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In tro d u c e d : 3/31/81 
R e fe r r e d :  J u d ic ia r y

IN  THE HOUSE BY COTTEN BY REQUEST
HOUSE B IL L  NO . 436 

IN  THE LEG ISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
TWELFTH LEGISLATURE -  F IR S T  SESSION 

A B IL L
For an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to  th e  A la sk a  M a r r ia g e  Co d e ."
BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEG ISLATUR E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t io n  1 . AS 2 5 .0 5 .0 5 1  i s  amended to  r e a d :
S e c .  2 5 .0 5 .0 5 1 .  EFFECT  OF EX IST IN G  FORMER MARRIAGE. JaJ  I f ,  

d u r in g  th e  l i f e t i m e  o f  a husband o r  w i fe  w ith  whom a  m arr iag e  i s  s t i l l  
in  f o r c e ,  a  p e r s o n  r e m a r r ie s  and th e  p a r t i e s  to  th e  su b seq u en t m arr iag e  
l i v e  to g e th e r  a s  husband  and w i fe ,  and one o f  th e  p a r t i e s  to  th e  su b ­
seq u en t m a rr ia g e  b e l i e v e s  in  good f a i t h  th a t  th e  fo rm er husband o r  w ife  
i s  d ead  o r  t h a t  th e  fo rm er m arr iag e  h a s  been  a n n u lle d  o r  d is s o lv e d  by a 
d iv o r c e  or i s  w ith o u t  know ledge o f  th e  fo rm er m a r r ia g e , then

(1 ) a f t e r  th e  d ea th  or d iv o r c e  o f  th e  o th e r  p a r ty  t o  th e
fo rm er  m a r r ia g e , i f  th e y  co n tin u e  to  l i v e  to g e th e r  a s  husband and w ife  
in  good f a i t h  on th e  p a r t  o f  one o f  them , th e y  a re  l e g a l l y  m a rr ie d  from  
th e  tim e  o f  rem ova l o f  th e  im ped im en t, and th e  i s s u e  o f  th e  su b seq uen t 
m a rr ia g e  a r e  th e  l e g i t im a t e  i s s u e  o f  b o th  p a r e n ts ,  w hether born  b e fo r e  
o r  a f t e r  th e  rem ova l o f  th e  im pediment^

(2 )  th e  p e rso n  unaware o f  th e  im pedim ent i s  a  p u t a t i v e  
sp o u se  a s  lon g  a s  he rem ain s unaware o f  th e  im pedim ent and h as th e  
same r ig h t s  a s  a l e g a l  sp o u se .

(b ) The r i g h t s  o f  a  p u t a t iv e  sp o u se  a re  n o t g r e a t e r  th an  th e
r ig h t s  o f  an  e x i s t i n g  l e g a l  sp o u se  o r  o th e r  p u t a t i v e  sp o u se . A c o u r t
s h a l l  e q u i t a b ly  a p p o r t io n  in h e r i t a n c e ,  p r o p e r ty ,  m a in ten an ce , and 
su p p o r t r ig h t s  among p u t a t iv e  and l e g a l  sp o u se s .

( c )  In  t h i s  s e c t i o n  " p u ta t iv e  spouse"  means a  p e rson  who h as  a

-1- HB 436



f t
f t

1
2
3
4

S

6
7
8
9

10
11
12
1 3

1 4

1 5

1 6

1 7

1 8

1 9

20
21
22
2 3

2 4

2 5

2 6

2 7

2 8

2 9

good f a i t h  r e a s o n a b le  b e l i e f  th a t  he i s  m arr ied  even though the  m arr iag e  
I s  v o id  under AS 2 5 .0 5 .0 2 1 (1 ) .
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