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B Y  T H E  L A B O R  A N D
IN THE HOUSE COMMERCE COMMITTEE

CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 703 (L&C)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B ILL

For a n  Ac t  e n t i t le d :  "An  Act r e l a t i n g  to t h e  u s e  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  m e d i a

u n d e r  th e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  A c t . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. INTENT. T h e  a m e n d m e n t s  in t his Act a r e  i n t e n d e d  to a l l o w  

st a t e  a g e n c i e s  a n d  the p u b l i c  to e m p l o y  a d v a n c e s  i n  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  m e d i a  

t e c h n o l o g y  tha t  c a n  i n c r e a s e  the e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  c o n v e n i e n c e  of t r a n s a c t i n g  

b u s i n e s s  w i t h  or b y  a s t a t e  agen c y .  N o t h i n g  i n  t h i s  Act is i n t e n d e d  to 

d i m i n i s h  the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  or s t a t u t o r y  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  p a r t i e s  or e x i s t i n g  

p r o c e d u r a l  s a f e g u a r d s .

* Sec. 2. AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 2 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to r ea d

(a) O n  t h e  dat e  a n d  a t  t h e  t i m e  a n d  p l a c e  d e s i g n a t e d  i n  th e  n o t i c e  

th e  a g e n c y  s h a l l  g ive e a c h  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n  or h i s  a u t h o r i z e d  r e p r e­

senta t i v e ,  or both, the o p p o r t u n i t y  to p r e s e n t  s t a t e m e n t s ,  a r g u m e n t s ,  or 

c o n t e n t i o n s  in w r i t i n g ,  w i t h  or w i t h o u t  o p p o r t u n i t y  to p r e s e n t  t h e m  

orally. T h e  s t a t e  a g e n c y  m a y  a c c e p t  m a t t e r  p r e s e n t e d  b y  m e a n s  of a n y  

f o r m  of c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  all r e l e v a n t  m a t t e r  p r e s e n t e d  

to it b e f o r e  a d o p t i n g ,  a m e n d i n g  o r  r e p e a l i n g  a r e g u l a t i o n .

* Sec. 3. AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 3 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  t o  read:

(a) All m e e t i n g s  of a l e g i s l a t i v e  body, o f  a b o a r d  of r e g e n t s ,  or 

of a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body, b o ar d ,  c o m m i s s i o n ,  c o m m i t t e e ,  s u b c o m m i t t e e ,  

a u t h o r i t y ,  c o u n c i l ,  agen c y ,  o r  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  s u b o r d i n a t e  

u n i t s  of the a b o v e  groups, of th e  s t a t e  or a n y  o f  its p o l i t i c a l  s u b­

divis i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  bu t  n o t  l i m i t e d  to m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ,  b o r o u g h s ,  school 

boards, a n d  all o t h e r  b o a r d s,  a g e n c ie s ,  a s s e m b l i e s ,  cou n ci l s ,  d e p a r t -
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merits, d i v i s i o n s , b u r e a u s , c o m m i s s i o n s  or o r g a n i z a t i o n s , a d v i s o r y  or 

o t h e r w i s e , of th e  s t a t e  or local g o v e r n m e n t  s u p p o r t e d  i n  w h o l e  or in 

p a r t  b y  p u b l i c  m o n e y  or a u t h o r i z e d  to s p e n d  p u b l i c  m o n e y , ar e  o p e n  to 

the p u b l i c  e x c e p t  as o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  b y  thi s  s e c t i o n.  A t t e n d a n c e  a n d  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  at m e e t i n g s  b y  th e  p u b l i c  or m e m b e r s  of a n  a g e n c y  m a y  be 

b y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  m e d i a . E x c e p t  w h e n  v o i c e  v o te s  a r e  a u t h o r i z e d , the 

v o t e  s h a l l  be c o n d u c t e d  i n  s u c h  a m a n n e r  that  the p u b l i c  m a y  k n o w  the 

v o t e  of e a c h  p e r s o n  e n t i t l e d  to v o t e . This s e c t i o n  does n o t  a p p l y  to 

an y  v o t e s  r e q u i r e d  to be  t a k e n  t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e  a f o r e - m e n t i o n e d  b o d i e s .

* S e c . 4. AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 312(a) is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  t o  read:

(6) th e  u s e  of c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  m e d i a  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of 

this c h a p t e r  is for b o t h  the c o n v e n i e n c e  of th e  p u b l i c  as w e l l  as the 

a g e n c y  a n d  to p r o v i d e  t h e  b r o a d e s t  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of i n f o r m a t i o n  as is 

p r a c t i c a b l e ,

* S e c . 5. AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 4 1 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to r e a d :

(b) For the m u t u a l  c o n v e n i e n c e  of t h e  p a r t i e s ,  th e  a g e n c y  m a y  us e

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  m e d i a  in th e  c o n d u c t  of a h e a r i n g  u n d e r  this section.

* S e c . 6. AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 6 0 0  is a m e n d e d  to r e a d :

Sec. 4 4 . 6 2 . 6 0 0 .  V O T I N G  P R O C E D U R E  [MAIL V O T E ] . A m e m b e r  of an 

a g e n c y  q u a l i f i e d  to v o t e  o n  a q u e s t i o n  m a y  vot e  b y  m a i l  or b y  c o m m u n i c a­

tions media. A v o t e  b y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  m e d i a  s h a ll  be r e c o r d e d  i n  a

m a n n e r  t h a t  i d e n t i f i e s  e a c h  p e r s o n  w h o  h a s  v o t e d . t

* S e c . 7. A S  4 4 . 6 2  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to r e a d :

S e c . 4 4 . 6 2 . 6 3 5 .  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  M E D I A . In a d d i t i o n  to the s p e c i f i c  

a u t h o r i z a t i o n s  i n  thi s  c h a p t e r  of the u s e  of c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  m e d i a , a n  

a g e n c y  m a y  us e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  m e d i a  for t h e  b e n e f i t  or c o n v e n i e n c e  of 

t h e  p a r t i e s  or t h e  p u b l i c  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  a n y  p r o c e e d i n g  or act 

a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  thi s  c h a p t e r .

* S e c . 8. AS  4 4 . 6 2 . 6 4 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to r e a d :
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(c) In t h i s  c h a p t e r  " c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  m e d i a "  i n c l u d e s  t e l e c o m m u n i c a­

tions e q u i p m e n t  or s e r v i c e s  t h a t  p r o v i d e  for t h e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  

b y  audio, video, or c o m p u t e r  t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g .
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