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1 IN THE HOUSE BY MILLER

HOUSE BILL NO. 530 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act establishing a division of refuge administra­

tion in the Department of Fish and Game."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. FINDINGS. The legislature finds that

(1) there is significant public support for the established state 

game refuges, particularly those near or within the municipalities of 

Anchorage, Fairbanks, and Juneau;

(2) state game refuges provide significant benefits to nearby 

communities, including waterfowl hunting, hiking, photography, bird study, 

educational activity, and unorganized activities of a wide scope; and

(3) application of modern management techniques can improve 

habitat for wildlife as well as enhance the public benefit received from 

state game refuges.

* Sec. 2. POLICY. It is the policy of the legislature that state game 

refuges

(1) be managed so as to allow for the highest level of public use 

compatible with the objectives stated in the legislation creating each 

refuge;

(2) be used to provide educational programs for youth;

(3) be developed as showplaces for the display of native flora 

and fauna in their natural setting; and

(4) be administered to promote public enjoyment of wildlife in 

its natural environment and to promote adherence to sound ecological prin­

ciples.
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* S e c .  3 .  AS 1 6 .0 5 .0 9 0  i s  amended by  add ing  a  new s u b s e c t io n  to  r e a d :
(d ) T h e re  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  th e  D epartm en t o f  F is h  and Game a 

d i v i s i o n  o f  r e fu g e  a d m in i s t r a t io n .
* S e c .  4 . AS 1 6 .0 5  i s  amended by ad d in g  a new s e c t i o n  to  r e a d :

S e c .  1 6 .0 5 .0 9 6 .  D UT IES  OF D IV IS IO N  OF REFUGE ADM IN ISTRATION . The 
d i v i s i o n  o f  r e fu g e  a d m in is t r a t io n  s h a l l

(1 )  p ro v id e  a  management p la n  f o r  a l l  s t a t e  game r e fu g e s ;
(2 )  d e v e lo p  r e g u la t io n s  n e c e s s a r y  to  im plem ent th e  

m anagem ent p la n  and p r e s e n t  th e  r e g u la t i o n s  to  th e  B oard  o f  F i s h e r i e s  
and  th e  Board  o f  Game f o r  t h e i r  c o n s id e r a t i o n ;

(3 )  m o n ito r  d eve lopm en ts  in  r e fu g e  management and p u b l ic
n e e d s  and c o n s id e r  th e s e  d eve lopm en ts  in  r e g u la r  u p d a te s  o f  management 
p l a n s ;

(4 )  h o ld  p u b l i c  h e a r in g s  and w orkshops in  com m un ities a d ­
j a c e n t  to  s t a t e  game r e fu g e s  a im ed a t  im prov ing  r e fu g e  managem ent;

(5 )  con d u c t b i o l o g i c a l ,  s o c i o l o g i c a l ,  and o th e r  s tu d ie s
r e l a t i n g  to  r e fu g e  m anagem ent, c o n t r a c t in g  w ith  s tu d e n ts  o f  th e  U n iv e r ­
s i t y  o f  A la s k a  t o  c o n d u c t th e s e  s t u d ie s  when p o s s ib l e ;

(6 )  p r o v id e  an  annual r e p o r t  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  to  th e  p u b l i c ;
(7 )  d e v e lo p  i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  d i s p l a y s ,  e d u c a t io n a l  m a t e r i a l s ,

n a tu r e  t r a i l s ,  in fo r m a t iv e  s ig n s ,  and o th e r  e d u c a t io n a l  item s r e l a t e d  
t o  s t a t e  game r e fu g e s ;  and

(8 )  p e r fo rm  th e  d u t i e s  and fu n c t io n s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  m anage­
m ent o f  s t a t e  game r e fu g e s  w hich h ave  been  a s s ig n e d  to  th e  D ep artm en t 
o f  F is h  and Game and com m iss ioner o f  f i s h  and game by AS 16 .20  and 
d e le g a te d  t o  th e  d i v i s i o n  o f  r e fu g e  a d m in is t r a t io n  by  th e  com m iss ioner  

o f  f i s h  and game.
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