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Introd uc e d :  2 / 1 5 / 8 2
R e f e r r e d :  H e a l t h ,E d u c a t i o n  &
S o c i a l  Se r v i c e s  a n d  F i n a n c e

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH L E G I S LATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act e s t a b l i s h i n g  a health promotion account in the

Department: of H e a l t h  and Social Services; and p r oviding 

for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The legislature finds that almost ono-tenth of the Gross 

National Product is spent on health care. Of every dollar spent on h e a l t h  

care in the United States $0.96 is spent on treatment of d i s e a s e  and illness, 

and on l y  $0.04 is spent on the p r o m o t i o n  of h e a l t h  and p r e v e n t i v e  h e alth 

services. The legislature finds that the promotion oF the health of Alaskans 

will contribute to a decrease in the long-term medical and h e a l t h  costs of 

the state and the nation.

* Sec. 2. A health promotion account is established as a separate account: 

in t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of Health and S o c i a l  Services. Money a p p r o p r i a t e d  to the 

account b y  the legislature shall be spent on programs and s e r v i c e s  aimed at 

r e d u c i n g  the i n c i d e n c e  of and p r e v e n t i n g  health problems, i n cluding h e a l t h  

p r o b l e m s  r e l a t e d  to or resulting f r o m  nutritional deficiencies, obesity, 

d e n t a l  d i s e a s e s  an d malformations, diseases borne by food or water, c o m m u n i­

c a b l e  d i s e a s e s ,  i l l n e s s e s  that result, in the loss or i m p a irment of the p h y s i­

cal senses, p r e g n a n c y ,  alcoholism and other substance abuse, mental illness, 

p o o r  h y g i e n e ,  and accidents.

* Sec. 3. (a) Each year, the d e p a r t m e n t  shall allocate m o n e y  a p p r o p r i a t e  

to the account in accordance with (b) - (f) of this s ec tion.

(b) An amount e q u a l to 25 p e r c e n t  of the m o n e y  a p p r o p r i a t e d  to the 

account shall be a l l o c a t e d  to the p u b l i c  h e a l t h  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  in the d e p a r t
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ment to provide the following services:

(1) health screening of patients;

8 1| (2.) i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  b y  screening of patients having characteristics

or conditions b e a r i n g  a high ri s k  of disease or illness, the risk of which

can be eliminated or s u b s t a n t i a l l y  reduced by the application of appropriate

health care services;

(3) referral of p e r s o n s  identified in (2) of this subsection to 

a p p r o p r i a t e  h e alth care providers;

(4) e d u c a t i o n  of patients and c o mmunity health aides and community 

h e alth rep r e s e n t a t i v e s  in techniques of h e a l t h  promotion;

j (5) follow-up on persons r e f e r r e d  in (3) of this subsection to

ensure that approp r i a t e  h e a l t h  care has b e e n  administered.

(c) An amount equal to 35 percent of the money a p p r o p r i a t e d  to the

account shall be allocated to existing h e a l t h  promotion programs and services

a d m i n i s t e r e d  by regional h e a l t h  organizations under contract with the d e p a r t­

ment .

(d) An a mount equal to 20 percent of the money a p p r o p r i a t e d  to the 

account shall be all o c a t e d  to new h e alth promotion programs that deal with 

local h e a l t h  p r o m o t i o n  needs, and that are designed and a d ministered by local 

or regional h e a l t h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  under contract with the department.

(e) A n  a m ount equal to 10 percent of the money a p p r o p r i a t e d  to the

a c c ount shall be a l located to a statewide health education p r o gram a d m i n­

i s t e r e d  by the department or by local or regional health organizations under 

c o n t r a c t  with the department .

(f) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  spend not m o r e  than an amount equal to 10 percent 

of the m o n e y  a p p r o p r i a t e d  to the a c c o u n t  to evaluate programs funded by 

allocations f r o m  t h e  a c c o u n t .

* Sec. 4. By J a n u a r y  31, 1984, a n d  J a n u a r y  31, 1985, the d e p a r t m e n t  shall 

submit to the l e g i s l a t u r e  p r e l i m i n a r y  r e p o r t s  a s s e s s i n g  the e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of
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health promotion programs in preventing disease and illness and lowering the 

immediate and long-term costs of health care to the state and its residents. 

By J a n u a r y  31, 1986, the department shall submit to the legislature a final 

report, including recommendations for future action in the area of health 

promotion in the state.

* Sec. 5. When appropriate, the department shall contract with local and 

r e g i o n a l  he a l t h  care organizations for the provision of programs and services 

f u n d e d  b y  a l l o c a t i o n s  from the account.

* Sec. 6 . I n  this Act, unless the context indicates otherwise,

(1) "account" means the health promotion account established in 

s e c . 2 of this A c t ;

(2) "department" means the Department of Health and Social S er­

v i c e s  ;

(3) "health promotion" means the promotion of wellness and p reven­

tion of disease, as opposed to the treatment of disease;

(4) "regional health organization" includes private nonprofit 

h e a l t h  agencies, local government health agencies, Native nonprofit regional 

h e a l t h  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  and Na t i v e  nonprofit regional social service corpora­

t ions that h a v e  h e a l t h  departments.

* Sec. 7. This Act m a y  be cited as the Alaska Health Promotion Act.

* Sec. 8 . S e c t io n s  1 - 3  and 5 - 7 of this Act terminate July 1 , 1985.

* Sec. 9. T h i s  Act takes effect J u l y  1, 1982.
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