e d  for 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v el opment!

(2) c o o r di n a t e  th e  g a t h e r i n g  of i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  dat a  r e l a t i n g  

to a g r i c u l t u r e !

(3) r e c o m me n d  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of N at u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  a p p r o p r i­

ate a c t i v i t i e s  for the p r o m o t i o n  of a g r i c u l t u r e  in the sta t e ,  i n c l u d i n g  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o j ec t s  and p r o g r a m s ,  land c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s ,  an d  a r e a s  for 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  development;

(4) provide technical information and make recommendations to 

the Department of Natural Resources regarding the classification of 

state land having a potential for agricultural use;

(5) carry out experimental and pilot projects to develop 

markets for agricultural products produced in the state;

(6) contract with the University of Alaska for agricultural
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r e s e a r c h  an d studies; a n d

2 (7) r e c o m m e n d  to the g o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i m p r o v e -

3 m e n t s  for a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  in the s t a t e .

4 * Sec. 3. AS 4 4 . 3 3 . 4 5 0  - 4 4 . 3 3 . 5 0 0  a r e  r e p e al e d .

* Sec. 4. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the t e r m s  o f  of f i c e  of the m e m b e r s  of t h e  Board 

of A g r i c u l t u r e  s p e c i f i e d  in A S  0 3 . 0 2 . 0 1 0 ( b )  as e n a c t e d  i n  sec. 2 of t h i s  Act, 

the t e r m s  of o f f i c e  of th e  first a p p o i n t e e s  s h a l l  b e  o n e  m e m b e r  s e r v i n g  a 

t e r m  e n d i n g  J u n e  30, 1983, two m e m b e r s  s e r v i n g  t e r m s  e n d i n g  J u n e  30, 1984, 

tw o  m e m b e r s  s e r v i n g  terms e n d i n g  J un e  30, 1985, a n d  t w o  m e m b e r s  s e r v i n g  terras 

e n d i n g  J u n e  30, 1986. T h e  g o v e r n o r  m a y  appo i n t  to t h e  B o a r d  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  

m e m b e r s  of th e  A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  A c t i o n  C o u n c i l  r e p e a l e d  u n d e r  s ec. 3 of 

this Act who a r e  e l i gi b l e  for  m e m b e r s h i p  u n d e r  AS 0 3 . 0 2 . 0 1 0 ( a ) ,  as e n a c t e d  in 

sec. 2 of this Act.

* Sec. 5. T h i s  Act t a k e s  effect J u l y  1, 1982.
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