
B Y  T H E  L A B O R  A N D
IN T H E . H O U S E  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 703

IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

For a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d:  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to the u s e  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  m e d i a

u n d e r  th e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  A c t . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 2 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to r e a d

(a) O n  the dat e  a n d  at the t i m e  a n d  p l a c e  d e s i g n a t e d  in th e n o t i c e  

the a g e n c y  s h a l l g i v e  e a c h  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n  or h i s  a u t h o r i z e d  r e p r e­

sentative ,  or b oth, the o p p o r t u n i t y  to p r e s e n t  s t a t e m e n t s ,  a r g u m e n t s ,  or 

c o n t e n t i o n s  in w r i t i n g ,  w i t h  or w i t h o u t  o p p o r t u n i t y  to p r e s e n t  t h e m  

o rally. T h e  s t a t e  a g e n c y  m a y  a c c e p t  m a t t e r  p r e s e n t e d  b y  m e a n s  of a n y  

f o r m  of c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  all r e l e v a n t  m a t t e r  p r e s e n t e d  

to it b e f o r e  a d o p t i n g ,  a m e n d i n g  or r e p e a l i n g  a r e g u l a t i o n .

* Sec. 2. AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 3 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) A l l  m e e t i n g s  of a l e g i s l a t i v e  b ody, o f  a b o a r d  of r e g e n t s ,  or 

of a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body, bo a r d ,  c o m m i s s i o n ,  c o m m i t t e e ,  s u b c o m m i t t e e ,  

a u t h o r i t y ,  c o un c i l ,  agen c y ,  or o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  s u b o r d i n a t e  

u n i t s  of the a b o v e  grou p s ,  of th e  s t a t e  or a n y  of its p o l i t i c a l  s u b­

divisions , i n c l u d i n g  bu t  n o t  l i m i t e d  to m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ,  b o r o u g h s ,  sch oo l  

b o a r d s,  a n d  all o t h e r  b o a r d s ,  a g e n c i e s ,  a s s e m b l i e s ,  c o u n c i l s ,  d e p a r t­

ments, d i v i s i o n s ,  b u r e a u s ,  c o m m i s s i o n s  or o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a d v i s o r y  or 

o t h e r w i s e ,  of the s t a t e  or l ocal g o v e r n m e n t  s u p p o r t e d  in w h o l e  or in 

p a r t  b y  p u b l i c  m o n e y  or a u t h o r i z e d  to s p e n d  p u b l i c  mo ne y ,  are o p e n  to 

the p u b l i c  e x c e p t  as o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  b y  this s e c t i o n . P u b l i c  a t t e n ­

dan c e  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  at m e e t i n g s  m a y  b e  b y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  me di a .

E x c e p t  w h e n  v o i c e  v o t e s  ar e  a u t h o r i z e d ,  the v o t e  s hall be c o n d u c t e d  in
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suc h  a m a n n e r  that the p u b l i c  m a y  k n o w  the vot e of e a c h  person entitled 

to vote. This section does not apply to an y  votes required to be taken J 

to organize the afore-mentioned b o d i e s .

* Sec. 3. AS 44.62.312(a) is amended by adding a n ew paragraph, to read;

(6) the use of communications m e d i a  u n d e r  the p r o v i s i o n s  of 

this chapter is for the convenience of the public and to provide the 

broadest dissemination of information as is practicable.

* Sec. 4. AS 44.62.410 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  subsection to read;

(b) For the mutual convenience of the p a r t i e s , the agency may use

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  media in the conduct of a hearing under this section, j
\

*  Sec, 5, AS 44.62.600 is amended to read; j

Sec. 44.62,600. VOTING PROCEDURE [MAIL VOTE]. A member of an 

a g e n c y  q u a l i f i e d  to vote o n  a q u e s t i o n  m a y  v o t e  by mail or by communica­

tions m e d i a .  A v o t e  b y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  m e d i a  shall be r e c o r d e d  in a 

manner, tha t  I d e n t I f 1es e a c h  person who h a s  v o t e d .

* S e c . 6. AS 4 4 . 6 2  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read; J

Sec. 44,62.635. COMMUNICATIONS MEDIA. In a d d i t i o n  to the s p e c i f i c  j

authorizations in this c h a p t e r  of the use of c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  media, a n  j

agency may use communications media for the benefit or convenience of 1
|

the parties or the public in connection w i t h  any proceeding or act j 

authorized under this chapter.

* Sec, 7. AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 6 4 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to r e a d ;

•(c) In this chapter "communications media" includes t e l e c o m m u n i c a - j 

tions equipment or s e r v i c e s  that provide for the exchange of i n f o r m a t i o n  

b y  a u d i o , v i d e o , or computer t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g .
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