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I n t r o d u c e d :  4 / 2 4 / 8 1
R e f e r r e d :  H e a l t h , E d u c a t i o n  &
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

IN  THE HOUSE BY M ILLER  AND CLOCKS IN

HOUSE B ILL  NO. 532 
IN  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE -  FIRST SESSION 
A B ILL

Fo r an A ct e n t i t l e d :  "An A ct p ro v id in g  fo r  th e  award o f  v i s i t a t i o n  r ig h t s
to  g ran d paren ts ."

BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* S e c t io n  1. AS 09 .55 .205  i s  amended to  read :

S ec . 0 9 .5 5 .2 0 5 . JUDGMENTS FOR CUSTODY. In  an  a c t io n  fo r  d iv o r c e  
o r  fo r  l e g a l  s e p a r a t io n  th e  co u r t may, i f  i t  h a s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  under 
AS 2 5 .3 0 .0 2 0 , and i s  an a p p ro p r ia te  forum under AS 25 .30 .050 and 2 5 . -
30 .060 , du ring  th e  pendency o f  the  a c t io n ,  or a t  th e  f in a l  h e a r in g  or 
a t  any tim e th e r e a f t e r  du ring  the m in o r ity  o f  any c h i ld  o f  th e  m a rr ia g e , 

make, m od ify  o r  v a ca te  an o rd er  fo r  th e  cu s tod y  o f  o r v i s i t a t i o n  w ith  
the  minor c h i ld  which may seem n ec e ssa ry  or p r o p e r , in c lu d in g  an o rd er 
which p ro v id e s  fo r  v i s i t a t i o n  by any g rand paren ts  [AND MAY AT ANY TIME 
MODIFY OR VACATE THE ORDER]. Any appointm ent o f  a guard ian  ad l i te m  
fo r  a c h i ld  s h a l l  be made under th e  term s o f  AS 0 9 .6 5 .1 3 0 . The co u r t 
s h a l l  d e te rm ine  cu stody  in  accordance  w ith  th e  b e s t  in t e r e s t s  o f  th e  
c h i ld .  N e i th e r  p aren t i s  e n t i t l e d  to  p r e fe r e n c e  a s  a m atter o f  r ig h t  in  
awarding cu s to d y  o f  th e  c h i ld .  In  d e term in ing  th e  b est i n t e r e s t s  o f  
th e  c h i ld  th e  co u rt s h a l l  co n s id e r  a l l  r e le v a n t  fa c to r s  In c lu d in g :

(1 ) th e  p h y s ic a l ,  em o tio n a l, m en ta l, r e l ig io u s  and s o c i a l
needs o f  th e  c h i ld ;

(2 ) th e  c a p a b i l i t y  and d e s ir e  o f  e ach  p aren t to  m eet th e se
n ee d s ;

(3 ) th e  c h i ld ' s  p r e fe r e n c e ;
(4 ) th e  lo v e  and a f f e c t i o n  e x i s t in g  between th e  c h i l d  and

- 1 -  HB 532



t
2
3

4

5

6
7

8
9

10
11
12
1 3

1 4

1 5

16

1 7

1 8

1 9

20
21
22
23

24

2 5

2 6

2 7

2 8

2 9

e ach  p a re n t ;
(5 )  th e  le n g th  o f  tim e th e  c h i ld  h as  l iv e d  in  a  s t a b l e ,  

s a t i s f a c t o r y  env ironm en t and th e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  m a in ta in in g  c o n t in u i t y ;
(6 ) th e  d e s i r e  and a b i l i t y  o f  each  p a re n t  to  a l lo w  an open 

and lo v in g  fr e q u e n t  r e l a t i o n s h ip  betw een th e  c h i l d  and h i s  o th e r  p a r e n t .
* S e c .  2 . AS 0 9 .5 5 .2 3 1 ( a ) ( 2 )  i s  amended to  r e ad :

(2 ) i f  th e r e  a r e  m inor c h i ld r e n  o f  th e  m arr iag e  o r  th e  w ife  
i s  p reg n an t, th e  sp ou ses  have ag reed  on which spouse  o r  th i r d  p a r ty

s h a l l  be awarded cu s to d y  o f  each  m inor c h i ld  o f  th e  m arr iag e  and th e  
e x t e n t  o f  v i s i t a t i o n , in c lu d in g  v i s i t a t i o n  by g ra n d p a re n ts , and su p p o rt 
to  be p ro v id ed  on th e  c h i ld r e n ' s  b e h a l f ,  w hether th e  paym ents a r e  to  be 
made th rough  th e  c h i ld  su p p o rt en forcem en t agen cy  and th e  t a x  co n se ­

quences o f  th a t  a g reem en t;
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