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Introduced: 1/13/82 
Referred: State A f f a ir s ,  H e a l t h  
E d u c a t i o n  & So c i a l  S e r v i c e s  and 
F i n a n c e

T H E  H OUSE
BY R O G E R S , M O S S , G R U S S E N D O R F  
AND G O T T E N

H O U S E  RILE NO. 663

IN TH E L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF AL AS K A

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  SESSION

A BILL

an Act entitled: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to r e p o r t s  c o n c e r n i n g  v e t er a n s  who may

h a v e  b e e n  e x p o s e d  to c e r t a i n  c h e mical d e f o l i a n t s  or 

h e r b i c i d e s  or other c a u s a t i v e  agents, i n c l u d i n g  Agent 

Oran g e ,  and to a s s i s t a n c e  to those v e t e r a n s . "

IT E N A C T E D  BY TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 18 is a m e n d e d  b y  adding a n e w  chapter to read:

C H A P T E R  17. V E T E R A N S  EXPOS E D  T O  C H E M I C A L  A G E N TS .

Sec. 18.17.010. R E P O R T S  T O  THE DEPART M E N T . (a) A p h y s i c i a n  who 

has p r i m a r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for t r e at i n g  a veteran w h o  ma y  ha v e  been 

exposed to a c h e m i c a l  d e f o l i a n t  or h e r b i c i d e  or other c a u s a t i v e  agent, 

i n c l u d i n g  Agent Orang e ,  w h i l e  serv i n g  in the armed fo r c e s  of the United 

States, shall, at the r e q u e s t  of the v e t eran, su b m i t  a report to the 

D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and S o c i a l  Services, on a f o r m  p r o v i d e d  b y  the 

de p a r t m e nt .  If t h e r e  is no p h y s i c i a n  h a v i n g  p r i m a r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for 

t r e a t i n g  the veter a n ,  the h o s p i t a l  t r e a t i n g  the v e t e r a n  shall, at the 

requ e s t  of the v e t e r a n ,  s u b m i t  the r e po r t  to the d e p a r t m e n t .

(b) The form provided by the department to the p h y s i c i a n  or h o s­

pital shall request the following information:

posure t o  a ch em ica l  d e f o l i a n t  or h e r b i c i d e  or o ther c a u s a t i v e  agent, 

in c lu d in g  Agent O range ;
(2) th e  d i a g n o s i s  o f  the  v e t e r a n ;  and
(3) th e  method o f  t r e a tm en t p r e s c r ib e d .

( c )  The departm ent may r e q u ir e  th e  vete r a n  to p r o v i d e  o t h e r  perti-

(1) the symptoms of the veteran that m a y  be r e l a t e d  to ex-
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nent i n f o r ma t i o n .

Sec. 18.17.020. REPORTS BY THE DEPART M EN T .  (a) The d e p a r t m e n t  

shall c o m p i l e  and e v aluate i n f o r m a t i o n  s u b m i t t e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  

AS 1 8 . 1 7 . 0 1 0  into a report to be d i s t r i b u t e d  a n n u a l l y  to members of the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  and to the federal Veterans' A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and o t h e r 

ve t erans' groups. T h e  report shall c o n t a i n  current r e s e a r c h  f i n d i n g s  on 

the e f f e c t s  of e x p o s u r e  to chemical d e f o l i a n t s  or h e r b i c i d e s  or o t h e r  

c a u s a t i v e  agents, in c luding Agent Orange, and s t a t i s t i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  

c o m p i l e d  from reports s u b m i t t e d by p h y s i c i a n s  or h o s p i t a l s .

(b) The d e p a r t m e nt  shall conduct e p i d e m i o l o g i c a l  studies on v e t e r­

ans w h o  have cancer or other medical pr o b l e m s  a s s o c i a t e d  with e x p o s u r e  

to a c h e m i c a l  def o l i an t  or h e r b i c i d e  or o t h e r  c a u s a t i v e  agent, i n c l u d i n g  

Agent Orange, or who have c h i ldren b o r n  wit h  b i r t h  d e f e c t s  after the 

v e t e r a n s '  s u s p e c t e d  expos u r e  to a c h em i c a l  d e f o l i a n t  or h e r b i c i d e  or 

other c a u s a t i v e  agent, i n c l u d i ng  A gent Orange. Tne department m u s t  

o b t a i n  consent f r o m  each vete r a n  to be s t u d i e d u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n .  

The d e p a r t m e n t  shall e v a l u a t e i n f o r m a t i o n  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  these s t u d i e s  

and c o m p i l e  a re p o r t  to be d i s t r i b u t e d  as p r o v i d e d  b y  (a) of this s e c­

tion .

Sec. 18.17.030. CONFIDENTIALITY. The identity of a veteran about 

whom a report has been made under AS 18.17.010 or 18.17.020 may not be 

disclosed unless the veteran consents to the disclosure. Statistical 

information collected under this chapter is public information.

Sec. 18.17.040. IMMUNITY FROM LIABILITY. A physician or a hospita 

subject to this chapter who complies with this chapter may not be held 

c i v i l l y  or criminally liable for providing the information required by 

this chapter.

Sec. 18.17.050. CLASS ACTION REPRESENTATION BY ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

The attorney general may represent a class of individuals composed of
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veterans who m a y  have b e e n  injured b e c a u s e  of c o n t a c t  with a c h e m i c a l  

defoliant or h e r b i c i d e  or o t h e r  c a u s a t i v e  agent, i n c l u d i n g  A g e n t  Orange, 

in a suit for r e l e a s e  of i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to e x p o s u r e  to those 

chemicals d u r i n g  m i l i t a r y  serv i c e  and f o r  release o f  i n d i v i d u a l  medical 

r e c o r d s ,

Sec. 1 8 .17.060. ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS. (a) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  shall 

institute a p r o g r a m

(1) to refer v e t e r a n s  to a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a t e  and f e d e r a l  a g e n­

cies for the p u r p os e  of f i l i n g  claims to remedy m e d i c a l  and f i n a n c i a l  

problems c a u s e d  by the vet e r a ns '  e x p o s u r e  to c h e m i c a l  d e f o l i a n t s  or 

herbicides or other c a u s a t i v e  agents, i n cluding A g e n t  O r a n g e ;  and

(2) to p r o v i d e  veterans w i t h  fat t i s s u e  b i o p s i e s ,  genetic 

counseling, an d  g e n e t i c  s c r e e n i n g  to d e t e r m i n e  if a  v e t e r a n  h a s  s u f f e r e d  

physical d a m a g e  as a r e s u l t  of s u b s t a n t i a l  e x p o s u r e  to a c h e m i c a l  d e f o l i­

ant or h e r b i c i d e  or o t h e r  c a u sative age n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  Agent Orange.

(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of h e a l t h  a n d  social s e r v i c e s  s h a l l  adopt 

regulations n e c e s s a r y  for the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  p ro g r a m s  a u t h o r i z e d  

b y  this section.

Sec. 1 8 .17.070. APPLICATION. AS 18.17.010 a n d  1 8 . 1 7 . 0 2 0  apply to 

all cases of veterans treated on or af t e r  J a n u a r y  1, 1982, fo r  symptoms 

typical of a person who has been e x p o s e d  to a c h e m i c a l  d e f o l i a n t  or 

herbicide or other causative agent, including A g e n t  Orange. AS 18.17.- 

050 and 18.17.060 apply to all veterans.

Sec. 18.17.080. T E R M I N A T I O N  O F  P R O GRAMS A N D  DUTIES. I f  the c o m­

missioner of health and social services determines that an a g e n c y  of the 

federal government is performing the referral a n d  screening functions 

required by AS 18.17.060, the commissioner may discontinue a program 

required by AS 18.17.060 or a duty required of a physician or hospital 

under this chapter.
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Sec. 1 8 . 1 7 . 0 9 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In this c h a p t e r

(1) " A g e n t  O r a n g e "  m e a n s  the h e r b i c i d e  c o m p o s e d  p r i m a r i l y  of 

t r i c h l o r o p h e n o x y a c e t i c  acid and d i c h l o r o p h e n o x y a c e t i c  acid;

(2) " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and Soc i al

S e r v i c e s ;

(3) " v e t e r a n "  means a p e r s o n  w h o  wa s  a r e s i d e n t  of the state 

at the t i m e  of his i n d u c t i o n  i n t o  the a r m e d  fo r c e s of t h e  U n i t e d  States, 

or was a r e s i d e n t  of the state as of J a n u a r y  1, 1982, w h o  s e r v e d  in 

V i e t n a m ,  C a m b o d i a ,  o r  Laos d u r i n g  the V i e t n a m  c o n f l i c t .
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