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HOUSE BILL NO. 745 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to payment of costs for autopsies and

payment of related costs."

BE IT ENAC T E D  BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 12.65 is amended b y  adding a new s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 12.65.025. PAYMENT OF AUTOPSY AND RELATED COSTS. (a) When 

an a u t o p s y  is performed pursuant to a written order under AS 12.65.020, 

the court shall pay the costs of the autopsy, including storage and 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  costs.

(b) If the w r i t t e n  order r e q u i r e s  that the b o d y  be s h i p p e d  to an 

u r b a n  a r e a  for a u t o p s y  and, as a result, embalming and o ther mortuary 

services are r e qu i r e d  that w o u l d  not have been r e q u i r e d  if an a u t o p s y  

h a d  not b e e n  ordered, the court s hall pay, in a d d i t i o n  to the costs 

d e s c r i b e d  in (a) of this section, the costs of e m b a l m i n g  and o t h er  

n e c e s s a r y  m o r tu a r y  services. In d e t e r m i n i n g  w h e t h e r  e m b a l m i n g  or other 

s ervices w o u l d  not h a v e  been r e q u i r e d  but for the autopsy, the d i s trict

j udge or m a gi s t r a t e  w h o  o r de r e d  th e  a u t o ps y  shall c o n s i d e r  su c h  factors

as the temperature a n d  t o p o g r a p h y  of the a re a  in w h i c h  the d e a t h  occur r ed  

and of the place of b u r i a l  and the  normal and c u s t o m a r y  b u r i a l  practices 

of the c o m m u n i t y  to w h i c h  the b o d y  is to be re t ur n e d .

IN T H E  H O U S E  BY A D A M S
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