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In tro d u ced : 5/13/81 
R e fe r r e d : S t a t e  A f f a i r s  and 
F in an ce

IN THE HOUSE

HOUSE B IL L  NO. 570 
IN  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE -  FIRST SESSION 
A B IL L

Fo r an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t e s t a b l i s h in g  th e  V e te ra n s  A f f a i r s  Com m ittee  as
a perm anent in te r im  com m ittee o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e ;  and 
p ro v id in g  fo r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a te ."

BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* S e c t io n  1. AS 24 .20  i s  amended by add ing  new s e c t io n s  to  r e a d : 

ARTICLE 5. VETERANS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE.
S e c . 2 4 .2 0 .5 7 1 . VETERANS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE. (a )  The V e te r a n s  

A f f a i r s  Com m ittee i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  as a perm anent in te r im  com m ittee o f  
th e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  The e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  th e  com m ittee r e c o g n iz e s  th e  
need f o r  c o n tin u in g  c o n s id e r a t io n  by th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  o f  m a tte r s  co n ce rn ­
ing  v e te r a n s .

(b ) The V e te ran s  A f f a i r s  Com m ittee i s  composed o f  th r e e  members 
o f  th e  house ap po in ted  by th e  speaker o f  th e  house and th r e e  members o f  
th e  s e n a te  ap p o in ted  by th e  p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  s e n a te .  The com m ittee  
e l e c t s  a p r e s id in g  o f f i c e r  from  among i t s  members.

( c )  When a v a can cy  o ccu rs  in  th e  membership o f  th e  V e te r a n s  
A f f a i r s  Com m ittee , th e  p r e s id in g  o f f i c e r  o f  the  a p p ro p r ia te  house  s h a l l  
a p p o in t  a  s u c c e s s o r .  I f  th e  o f f i c e  o f  th e  p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  s e n a te  or 
sp e ak e r  o f  th e  house o f  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  becomes v a c a n t and a  v a can cy  
from  th e  a f f e c t e d  house  o ccu rs  among th e  membership o f  th e  com m ittee , 
th e  rem ain in g  com m ittee members from  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  house s h a l l  ap p o in t 
a  new member.

(d ) The V e te ran s  A f f a i r s  Com m ittee s h a l l  be o rg an iz ed  w ith in  15 
days a f t e r  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  each  l e g i s l a t u r e .  Members s e r v e  f o r  the
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d u ra t io n  o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  du ring  which th ey  a re  ap p o in ted . I f  th ey  
a re  r e e le c t e d  or th e ir  term  o f  o f f i c e  extends in to  th e  n e x t  su cce ed in g  
l e g i s l a t u r e ,  th e y  con tin u e  to  s e rv e  u n t i l  r e ap p o in ted  or th e  appoin tm ent 
o f  t h e i r  s u c c e s s o r .

(e )  The V e te ran s  A f f a i r s  Com m ittee may m eet du ring  s e s s io n s  o f  
th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and du rin g  th e  in te r im  between s e s s io n s  a t  such tim es 
and p la c e s  in  th e  s t a t e  a s  th e  p r e s id in g  o f f i c e r  may d e te rm in e . Members 
may r e c e iv e ,  f o r  the minimum tim e req u ired  to  g e t  to  and from  m eetin g s 
and fo r  th e  p e r io d  w h ile  a t te n d in g  m eetin g s , th e  same t r a v e l  and per 
diem  a llow an ce s  p rov ided  by law fo r  members o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  when 
a t te n d in g  s e s s io n s ,  e x c e p t th a t  members o f  th e  com m ittee r e c e iv e  no per 
diem  during  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s io n s  o th e r  than th e  per diem a llo w an ce  p a id  
t o  o th e r  members o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e .

( f )  The L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Agency s h a l l  p rov id e  th e  com m ittee 
w ith  p r o fe s s io n a l  and c l e r i c a l  a s s is t a n c e  under the a u sp ic e s  o f  th e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l .

S ec . 2 4 .2 0 .5 7 5 . DUTIES OF THE COMMITTEE. The V e te ra n s  A f f a i r s  
Com m ittee s h a l l

(1 )  rev iew  th e  o p e r a t io n  o f  v e te ra n s  programs in  th e  s t a t e ;
(2 )  rev iew  v e te r a n s  b e n e f i t s  a v a i l a b le  to  s t a t e  v e te r a n s  

from  the  f e d e r a l  and s t a t e  governm en ts;
(3 )  rev iew  v e te r a n s  l e g i s l a t i o n  from  o th e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n s ;

and
(4 )  recommend l e g i s l a t i o n  on m a tte r s  p e r t a in in g  to  v e te r a n s  

to  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e .
* S e c .  2. T h is  A c t tak es  e f f e c t  im m ed ia te ly  in  acco rdan ce  w ith  AS 0 1 .1 0 . -  

0 7 0 (c ) .
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