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Introduced: 2/16/82
Referred: Labor & Commerce and
Finance

HOUSE BILL NO. 831

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to telecommunications; and providing

for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 44.21 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 44.21.257. CREATION OF ALASKA COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION.

There is created within the Department of Administration the Alaska 

Communications Commission.

* Sec. 2. AS 44.21.258(a) is amended to read:

(a) The commission consists of nine members appointed by the

governor, without regard to political affiliation, subject to confirma­

tion by a majority of the members of the legislature in joint session. 

Four members shall have professional or management experience in tele­

communications . In making appointments to the commission, the governor 

shall give due consideration to representation from such fields as 

[HIGHER EDUCATION, ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION,] communications, 

commercial broadcasting, public health, public works, labor, commerce 

and the professions. Members may be removed only for cause.

* Sec. 3. AS 44.21.264 is repealed and reenacted to read:

Sec. 44.21.264. PUROSE OF THE COMMISSION, (a) The primary purpose

of the commission is the creation and supervision of a comprehensive and 

u n i form telecommunications policy for the state. The commission may 

review the operations and decisions of state agencies that are involved 

in the planning, development, management, and delivery of teleconmunica-
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t lo n a  s e r v i c e s  and equipm en t.
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(b) The com m i s s i o n  m a y  encourage and support noncommercial public 

b r oadcasting in the state through the provision of operating and capital 

grants in support of the delivery of noncommercial programs intended for 

a general audience by locally controlled nonprofit broadcast stations or 

telecommunications entities. T he commission m a y  support stations and 

entities that also engage in the delivery of instructional, for-credit 

programs, and the commission may provide funds for those purposes.

* Sec. 4. AS 44. 2 1 . 2 6 6  is repealed and reenacted to read:

Sec. 44.21.266. DUTIES OF T HE COMMISSION. The commission shall

(1) r eview the policies, decisions and orders of state 

agencies c o n c erning telecommunications in the state;

(2) apply for federal and private funds for p u blic b r o a d c a s t­

ing purposes and receive all federal, state or private funds, property, 

or assistance that may be appropriated, granted or otherwise made a v a i l­

able to the commission for telecommunications purposes, and use and 

disburse funds and property for purposes consistent with the terms of 

AS 44,21.257 - 44.21.330, subject to reasonable limitations imposed by 

the grantor j

(3) provide consultative services in telecommunications to 

state agencies that request them;

(4) serve as a library and clearinghouse for telecommunica­

tions information;

(5) through grants to qualified entities, develop an i n t e­

grated public broadcasting network for the state;

(6) through grants to qualified entities, develop and distri­

bute public broadcasting programming in the state;

(7) prepare and submit to the governor and the legislature, 

in consultation with the telecommunications divisions in the Department 

of Administration, a long-term plan for the uniform development of
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t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  in t h e  state, an d  a n n u a l l y  u p d a t e  t h e  plan;

(8) p e r f o r m  a l l  o t h e r  f u n c t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  to e n s u r e  the

o r d e r l y  an d  c o o r d i n a t e d  d e v e l o p m e n t  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  i n  the s t a t e .  

Sec. 5. A S  4 4 . 2 1 . 2 6 8 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  p a r a g r a p h s  to r ea d :

(6) h e a r  a p p e a l s ,  u n d e r  the p r o v i s i o n s  of A S  4 4 . 6 2 . 3 3 0  - 

4 4 . 6 2 . 6 3 0 ,  f r o m  a f i n a l  o r d e r  of a s t a t e  a g e n c y  that c o n c e r n s  the r e g u l a ­

t i o n  or u s e  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  i n  the st a t e ;

(7) a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  as p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 1 8 0  - 4 4 . 6 2 . -

2 9 0 ,

(8) b r i n g  a n  a c t i o n  u n d e r  AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 3 0 0  to d e t e r m i n e  th e  

v a l i d i t y  o f  a r e g u l a t i o n  a d o p t e d  b y  a s t a t e  a g e n c y  c o n c e r n i n g  t e l e c o m­

m u n i c a t i o n s  .

S e c .  6. A S  4 4 . 2 1 . 2 6 8  iB a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to r e a d :

(c) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the p r o v i s i o n s  of (a) of t h i s  s e c tion, t h e  

c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  n o t  r e v i e w  an o r d e r  or d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  

U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  r a t e s  or r a t e  s c h e d u l e s  of a p u b l i c  

u t i l i t y  t h a t  f u r n i s h e s  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .

S e c .  7. A S  4 4 . 2 1  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

Se c .  4 4 . 2 1 . 2 8 3 .  R E V I E W  A N D  E N F O R C E M E N T .  (a) A l l  f i n a l  o r d e r s  o f  

t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  a r e  s u b j e c t  to j u d i c i a l  r e v i e w  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  4 4 . -  

6 2 . 5 6 0  - 4 4 . 6 2 . 5 7 0  o f  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  A c t .

(b) If  a n  a p p e a l  is  n o t  t a k e n  f r o m  a f i n a l  o r d e r  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  

t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  a p p l y  to  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  f o r  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h i s  

c h a p t e r ,  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  it, a n d  t h e  o r d e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m i s ­

s i o n .  T h e  c o u r t  s h a l l  e n f o r c e  t h e  o r d e r  b y  i n j u n c t i o n  o r  o t h e r  p r o c e s s .  

Sec. 8. AS 44.21.290 is a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

Sec. 44.21.290. DEFINITIONS. In A S  4 4 . 2 1 . 2 5 7  [ 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 5 6 ]  - 

44.21.290, unless the context otherwise requires^

(1) "commission" means the Alaska Communications [PUBLIC
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B R O A D C A S T I N G ]  C o m m i s s i o n ;

(2) " p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t i n g "  i n c l u d e s ,  b u t  is not limited to, 

t e l e v i s i o n  and r a d i o  t r a n s m i s s i o n  b y  2 , 5 0 0  m e g a h e r t z ,  c l o s e d  c i r c u i t  or 

m i c r o w a v e  v i d e o  a n d  au d i o  p r o g r a m m i n g ,  s l o w - s c a n  t e l e v i s i o n  p r o g r a m m i n g ,  

p r o g r a m m i n g  vi a  s a t e l l i t e ,  t e l e t y p e  or f a c s i m i l e  trans m i s s io n ,  a n d  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  m e t h o d s ,  w h e n  th e  t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  and d i s t r i b u­

ti o n  are i n t e n d e d  to serve a n o n c o m m e r c i a l  p u b l i c  purpose_t_

(3) " s t a t e  a g e n c y "  m e a n s  a n  o f f i c e ,  d e p a r t m e n t ,  or a g e n c y

of t h e  state, or o f  a bo r o u g h ;  city, v i l l a g e ,  s c h o o l  d i strict, or o t h e r  

s t a t e  s u b d i v i s i o n  i n c l u d i n g  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ;

(4) " t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s "  m e a n s  t h e t r a n s m i s s i o n  and r e c e p t i o n  

of m e s s a g e s ,  i m p r e s s i o n s ,  p i c t u r e s ,  a n d  s i g n a l s  b y  m e a n s  of e l e c t r o m a g­

n e t i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  w i t h  or w i t h o u t  b e n e f i t  o f  a c l o s e d  t r a n s m i s s i o n  

m e d i u m  i n c l u d i n g  a l l  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s ,  f a c i l i t i e s ,  appar a t us ,  a n d  s e r ­

vices, w h e t h e r  c o n v e y e d  b y  c a b l e  or w i r e ,  r a d i a t e d  t h r o u g h  space, or 

t r a n s m i t t e d  t h r o u g h  other m e d i a  w i t h i n  a s p e c i f i e d  a r e a  or b e t w e e n  

d e s i g n a t e d  p o i n t s  a n d  i n c l u d e s  th e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  of i n f o r m a t i o n  b y  c o m ­

pu t e r  o r  o t h er  d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  e q u i p m e n t .

* Sec. 9. AS 4 4 . 2 1 . 2 5 6  an d  A S  4 4 . 2 1 . 2 7 0  a r e  r e p e a l e d .

* Sec .  10. T h i s  A c t  takes e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1982.
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