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HOUSE B ILL  NO. 636 
IN  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE -  SECOND SESSION 
A B IL L

For an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to  the a d m in i s t r a t i o n  o f  c r im in a l
j u s t i c e ;  c r e a t i n g  the  Depar tm en t o f  C r im in a l  J u s t i c e ;  
a b o l i s h i n g  th e  Departm ent o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y ;  and p r o v id ­
ing  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a te ."

BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: !I
* S e c t i o n  1. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE AND P O L ICY .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  th a t  

th e  g en e ra l  w e l l - b e i n g  and th e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  in  the s t a t e  i s  enhanced  by 
t h e  c o o r d in a te d  and e f f i c i e n t  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  o f  c r im in a l  j u s t i c e .  The l e g i s -  j

i
l a t u r e  f in d s  t h a t  the e x i s t i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  th e  Departm ent o f  P u b l i c  
S a f e t y ,  D ep a r tm en t o f  Law, and Departm ent o f  H e a l t h  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  does |I
n o t  lend i t s e l f  to  the  most c o o rd in a te d  and e f f i c i e n t  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  o f  !I
c r im in a l  j u s t i c e  in  the  s t a t e .  A c c o r d in g ly ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f in d s  i t  n e c e s -  ■ 
s a r y  to c r e a t e  a  new depar tm en t in  th e  e x e c u t i v e  branch  t h a t  w i l l  r e p l a c e  the  
Departm ent o f  Public S a f e t y  and be p r im a r i l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  the  c o o r d in a t i o n  
and a d m in i s t r a t i o n  o f  c r im e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and a p p re h en s io n  programs; c r im in a l  
prosecution; offender c o n f in e m en t ,  r e f o r m a t i o n ,  and s u p e r v i s i o n  p rogram s; and 
criminal justice planning in general.

* Sec. 2. AS 44.17.005(12) is amended to read:

(12) Department of Criminal Justice [PUBLIC SAFETY]

* Sec. 3. AS 44 is amended by adding a new ch a p te r  t o  read :
CHAPTER 22. DEPARTMENT OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE.

Sec, 44.22.010. COMMISSIONER OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE. The p r i n c i p a l  
e x e c u t i v e  officer of the Department of Criminal Justice is the commis­
sioner o f  criminal justice, who may not serve simultaneously as attorney

Introduced: 1/11/82
Referred: Judiciary and
Finance
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1 g e n e r a l .
2 Sec. 44.22.020. POWERS AND DUTIES OF T H E  DEPARTMENT. The Depart-

3 ment o f  C r im in a l  J u s t i c e  s h a l l
4 (1 )  p r o s e c u t e  all criminal cases inv o l v i n g  violation of state

5 law ;
6 (2 )  c o o r d in a t e  and ad m in is te r  t h e  crim e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and
7 a p p re h en s io n  p rogram s;
8 (3 )  c o o r d in a t e  and ad m in is te r  t h e  o f f e n d e r  c o n f in em en t ,
9 r e f o r m a t i o n ,  and s u p e r v i s i o n  programs;

10 (4 ) s u p e r v i s e  c r im in a l  j u s t i c e  p lan n in g  i n  th e  s t a t e ;
11 (5) a d m in i s t e r  th e  motor v e h i c l e  laws o f  the  s t a t e ;
12 (6) p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  the  deve lopm en t o f  s a f e t y  programs and
13 a c c i d e n t  p r e v e n t i o n ;
14 (7) a d m in i s t e r  th e  p o l i c e  p r o t e c t i o n  laws o f  the s t a t e ;
15 (8) c o o r d in a t e  w ith  the cou r t  s y s t e m  f o r  th e  e f f i c i e n t  adm in-
16 i s t r a t i o n  o f  j u s t i c e ;
17 (9 )  make a r e p o r t  to  the l e g i s l a t u r e ,  th rough  the g ov e rn o r ,
18 a t  e ach  r e g u l a r  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s io n ,
19 (A ) o f  th e  work and e x p e n d i t u r e s  o f  th e  o f f i c e ;  and
20 (B ) on needed l e g i s l a t i o n  o r  amendments to  e x i s t i n g  law ,
21 (10 )  p e r fo rm  a l l  o th e r  d u t ie s  r e q u i r e d  by law .
22 * S e c .  4. TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS. (a) The Departm ent o f  C r im in a l  J u s t i c e
23 i s  v e s t e d  w i th  th e  d u t i e s ,  pow ers , and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  fo rm e r ly  e x e r c i s e d
24 and h e ld  by
28 (1 )  t h e  D epar tm en t o f  P u b l ic  S a f e t y  in  r e s p e c t  to  th e  A la sk a
28 P o l i c e  S ta n d a rd s  C o u n c i l ,  th e  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  T r a i n i n g  Academy, the d i v i s i o n  o f  
*2 A l a s k a  s t a t e  t r o o p e r s ,  th e  d i v i s i o n  o f  motor v e h i c l e s ,  th e  d i v i s i o n  o f  admin- 
' »  i s t r a t l v e  s e r v i c e s ,  th e  V i o l e n t  Cr im es C o m p en sa t io n  B oard ,  and th e  o f f i c e  o f  
2£ t h e  co m m is s io n e r ;
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(2) the criminal division of the Department of Law in respect to 

the prosecution of all criminal cases and related services; and

(3) the division of adult corrections and the Roard of Parole 

within the Department of Health and Social Services in respect to offender 

confinement, reformation, and supervision.

(b) The Department of Health and Social Services is vested with the 

duties, p o w e r s , and responsibilities formerly exercised and held by the 

Department of Public Safety in respect to the division of fire prevention and 

functions of the commissioner of public safety relating to the location of 

j u n k y a r d s .

(c) The D e p a r t m e n t  of Fish and  Game is v e s t e d  wit h  the duties, powe r s ,  

and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f or m e r l y  e x e r c i s e d  and h e l d  by the d i v i s i o n  of fish and 

w i l d l i f e  p r o t e c t i o n  w i t h i n  the D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y  in respect to the 

e n f o r c e m e n t  of fish an d  w i l d l i f e  p r o t e c t i o n  laws and r e g u l a t i o n s .

(d) T he  D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  Public F a c i l i t i e s  is v e s t e d

wit h the duties, powers, and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  fo r m e r l y  e x e r c i s e d  and h e l d  by

the D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S a fe t y  in respect to h i g h w a y  s a f e t y  p l a n n i n g  and

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of the av a l a n c h e  w a r n i n g  system.

(e) A p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  r e c o r d s ,  e q uipment, and other p r o p e r t y  of d e p a r t­

ments and divisions r e f e r r e d  to in (a) - (d) of this s e c t i o n  are t r a n s f e r r e d  

to the respective departments.

(f) Appropriations and other money a v a i l a b l e  to and to become a v a i l a b l e

to a department, division, agency or c o m m i s s i o n ,  the f unctions, powers, and 

duties of which have been transferred to another department as set out in 

t h i s  section, shall be available for the objects and purposes for which 

a p p ro p r ia t e d  or otherwise made available, subject to terms, restrictions, 

l i m i t a t i o n s ,  or o th e r  requirements imposed under this section or other state 

and f e d e r a l  law.
(g )  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  r u l e s ,  o r d e r s ,  or  o t h e r  Acts in effect with respect to
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a d e p a r t m e n t ,  division, agency, or c o m m i s s i o n  t r a n s f e r r e d  to a n o t h e r  d e p a r t­

m e n t  as set out in this s e c t i o n  c o n t i n u e  in full f o r c e  and effect u n t i l  

a m e n d e d ,  repealed, modified, or r e s c i n d e d  as the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of th e  r e s p e c­

tiv e  d e p a r t m e n t  determines in a c c o r d a n c e  with law. E x i s t i n g  c o n t r a c t s  made 

b y  a de p ar t m e n t ,  division, or agency t r a n s f e r r e d  to a n o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t  as set 

o u t  in this section continue in full f o r c e  and eff e c t  u n t i l  amended, r e p e a l ed  

m o d i f i e d ,  or rescinded as the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of the r e s p e c ti v e  d e p a r t m e n t  

d e t e r m i n e s  in accordance w i t h  law.

(h) T h e  powers, duties, and f u n c t i o n s  tr a n s f e r r e d  to another d e p a r t m e n t

as set out in this section are in a d d i t i o n  to and n o t  in d e r o g a t i o n  of the 

p o w e r s ,  duties, and functions o t h e r w i s e  vested in the resp ec t i v e  d e p a r t m e n t s  

u n d e r  this Act.

(i) Except as p r o v i d e d  in (j) of this section, all r e f e r e n c e s  in the 

A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  to the D e p a r tm e n t  of P ub l i c  Safety, the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of

p u b l i c  safety, and the d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of p ub l i c  safety shall b e  read as

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of Criminal Justice or th e  c o m m i s s i o ne r  of c r i m i na l  j u s t i c e  in 

o r d e r  to c a r r y  out the intent and p u r p o s e  of this Act.

(j) All references to the D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  Safety, the c o m m i s s i o n e r  

o f  p u b l i c  safety, and the deputy c o m m i s s i o n e r  of p u b l i c  safety in

(1) AS 08. 5 4. 2 1 0  shall be r e a d  as the D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  a n d  Game;

(2) AS 08. 60 . 0 6 0  - 0 8 . 6 0 . 0 8 0  shall be r e a d  as the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of 

h e a l t h  and s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  s
(3) AS 18.70 a n d  AS 1 8 . 7 2 . 0 5 0  shall be r e a d  as the D e p a r t m e n t  of 

H e a l th  and S o c ia l  S e rv ic e s?
(4 ) AS 18 .76 .010  s h a l l  be r e a d  as th e  Departm ent o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

and P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s .
(k ) A l l  r e fe r en c e s  to  the  D epa r tm en t o f  H e a l th  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  and 

th e  commissioner o f  h e a l t h  and s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  th e  f o l l o w in g  s e c t io n s
be read  as the  Department o f  C r im in a l  J u s t i c e  or  the com m iss ione r  o f
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criminal justice in order to carry out the intent and purpose of this Act:

(1) AS 11.81.410;

(2) AS 1 2 . 4 5 . 0 9 0 ,  12.45 . 1 1 0;  A S  12.5 5 . 02 5 ,  1 2 . 5 5. 1 8 5 ;  A S  1 2 . 7 0 . 2 2 0

(3) AS 14.07.020(5);

(4) AS 1 5 . 0 5 . 0 3 0 ;

(5) AS 3 3 . 0 5 . 0 8 0 ;  A S  3 3 .15.260; AS 3 3 . 2 5 . 0 5 0 ;  AS 3 3 . 3 0 . 1 3 0 ,  33.30.f-

200;
(6 ) AS 4 1 . 2 0 . 1 1 0 ;

(7) AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 1 2 0 .

(1) All r e f e r e n c e s  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of L a w  in the f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n s  

shall be read as the D e p a r t m e n t  of C r i m i n a l  J u s t i c e  in o r d e r  to c a r r y  o u t  the 

i n t e n t  and p u r p o s e  o f  this Act:

(1 ) AS 0 2 .05. 2 1 0 ;

(2 ) AS 04. 16. 2 2 0 ;

(3) AS 08 88 071;

(4) A S 09 65 1 1 0 ;

(5) AS 12 55 025;

(6 ) A S 18 65 .520;

(7) AS 21 .89 .050;

(8 ) AS 44 .19 .1 2 0 .

(m) A l l  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  th e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  in  the f o l l o w in g  s e c t i o n s  

s h a l l  be read  as th e  com m iss ioner o f  c r im in a l  j u s t i c e  in  o rd e r  to  c a r r y  out 
th e  i n t e n t  and pu rp o se  o f  t h i s  A c t :

(1 ) AS 0 8 .0 4 .6 4 0 ;  AS 0 8 .8 0 .3 1 0 ;
(2 ) AS 0 9 .5 0 .1 8 0 ,  0 9 .5 0 .1 9 0 ;
(3) AS 1 2 .4 5 .1 0 0 ;  AS 1 2 .7 0 .2 2 0 ;
(4 ) AS 1 5 .1 3 .0 3 0 ,  1 5 .1 3 .1 2 0 ;  AS 1 5 .1 5 .4 1 0 ;
(5) AS 1 7 .1 0 .1 9 0 ;  AS 1 7 .2 0 .3 6 0 ;
(6 )  AS 1 8 .8 5 .1 2 0 ;
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(7) A S  2 4 . 4 5 . 0 3 1 ,  24.45.131;

(8 ) AS 3 3 . 1 5 . 1 3 0 ;  AS 3 3 . 3 0 . 2 7 0 ;

(9) A S  4 3 . 1 0 . 2 0 0 ;

(10) AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 1 2 2 ;

(11) AS 4 5 . 5 5 . 2 1 0 .

* Sec. 5. AS 0 8 . 0 8 . 2 1 0 ( d )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(d) E m p l o y e e s  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of L a w  and D e p a r t m e n t  of C r i m in a l  

J u s t i c e  w h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  w o u l d  c o n s t i t u t e  the p r a c t i c e  of la w  u nd e r  this 

c h a p t e r  a n d  u n d e r  A l a s k a  Bar R u l e s  are r e q u i r e d  to o b t a i n  a l i c e n s e to 

p r a c t i c e  l a w  in A l a s k a ,  no l a t e r  tha n  10 m o n t h s  f o l l o w i n g  the c o m m e n c e­

me n t  of t h e i r  e m p l o y m e n t .

* Sec. 6 . AS  0 8 . 5 4 . 1 4 6  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 5 4 . 1 4 6 .  T R A N S P O R T E R  REPORT. A t r a n s p o r t e r  shall m a i n t a i n  

a r e c o r d  o f  (1 ) th e names a n d  a d d r e s s e s  of all p e r s o n s  he transports;

(2) t h e  t y p e  o f  g a m e  t r a n s p o r t e d ;  (3) a n  e s t i m a t e  of the q u a n t i t y  of 

m e a t  t r a n s p o r t e d ;  (4) the d a t e  of t r a n s p o r t i n g ;  an d  (5) if known, the 

l o c a l i t y  w h e r e  t h e  game was ta k e n .  The  r e p o r t  shall be s u b m i t t e d  to the 

D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  and Gam e  w i t h i n  90 d a y s  after t r a n s p o r t i n g  the game. 

[ A F T E R  R E C E I V I N G  A REPORT R E Q U I R E D  U N D E R  T H I S  S E C T I O N ,  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  OE 

F I S H  A N D  G A M E  S H A L L  SEND A C O P Y  OF IT T O  THE D E P A R T M E N T  OF PU B L I C  

S A F E T Y .]

* S e c .  7 . A S  1 9 .1 0 .0 7 0  is a m e n d e d  to r ead:

S e c .  1 9 .1 0 .0 7 0 .  D E T E R M I N A T I O N  O F  S A F E  SPEED L I M I T S .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n  

may con d u c t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  [WITH T H E  A S S I S T A N C E  O F  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  OF 

P U B L IC  SAFETY] and s h a l l  d e te rm in e  s a f e  speed  l i m i t s  o n  h i g h w a y s  under 

i t s  j u r i s d i c t i o n .
* S e c .  8 .  AS 3 9 .2 5 .1 2 0 (3 )  i s  amended to  r e a d :

(3 )  a t t o r n e y  members o f  t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  Departm ent o f  Law 
end  t h e  s t a f f  o f  th e  D ep a r tm en t o f  C r im in a l  J u s t i c e ;
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* Sec. 9. AS 4 3 . 1 0 . 0 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) T h e  a t t o r n e y  general shall pr o s e c u t e  every civil a c t ion and 

the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of criminal j u s t i c e  shall p r o s e c u t e e v e ry  criminal 

a ction g r o w i n g  out of state r e v e n u e  laws. The costs of the action shall 

be p aid out of the proper a p p r o p r i a t i o n  for the D e p ar t m e n t  of Law or the 

De p a r t m e n t  of C r i m i n a l  J u s t i c e .

* Sec. 10. AS 4 4 . 2 9.020(9) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(9 ) m a n a g e m e n t  of state i n s t i t u t i o n s , but not i n c l u d in g  

o f f e n d e r  c o n f i n e m e n t  f a c i l i t i e s ;

* Sec. 11. AS 4 4 . 2 9 . 0 2 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  new p a r a g r a p h s  to read:

(18) fire p r e v e n t i o n  programs;

(19) i s s u a nc e  of c e rt i f i c a t e s  of location of junkyards.

* Sec. 12. AS 4 4 . 3 9 . 0 2 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 4 4. 3 9 . 0 2 0 .  D U T I E S  OF  DEPARTMENT. The D e p a r t m e n t  of Fish an d  

Game shall a d m i n i s t e r  the s t a t e  p r o gr a m  for the c o n s e r v a t i o n  and d e v e l o p  

me n t  of the S t a t e ' s  c o m m e r c i a l  fisheries, sport fish, birds, game and 

f u r - b e a r i n g  animals. The d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  enforce the fish and w i l d l i f e

protection laws and regulations.

* Sec. 13. AS 44.42.020(a) is amended by adding new p a r a g r a p h s  to read:

(16) provide h i g h w a y  safety planning services;

(17> administer the state avalanche warning system.

* S ec .  14. The fo l lo w in g  law s are repealed: AS 33.30.130(a); AS 44.23.- 

( 3 ) j AS 4 4 .2 9 .0 2 0 (1 7 )1  and AS 44 .41 .010  - 44.41.020.

S ec .  15. T h is  A c t  tak es  e f f e c t  Ju ly  1, 1983.
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